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The  gift  of  reading  the  future  has  challenged  the  vener¬ 
ation  of  all  the  ages.  Seers  and  prophets  have  laid  claim 
to  it,  and  nations  have  hung  trembling  on  their  rapt  and 
awful  lips.  Could  I  but  lift  the  veil  that  hides  some 
scene  about  to  find  its  enactment  amongst  us  a  century,  — 
a  year,  —  a  month  to  come,  there  would  need  no  aid 
from  rhetoric  or  illustration  to  arrest  your  thoughts. 
My  rudest  utterance  would  sway  the  soul,  —  my  lightest 
word  would  fall  on  greedy  ears,  —  I  should  be  hailed  as 
the  darling  of  supernal  powers,  and  straightway  lifted 
with  acclaim  to  a  pinnacle  of  earthly  glory. 

To  most  minds,  absorbed  in  the  exigent  necessities  of 
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the  hour,  the  past  is  as  closely  sealed  a  book  as  is  the 
future.  But  the  past  has  no  magic  to  charm  the  fancy  or 
enthrall  the  will.  It  throws  its  choicest  scenes  across  the 
canvas  and  they  please  the  eye  but  fail  to  possess  the 
soul.  Like  the  Ancient  Mariner,  the  antiquary  must 
plead  with  his  reluctant  listener  for  a  hearing.  What 
has  happened  in  these  streets  in  days  gone  by  may  be 
quite  as  engaging  and  every  way  as  momentous  as  what 
is  like  to  happen  in  these  streets  in  time  to  come,  —  may 
be  as  strange  and  weird  and  startling  and  fantastic,  if 
you  will, — maybe  as  grand  and  worthy  and  inspiring 
and  heroic  as  aught  that  can  ever  happen  in  these  streets 
again.  But  the  past  has  no  spell  to  rivet  the  regard. 
To  the  Philistine  of  to-day,  though  he  might  bate  his 
breath  and  bend  him  to  the  earth  before  an  idle  vision  of 
the  future,  no  vision  of  the  past,  however  grand,  how¬ 
ever  inspiring,  would  avail  him  to  beguile  a  single  hour. 
Antiquarian  pursuits,  —  the  very  bed-rock  on  which  his¬ 
tory  is  based,  —  that  patient  delving,  —  that  honorable 
toil  which  alone  make  history  a  possibility  or  a  prop,  — 
these  have  neither  dignity  nor  charm  for  him.  A  pleasing 
fiction  serves  him  quite  as  well  as  hard- found  fact.  For 
him  the  past  has  had  its  day.  It  has  no  further  claim  ;  or, 
if  it  have,  it  can  claim  nothing  better  than  to  be  promptly 
buried  out  of  sight. 

There  are,  however,  a  favored  few  to  whom  the  self- 
sacrificing  and  heroic  achievements  of  the  past  cry  aloud 
for  recognition  from  the  grave.  Upon  this  favored  few 
devolves  the  burthen,  not  reluctantly  assumed,  of  sus¬ 
taining  and  promoting  institutions  such  as  this.  To 
these,  the  antique  virtues  not  only  appeal  for  study  and 
for  praise,  but  they  claim  a  present  value,  in  that  they 
may  quicken  and  inform  our  better  selves.  If  history  be 
philosophy  teaching  through  example,  —  if  experience 
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be  the  one  lamp  our  feet  may  safely  follow,  —  what 
labor  is  too  great,  what  price  too  high  at  cost  of  which 
to  learn  the  lesson  the  ages  have  to  tell ! 

It  is  to  pay  our  homage  to  the  noble  men  who  lived 
and  wrought  amongst  us  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago, 
weaving  a  brilliant  picture  into  the  tapestry  of  our  past, 
that  we  are  met  to-day. 

The  will  of  Dr.  Bentley  was  oflfered  for  probate  at 
Ipswich,  in  January,  1820.  It  is  very  short,  being  written 
on  a  half-sheet  of  linen  note-paper, 
and  is  indorsed,  in  his  own  clear 
hand,  with  a  Latin  inscription,^  in 
which  the  erudite  testator  gives 
token  of  the  cosmopolitan  quality 
of  his  mind  by  describing  himself 
as  "of  Salem  in  New  England  and 
in  the  Federal  Union  of  States,  and 
a  pastor  of  the  Established  Con¬ 
gregational  Polity  of  America.” 

In  it  he  gives  bis  German  Books — 
his  New  England  printed  Books — 
his  Manuscripts  not  of  his  own  hand — his  Cabinet  with  all 
it  contains — his  Paintings  and  Engravings,  to  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester.  His  Classical  and 

*  The  will  was  a  holograph,  waa  dated  May  8, 1819,  had  neither  witness,  attes¬ 
tation  clause,  nor  seal,  was  folded  and  watered  like  a  note,  and  was  endorsed  in 
these  words : 

Testameivtum  Gulielmi  Bentley 
aptid  Salem  Woe.  Any,  S.  Fed. 

Paetoris  ml  Eccl:  Ann.  1818 
inter  Eccl.  Cong.  Acceptam, 

The  year  1818,  if  not,  as  I  strongly  suspect,  a  lapse  of  the  Doctor’s  pen  for  1718, 
which  was  the  year  of  the  setting  off  from  the  First  Church  and  of  the  building 
of  the  East  Meeting-house,  probably  refers  to  the  recognition  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  in  cases  like  Cochran  vs.  Camden  [xv,  Mass.  Reports,  pp.  295-306] 
of  the  standing  of  the  Unitarian  Body  on  grounds  of  perfect  equality  with  other 
denominations,  as  to  the  diyislou  of  church  property,  the  right  to  tax  and  all 
prudential  matters. 

The  will  was  admitted  to  probate  and  receipts  filed  by  the  executor,  whose 
discharge  was  granted  May  15, 1821,  show  what  was  the  disposal  of  the  estate. 
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Professional  Books  he  gives  to  the  struggling  seminary  of 
his  denomination  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
recommends,  but  does  not  direct  his  executor,  who  was 
his  nephew  and  namesake,  to  destroy  "  all  the  writings  of 
every  name  in  his  own  hand.” 

Here  was  the  accumulation  of  forty  years  of  local  and 
historical  research,  during  the  very  period  of  our  most 
brilliant  commercial  fame,  swept  out  of  being,  so  far 
as  we  could  use  it,  at  a  single  stroke,  —  diverted  from 
its  natural  destination  and  threatened,  part  of  it,  with 
utter  loss,  for  lack  of  a  fit  depository  in  the  County  of 
Essex.  The  year  had  not  closed  before  Alleghany 
College  at  Meadville  had  receipted  for  ninety-three  folios, 
— eighty-seven  quartos, — two  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
octavos, — and  two  hundred  and  forty  duodecimos  and 
volumes  of  a  smaller  fold, — and  the  Antiquarian  Society 
at  Worcester  had  come  into  possession,  not  only  of  its 
specific  legacy  of  art  and  books  and  of  manuscripts  not  in 
the  testator’s  hand,  but  of  all  the  twenty  teeming  volumes 
of  manuscript  notes  and  memoranda  left  by  Dr.  Bentley 
in  his  own  handwriting  also. 

This  was  a  calamity  of  no  trifling  magnitude.  From 
the  point  of  view  of  the  local  antiquary  and  historian,  no 
heavier  blow  could  have  descended  upon  Essex  County. 
Disappointment  and  chagrin  were  in  every  heart,  and  the 
resolve  was  universal  that  such  a  mishap  must  be  made 
impossible  of  recurrence  forever. 

In  April,  1821,  a  group  of  gentlemen,  in  number 
about  thirty,  gathered  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon. 
John  Glen  King,  and  of  Benjamin  Ropes  Nichols,  and 
George  Atkinson  Ward,  Esquires,^  at  the  Atheiueum 

•  George  Atkinson  Ward  survived  all  the  signers  of  the  agreement  and,  January 
26, 1864,  read  before  the  Institute,  [Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  vi,  pp.  41-3]  an  account,  ob¬ 
viously  written  from  memory,  of  the  formation  of  the  Historical  Society.  But 
he  gives  the  twenty -six  names  attached,  June  2,  to  the  petition  for  a  charter, 
instead  of  the  twenty-nine  names  subscribed,  April  9,  to  the  articles  of  agree¬ 
ment,  as  shown  by  the  fac-simlle  of  his  own  record  on  another  page. 
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rooms, — Justice  Story  presiding, — and  there  inaugurated 
the  Essex  Historical  Society.  Its  objects  were  declared 
in  a  constitution,  drafted  by  Judge  Story,  Hon.  John 
Pickering  and  Hon.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  as  well  as  in  its 
legislative  charter,  to  be  "to  cooperate  with  other  insti¬ 


tutions  of  like  nature  in  collecting  and  preserving  all 
authentic  memorials  relating  to  the  Civil  History  of  the 
County  of  Essex,  and  the  eminent  men  who  have' been 
inhabitants  of  it  from  its  first  settlement,  —  as  well  as  all 
facts  relating  to  its  Natural  History  and  Topography, — 


and  thus  to  provide  the  most  ample  materials  for  an 
authentic  history  of  this  part  of  our  Commonwealth, 
.  .  .  the  most  ancient  settlement  in  the  territory 

originally  known  by  the  name  of  Massachusetts.” 
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and  thus  to  provide  the  most  ample  materials  for  an 
authentic  history  of  this  part  of  our  Commonwealth, 
.  .  .  the  most  ancient  settlement  in  the  territory 

originally  known  by  the  name  of  Massachusetts.” 


tutioiis  of  like  nature  in  collecting  and  preserving  all 
authentic  memorials  relating  to  the  Civil  History  of  the 
County  of  Essex,  and  the  eminent  men  who  have’ been 
inhabitants  of  it  from  its  first  settlement,  —  as  well  as  all 
facts  relating  to  its  Natural  History  and  Topography, — 


rooms, — Justice  Story  presiding, — and  there  inaugurated 
the  Essex  Historical  Society.  Its  objects  were  declared 
in  a  constitution,  drafted  by  Judge  Story,  Hon.  John 
Pickering  and  Hon.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  as  well  as  in  its 
legislative  charter,  to  be  "  to  cooperate  with  other  insti- 
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Preliminary  gatherings’lwere  held  at  the  old  Union 
Insurance  building  in  Essex  Place,  facing  Central  street, 3 
where  the  Salem  Athenaeum  was  domiciled  at  this  time. 
A  charter  was  accepted  in 
June,  and  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  with  a  view  to  commem¬ 
orate  the  landing  of  Endecott 
in  1628,  was  fixed  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  How  thoroughly  this 
movement  embraced  the 
County  in  spirit  as  well  as 
form,  appears  from  the  roll  of  early  membership.  The 
society  must  perforce  have  a  location  somewhere,  and  it 
was  most  natural  that,  of  all  places  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
it  should  plant  itself  at  Salem.  Salem  was  at  this  time 
the  second  town  of  importance  in  the  State,  —  the  most 
ancient  place  in  point  of  settlement,  as  well  as  the  most 
populous  and  wealthy  in  the  County.  It  had  thirteen 
thousand  inhabitants  whilst,  of  the  towns  comprised  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  some  of  them  large  seaports  and 
busy  commercial  centres,  no  other  counted  seven  thousand 


*  Essex  Place  was  probably  built  In  1809.  It  occupied,  at  least  In  part,  the  site 
of  the  ancient  hostelry  which  was  first  known  as  the  “  King’s  Arms  ”  and  later, 
certainly  from  1776  until  Its  disappearance  In  1800,  by  the  name  of  “Sun  Tavern.’’ 
Essex  Place,  which  was  the  property  of  Dr.  Bowditch’s  Insurance  Oflice  and 
passed,  by  deed  in  18'27,  to  Captain  Joseph  White  who  had  his  counting-room 
there  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  sold  to  Joseph  S.  Leavitt  and  demolished  in 
183*, —  making  way  for  two  low,  brick  stores  now  facing  the  head  of  Central  Street. 
The  hullding  was  of  brick,  with  a  deep  veranda  In  front,  which  with  the  second 
floor  windows,  one  of  them  provided  with  a  balcony,  commanded  a  clear  view  of 
Lafayette  Street  beyond  the  South  Bridge  and  were  favorite  resorts  for  viewing 
processions  and  jiarades  as  they  entered  town  from  the  south,  after  the  building 
of  the  bridge  ac^ross  the  river  in  1805.  Central  Street  had  been  Hanover  Street  In 
“King’s  Arms’’  days  but,  when  all  allusion  to  British  authority  had  become 
oftenslve.  Us  name  was  changed.  A  “  Union  Market  ’’  had  been  established  In 
179.3  where  “  Phoenix  Building  ’’  now  stands  and  Market  Street  became  and  re¬ 
mained  its  name  until,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Derby  Square  Market,  it  took, 
in  1820,  its  present  name.  Besides  the  Insurance  Oflice  and  the  studio  of  Charles 
Osgood,  Essex  Place  accommodated  from  1815  until  1825,  the  Salem  Athenaeum, — 
from  1821  until  1845,  the  Historical  Society, — from  1825  for  the  remaining  ten  years 
of  Its  existence,  the  counting-room  of  Joseph  and  Stephen  White,  and  after  1834 
he  just  formed  Natural  History  Society. 
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people.  Dr.  Holyoke,  the’first  President  of  the  Society, 
was  a  native  of  Marblehead,  but  had  been  the  pride  of 
Salem  during  a  protiacted  life.  Of  the  new  members 
voted  in  at  the  initial  meeting,  besides  six  honorary  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  naturally  from  distant  parts,  there  were 
twenty-two  resident  members,  six¬ 
teen  of  them  representing  every 
remote  section  of  the  County, 
while  Salem  claimed  but  six. 

It  will  not  seem  invidious,  I 
trust,  if  I  take  special  note  of  some 
of  these  remarkable  and  distin¬ 
guished  men.  Either  amongst  its 
officers  or  its  membership,  the 
society  will  be  seen  to  have  counted  the  better  part  of  the 
most  illustrious  names  in  Essex  County.  Its  first  Presi¬ 
dent  was  a  Harvard  Doctor  of  Laws,  —  the  son  of  a 
President  of  Harvard  College,  —  himself  at  tliis  time  the 
first  President  of  the  Salem  Athenseum, —  a  modern  Hip¬ 
pocrates, —  the  Nestor  of  the  medical  profession  in  the 
State,  —  a  founder  of  the  Philosophical  Library  of  1760, — 
of  the  Social  Library  of  1781,  —  the 
living  link  connecting  our  second 
completed  century  with  the  third. 

Besides  this  wonderful  man,  —  a 
picturesque  figure,  estimable  as  he 
was  unique,  —  there  were  amongst 
the  founders  such  names  as  Justice 
Joseph  Story,  a  Vice  President, — and 
for  Trustees  Nathaiiiel  Bowditch, 

Nathaniel  Silsbee,  Leverett  Salton- 
stall  and  John  Pickering,  with  others 


of  less  wide  repute,  but  recognized  at  home  as  every 
way  deserving  of  the  honoi*able  association  in  which  their 
names  were  placed.  To  enumerate  the  distinctions  of 
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these  men  is  all  the  praise  they  need.  There  were 
amongst  them  no  less  than  eleven  worthies  who  had  at¬ 
tained,  at  the  hands  of  one  or  more  colleges,  the  supreme 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  There  were  fellows  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  to  a  larger 
number,  some  of  whom  had  been  founders,  —  three  of 
whom,  Holyoke,  Bowditch  and  Pickering,  became  Presi¬ 
dents  of  that  body.  There  were  Doctors  of  Medicine 
and  of  Divinity  in  such  generous  numbers  as  to  give 
pledge  that  neither  the  Natural  Sciences  nor  Sacred  The¬ 
ology  were  destined  to  be  overlooked.  There  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  numbering 
eight,  —  of  Federal  Senators  or  those  who  had  been  Fed¬ 
eral  Senators  there  w<  ;  „‘  three,  —  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  and  ex-Eepixscntatives  there  were  fifteen,  —  of 
Cabinet  officers  in  the  early  administrations,  Pickering 
had  served  under  Washington  and  Adams,  Crowninshield 
under  Madison  and  Monroe.  They  did  not  lack  Judges 
in  the  highest  courts  in  State  and  Nation,  nor  Professors 
in  our  foremost  college.  The 
professions,  clerical,  legal,  medi¬ 
cal, —  the  pursuits  of  statecraft, 
commerce,  letters  and  the  arts, — 
could  show'  no  brighter  names, 
search  the  continent  over,  than 
the  roll  of  our  infant  Historical  ; 

Society  embraced.  The  fame  of 
some  of  them  reached  beyond 
continental  lines,  for  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch,  besides  being  President  of 
our  Essex  Fire  and  Marine  In¬ 
surance  Company,  could  sign  himself  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Societies  of  London,  Edinboro’,  Berlin,  Palermo, — 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Society,  —  of  the  Astronomical  Society 
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of  London,  and  of  the  British  Association,  —  while  John 
Pickering’s  all-emhracing  scholarship  had  been  recognized 
throughout  the  old  world,  and 
especially  in  Italy  and  Greece, 
and  Judge  Story,  who  had 
served  as  first  President  of  our 
Merchants’  Bank,  had  been  for 
some  years  a  Justice  of  the 
Federal  Supreme  Court,  and 
was  later  the  organizer  of  the 
Dane  Law  School, —  was  quoted 
the  world  over,  as  an  authority  in  the  law. 

To  revert  to  Dr.  Holyoke,  whose  career  of  four-score 
years  of  unabated  activity  as  a  medical  practitioner  is 
chronicled  in  daily  entries  in  his  professional  journals 
(which  we  have),  he  was  President  of  the  East  India 
Marine  Society,  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  presiding  at  an  honorary 
dinner  with  which  it  noticed  the 
one-hundredth  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  No  organized  effort  had 
been  made  in  this  community  for 
culture  and  sound  learning,  from 
the  meeting  at  the  old  Pratt  Tavern 
of  many  gables  in  1760,  down 
through  the  days  of  the  capture,  in 
the  Irish  Channel  by  Hugh  Hill,  of 
Dr.  Kirwan’s  scientific  outfit  in  1781,  to  the  founding  of 
the  Athenseum,  of  which  he  was  the  first  President,  a 
generation  later,  in  which  he  had  not  borne  a  conspicuous 
and  manly  part. 

It  is  not  possible  to  overpraise  these  men.  The  mere 
recital  of  their  work  is  eulogy  enough.  Were  I  to  read 
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the  list,  —  for  you  will  not  ask  of  me  the  invidious  task 
to  select  and  discriminate  amongst  them, —  it  would  be 
found  radiant  with  the  brightest  names  our  annals  ever 
bore, —  warrant  enough  for  the  claim  of  Dr.  Wheatland 
and  the  elder  Upham,  when  they  pronounced  this  to  be 
the  Augustan  age  of  Essex  County  story. 

What,  let  us  ask,  was  the  general  condition  of  things, 
and  especially  what  was  Essex  County,  at  the  formation 
of  this  body?  The  county  had  not  one-quarter  of  its 
present  population  then.  Salem  has  to-day  one-half  as 
many  people  as  the  county  then  contained.  The  county 
has  now  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  people,  and 
ranks  third  in  population,  wealth  and  all  that  makes  a 
people  strong  and  great,  amongst  the  fourteen  counties  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

But  Essex  County  with  its  seventy-five  thousand  in¬ 
habitants  was,  in  1820,  and  long  had  been,  the  leading 
county,  —  first  in  rank  in  all  respects  of  all  the  counties 
of  the  state.  Old,  populous,  respected,  wealthy,  it  paid 
one-fifth  of  the  entire  tax-levy  of  the  Commonwealth. 
With  its  five  seaports,  it  was  the  commercial  county  of 
the  state.  The  locomotive  engine  had  not  yet  begun  to 
build  up  Boston  at  the  cost  of  the  small  ports  and  country 
towns.  The  steam  cotton  mill  and  shoemaking  machin¬ 
ery  had  not  then  begun  to  drain  the  country  of  its  natural 
increase  and  hive  together,  like  bees,  in  the  great  indus¬ 
trial  centres,  the  population  of  the  state.  Seaports  like 
Salem,  Newburyport,  Marblehead,  Gloucester  and  Bev¬ 
erly  maintained  their  autonomy  and  their  foreign  trade. 
Suffolk  and  Middlesex,  now  our  triumphant  rivals,  were 
not  what  they  are  to-day. 

Salem,  with  thirteen  thousand  people  in  1820,  was, 
and  had  been  since  the  century  opened  and  earlier,  the 
second  town  in  rank  in  Massachusetts,  and  Newburyport 
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was  next.  Of  the  twenty-six  great  towns  of  three 
thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards  in  the  state,  Essex 
County  had  eleven — nearly  one-half.  Of  the  greater 
towns  of  four  thousand  inhabitants  and  upwards  in  the 
state,  Essex  County  had  one-half.  It  had  been  settled 
long.  It  was  a  county  in  1643.  Of  the  thirty-nine 
towns  in  the  state  settled  before  1650,  nearly  one-third 
were  in  Essex  County. 

The  Eastern  Stage  Company,  which  threaded  the 
county  as  the  railroads  do  to-day,  was  chartered  in  1818. 
The  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  which  brought  the 
farmers  together  to  claim  the  bounty  of  the  state  and  to 
stimulate,  by  union  and  by  generous  rivalry,  new  eft’orts 
in  behalf  of  agriculture,  was  chartered  in  1818.  The 
West,  with  its  great  water-ways  and  its  exhaustless  soil, 
had  just  begun  to  open  its  wide  and  hospitable  arms  to 
the  impoverished  and  oppressed  of  all  the  world.  Flour 
had  begun  to  reach  us  from  so  far  west  as  the  Genesee 
Valley  in  New  York,  —  Indiana  was  still  a  battle-ground 
contested  with  the  aborigines,  —  and  Ohio  so  impene¬ 
trable  a  waste  that  a  party  of 'Salem  mechanics,  starting 
in  a  schooner  on  this  very  day,  in  1817,  to  go  there  by 
way  of  Baltimoi'e,  —  the  accepted  method  of  the  time, — 
were  fortunate  enough  to  reach  their  journey’s  end  in 
mid-November. 

There  were  twenty-four  states  in  the  Federal  Union 
then.  The  "era  of  good  feeling’’  had  culminated,  and 
Monroe  was  entering  on  his  second  term  as  president. 
Jackson  was  known  as  a  Imlliantly  successful  soldier,  but 
not  yet  as  a  presidential  aspirant.  Commerce  had  sur¬ 
vived  the  depression  of  the  embargo  and  the  war.  Our 
Custom  House  in  Salem  was  just  built.  New  banks  and 
a  marine  railway  had  been  chartered  and  new  ports  were 
opening  to  our  world-encircling  mercantile  marine. 
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Napoleon  had  just  died,  and  Europe  was  at  peace — 
rather  to  our  commercial  disadvantage  than  our  gain. 
Our  relations  with  the  older  world  and  especially  with 
our  stern  old  Mother  England  were  consolidated  and 
improved.  The  Cleopatra’s  Barge  had  just  completed 
her  triumphal  cruise  of  the  Mediterranean  ports.  Our 
merchants  were  welcome  everywhere,  and  were  building 
ships  in  their  own  home  yards  in  Salem,  or  at  Essex  and 
on  the  Merrimac,  and  manning  them,  from  forecastle  to 
quarter-deck,  with  native  blood  at  which  New  England 
had  no  call  to  blush  in  any  foreign  port.  Salem  had  not 
yet  passed  the  heyday  of  her  commercial  grandeur  and, 
lit  commentary  on  it  all,  though  the  war  was  but  five 
years  past,  the  stately  mansions  which  are  yet  the  pride 
of  Salem,  in  Chestnut  street,  in  Washington  square,  in 
Essex  street,  in  the  Derby  street  of  a  better  day,  were 
just  then  complete  or  were  just  rearing  their  much- 
admired  fronts. 

After  a  body  of  gentlemen  so  distinguished  had  come 
together  and  declared  their  purposes,  we  might  naturally 
look  for  much  to  be  accomplished.  How  far  did  they 
fulfill  the  promise?  They  appealed  for  support  to  the 
intelligence  and  pride  of  Essex  County.  They  put  them¬ 
selves  at  once  in  touch  with  the  leading  societies  of  the 
day  at  home  and  abroad.  They  recognized  distinguished 
scholars  and  writers  with  honorary  membership.  They 
held  quarterly  stated  meetings  at  the  rooms  in  Essex 
Place.  They  made  their  admittance-fee  the  Golden 
Eagle  of  our  new  Republican  mintage.  They  commem¬ 
orated  Endecott’s  landing  by  choosing  the  date  of  it  for 
their  yearly  meeting,  and  by  providing  for  an  address, 
as  well  as  for  the  choice  of  officers  and  members  on  that 
day.  Starting  with  a  membership  of  thirty  original 
promoters,  they  made  haste  to  swell  their  roll  with  names 
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like  Nathan  Dane,  Manasseh  Cutler,  Joshua  Fisher,  Nehe- 
miah  Cleveland,  Andrew  Nichols 

tand  David  Cummins.  Foregoing 

tees  from  them,  they  made  the 

clergy  of  the  county  honorary 

members.  They  procured  the 

portrait,  — which  we  cherish  yet, — 

of  their  patriarchal  patron  whose 

tremulous  hand  had  traced  the 

I  _C>'' first  autograph  on  their  list  of 

o  '  charter  members,  and  who  had 

Dane  received  the  playful  felicitations  ot 

his  friend  Du  Ponceau,  in  that 

graceful  Latin  title  which  seemed  redolent  of  the  breath 

of  some  Druid  grove,  when  the  distin- 

guished  savant  and  honorary  member  ad- 

dressed  him  as  our  Quercus  Sacra.  They 

took  early  steps  to  collect  the  buried 

Indian  relics,  —  arrow-heads,  chisels, 

hatchets,  gouges,  mortars,  —  with  which  WrdmF 

our  soil,  where  still  unturned,  was  filled. 

They  sought  out  town  histories,  parish 

histories,  Quaker  records  and  baptismal  uiltv, 

records  and  court  and  other  unpublished  records,  and  even 

genealogies,  though  genealogies 

^  are  twice  denounced  in  Holy  Writ 

same  breath  with  foolish 

questionings  and  endless  fables  and 

contentions  and  litigation,  as  un- 

profitable  and  vain,  albeit  the 

tribes  of  Israel,  before  the  captiv- 

> ity,  were  numbered  by  genealo- 
M  '  hici\o\s  •  T  1  T  •  * 

gies,  and  amongst  the  Levites  the 

seer  who  was  an  adept  in  genealogy  claimed  special  rever- 
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of  Rogers,  of  Pickman,  of  Cushing,  of  Pynchon,  of 
Story,  of  Tucker,  of  Bentley.  They  appealed  to  the 
public,  in  terms  which  would  have  warmed  the  heart  of 
Dr.  Wheatland,  for  donations  of  everything  that  had 


RTadstreer 


ence.  They  provided  themselves  with  a  bookplate  in 
order,  as  they  said,  to  acknowledge  gifts  with  the  name 
of  the  donor  "  on  a  label.”  They  accepted  portraits  of 
distinguished  ancestors  and  members, —  of  Sir  William 
Pepperrell,of  GoveruorjLeverett,  of  Higginson,  of  SewalU 


escaped  the  tooth  of  time,  not  omitting  in  the  catalogue 
the  mention  of  "old  sermons.”  They  established  a  collec¬ 
tion,  now  grown  to  imposing  volume  and  importance, 
of  all  the  publications,  including  newspapers,  of  Essex 
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County  writers.  They  thanked  authors  for  their  tirst  edi¬ 
tions  and  publishers  for  their  presentation  copies.  They 
provided  a  book  of  record  for  current  events,  taking  a  hint 
from  the  famous  journals  kept  by  the  barber,  Blanchard, 
at  his  shop  near  Cambridge  street,  wherein  his  patrons. 


CuLSt\v'c\g  '* 

whilst  waiting  to  be  shaved,  were  asked  to  enter  the 
happenings  of  the  day.  And  they  crowned  a  series  of 
annua]  addresses  from  such  orators  as  Story,  White,  Pick¬ 
ering  and  Saltonstall,  with  the  magnificent,  second-century 


Inchon., 

celebration  of  the  landing  of  Endecott,  which  is  without 
a  rival,  as  it  was  without  a  prototype,  and  which  culmi¬ 
nated  in  a  discourse  from  Mr.  Justice  Story,  then  at  the 
acme  of  his  powers  and  fame,  making  the  day  forever 
memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  county. 
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Before  this  event,  —  the  most  notnhle  of  the  kind  in 
the  history  of  Salem,  —  a  large  accession  of  memhership 
had  justified  their  removal  to  commodious  rooms  over  the 
hank  in  Pickman  Place. 

And  when  the  famous 
anniversary  came  round, 
never  before  commemo¬ 
rated,  as  they  said,  "at  the 
hiithplace  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,”  it  was  resolved,  and 
a  distinguished  committee 
was  made  up,  to  close  the 
second  century  in  a  manner  which  could  not  be  forgotten. ^ 

Contemporary  accounts,  crowding  the  issues  of  the 
Gazette  and  Register  and  Observer  of  the  day,  together 
with  the  generous  approval  and  comment  of  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  press  of  Boston  and  the  State,  as  well  as  a  copy  in 


*  The  bank  building  in  riekinan  Place  wa»  erected  in  1803.  It  wax  of  brick  and 
xtood  on  ground  now  occupied  by  tlie  eaxterly  wing  of  Downing  Block,  to  make 
way  for  which  the  bank  building  wax  demolixhed  in  1857.  It  xtood  thirty-xix 
feet  back  from  the  xtreet,  and  on  a  line  with  the  Pickman  Mansion,  still  standing, 
but  mutilated.  It  was  built  by  Colonel  Pickman  for  the  use  of  the  Salem  Marine 
Insurance  Oftice,  the  Salem  Bank  and  the  East  India  Marine  Society.  Besides 
the  two  occupants  of  the  ground  floor,  the  several  institutions  of  learning  have, 
one  after  another,  found  a  shelter  in  its  chambers.  The  East  India  Marine 
Society  moved  into  them  from  the  Stearns buiiding  in  1804,  and  surrendered  them, 
twenty  years  later,  to  the  Athen®um  and  Historical  Society.  The  Essex  Histor¬ 
ical  So<’.iety  in  conjunction  with  the  Salem  Athemeum  rented  them  from  182.> 
until  1841.  Then  l)oth  removed  to  Lawrence  Pla<-e.  To  these  the  Essex  County 
Natural  History  Society  succeeded  In  1842  and  remained  here  until  Its  union  with 
the  Historical  Society  in  1848.  From  1848  until  the  removal  of  the  building,  its 
second  floor  was  the  home  of  the  Essex  Institute.  The  Athenseum  was  in  Law¬ 
rence  Place  from  1842  until  lAW.  Then  Plummer  Hall  received  both. 

‘We  have  no  record  of  a  celebration  of  the  Landing  at  Plymouth  before 
December  22,  1769,  when  the  Old  Colony  Club  was  formed.  The  First  Church  in 
Salem  observed  its  First  Century  Jubilee,  August  6,  1729,  and  the  commemorative 
services  are  entered  in  detail  on  its  records.  Accounts  of  them  were  printed  in 
the  New  England  Weekly  Journal  for  August  18, 1729  and  in  the  Salem  journals 
of  August,  1829  [See  Essex  Institute  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  xxvill,  p.  179].  But  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  was  undoubtedly  warranted  in  claiming  that  the  exercises  of 
September  18, 1828,  constituted  the  first  civic  celebration  of  Endecott’s  Landing. 

15 
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print  of  the  discourse  itself,  assure  me  that  I  cannot 
praise  too  much. 

The  bodies  taking  part  in  this  unique  occasion  formed 
at  mid-day  on  Washington  square,  and  marched  out 

under  the  fine  old  archway 
of  the  western  gate,  with  its 
eagle  and  Washington  me¬ 
dallion,  from  the  cunning 
hand  of  our  great  artificer 
in  wood,  —  proceeding 
through  Essex  and  North 
streets  to  the  old  North 
church,  with  a  stately  dig¬ 
nity  which  might  well  recall 
those  dreamy  pageants  of 
the  early  days  that  peopled  our  thoroughfare,  in  Haw¬ 
thorne’s  panoramic  vision  of  the  old  main  street.  Stephen 
White  was  marshal-in-chief,  and  George  Peabody  and 
Nathaniel  Silsbee  flanked  him  as  aids,  with  twelve  mai- 
shals  of  the  day,  counting  amongst  them  Rufus  Choate, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Asahel  Huntington,  David  Mack, 
Francis  Peabody  and  Stephen  C.  Phillips. 

The  President  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society  and  the 
orator  of  the  day  were  preceded  for  escort  by  a  military 
battalion,  made  up  of  the  Second  Corps  of  Independent 
Cadets  and  of  the  Salem  Mechanic  Light  Infantry.  After 
them  followed  the  Sheriffs  of  Suffolk  and  of  Essex 
counties,  —  His  Excellency,  Governor  Levi  Lincoln, — 
His  Honor,  Lieutenant  Governor  Thomas  Lindall  Win- 
throp,  —  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  —  the  two  Sen¬ 
ators  and  several  Representatives  in  the  Federal  Congress, 
—  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  the  Historical  Societies  of  New 
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Hampshire  and  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Pilgrim  Society 
of  Plymouth,  each  represented  by  its  President,  — the 
Reverend  Clergy,  —  the  members  of  the  Essex  Historical 
Society  with  their  guests,  —  the  Selectmen  and  town 
officers  of  Salem, — the  East  India  Marine  and  Salem 
Marine  Societies,  and  the  Salem  Charitable  Mechanic 
Association,  — the  pageant  closing  with  citizens  of  Salem 
and  of  the  surrounding  towns. 

The  weather  was  ideal.  One  of  those  perfect  skies 
marking  our  Indian  summer,  smiled  on  the  first  attempt 
nnide  on  this  historic  spot  to  celebrate  what  was  aptly 
called  the  "  founding  of  the  State.”  Every  element  con¬ 
spired  for  success.  A  delegation  had  arrived  from  Boston 
on  a  special  steamer  chartered  for  the  day.  The  great 
Salem  mansions  were  thrown  open  to  an  elegant  hospitality 
that  won  all  praise.  The  Boston  Advertiser  declared  it  to 
be  a  great  and  glorious  day,  worth  living  a  century  to  see, 
and  which,  once  seen,  could  only  with  the  perishing  of 
memory  be  effaced. 

Dr.  Holyoke  had  indeed  lived  a  century  to  see  that 
day.  He  had  already  embarked,  with  faculties  and  will 
almost  untouched,  upon  the  second  month  of  his  second 
hundx’ed  years.  His  span  of  life  embraced  a  moiety  of 
the  period  recalled.  The  procession,  on  its  way  through 
town,  halted  when  it  reached  his  house  (now  Naumkeag 
Block)  where  an  impenetrable  concourse  choked  the  way. 
Spontaneously  the  crowd  opened,  and  formed  a  lane  from 
his  doorstep  to  the  street.  As  Dr.  Holyoke  appeared 
and,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  Dr.  Brazer,  his  pastor,  took 
his  place  in  the  line  of  march,  there  was  a  sudden  hush ; 
the  music  checked  its  martial  strains ;  intense  emotion 
silenced  every  voice  and,  in  a  stillness  which  seemed  to 
arrest  the  beating  of  the  heart,  the  committee  in  attend¬ 
ance  had  received  its  aged  charge.  A  moment  before. 
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says  a  contemporary  account,  and  the  whole  welkin  was 
ringing:  with  jubilation.  Hardly  had  those  who  saw  it 
recovered  from  the  solemnity  of  the  aflecting  scene,  when 
the  bugle  rang  out  its  mellow  note  and  the  grand  pro¬ 
cession  moved  again. 

At  the  North  church  —  the  old  North  church  —  the 
scene  was  Avorthy  of  the  day.  .  The  wall-pews  and 
galleries  had  been  surrendered  to  the  ladies  before  the 
procession  came.  The  Mozart  Society,  which  performed 
the  music  of  the  day,  sang,  besides  two  anthems,  a  hymn 
composed  by  John  Quincy  Adams  for  the  Pilgrim  cele¬ 
bration  several  years  before,  and  the  original  verses 
contributed  to  this  occasion  by  Dr.  Flint,  ot  our  East 
church,  beginning — 

“In  pleasant  lands  have  fallen  the  lines 
That  bound  our  goodly  heritage.” 

Naturally  the  oration  was  expected  to  crown  the  whole. 
But  it  surpassed  all  hopes.  Great  as  was  Judge  Story’s 
fame  as  a  master  of  the  art  of  speech,  he  seems  to  have 
outdone  himself.  Certainly  no  finer  discourse  is  to  be 
found  amongst  the  voluminous  productions  of  his  facile 
pen.  At  once  it  seized  a  place  such  as  Rufus  Choate’s 
"Romance  of  the  Sea”  and  the  "Lost  Arts”  of  Wendell 
Phillips  have  since  attained.  Some  of  its  musty  pages 
cannot  be  read  even  now,  when  laureates  ol’  the  poet’s 
corner  and  school-boys’  readers  have  made  its  themes 
jejune,  without  a  stirring  of  the  blood,  and  a  choking  of 
the  breath,  and  a  moistening  of  the  eye.  It  deals  with 
topics  the  most  various  and  profound.  It  opens  with  a 
feeling  tribute  to  the  aged  president,  worthy  of  a  place 
beside  the  orator’s  dramatic  welcome  of  Lafayette  to 
Salem  four  years  before. 

"His  early  youth,”  said  the  consummate  speaker, 
"almost  clasped  the  knees  of  the  Pilgrims.  He  was 
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familiar  with  their  sons,  and  is  at  once  the  representative 
of  their  age  and  onr  own.”  The  magnificent  passages  in 
which  the  orator  commends  to  onr  eternal  veneration 
the  founders  of  the  state,  analyzing  their  motives, 
recognizing  their  errors,  but  estimating  aright  the  effect 
of  their  work  upon  the  future  of  civilization  through¬ 
out  the  world ;  his  plea  for  the  absolute  divorce  of 
church  and  state ;  his  masterful  exposition  of  the  immut¬ 
able  principles  of  religions  freedom  underlying  all  our 
creeds ;  of  the  legal  aspects  of  our  charter  relations,  at 
difierent  times  delicate  and  critical,  with  the  mother¬ 
land, —  made  up  an  address  which,  consuming  two  hours 
and  a  quarter,  says  the  Boston  Centiuel,  in  its  rapid 
delivery,  held  an  auditory,  crowding  the  spacious  temple 
to  excess,  in  rapt  delight  —  an  auditory,  says  the  same 
journal,  brilliant  and  select,  a  portion  of  it  standing  in 
the  crowded  aisles  throughout.  And  when  the  great 
word-painter,  passing  frojii  theme  to  theme,  had  reached 
his  close,  and  pictured,  in  a  strain  of  pathetic  warning 
and  appeal,  the  fading  of  the  red-man  from  his  native 
wo(»ds,  —  "they  shed  no  tears,  they  utter  no  cries,  they 
heave  no  groans,  — there  is  something  in  their  hearts 
which  passes  speech,”  —  and  when  he  at  last  broke  forth 
in  a  closing  apostrophe  to  the  old  men,  —  the  mothers, — 
the  sons, — descendants  of  the  great  and  good, — to  see 
to  it  that  this  republic  be  not  added  to  the  list  of  those 
upon  whoso  ruins  may  be  read  "they  were  but  they  are 
not,”  —  every  listener  felt  a  sense  of  relaxed  tension  like 
the  unbending  of  a  bow,  and  was  aware  that  he  had 
been  witness  to  a  triumph  of  the  art  of  speech  the  like 
of  which  his  days,  though  they  be  many  in  the  land, 
would  compass  but  a  few. 

The  Boston  Centiuel  and  Advertiser,  the  Salem  jour¬ 
nals  of  the  day,  the  speakers  at  the  dinner  and  the  critics 
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on  the  street,  abandoned  all  attempt  to  characterize  so 
rare  a  scene.  Epithets  seemed  to  fail  and  laudation  to 
lose  its  force.  Mr.  Webster,  at  the  dinner  at  Hamilton 
Hall,  in  proposing  the  health  of  Judge  Story,  contented 
himself  with  this  :  "  I  am  not  about  to  offer  the  common 

sentiment  to  the  '«trator  of  the 
day,’  for  the  splendid  production 
to  which  we  have  been  listening  is 
not  for  a  day.  It  is  for  all  the 
future,  and  will  be  read  and  ad¬ 
mired  at  distant  centennial  celebra¬ 
tions  yet  to  come.” 

Dr.  Holyoke  presided  at  the  din¬ 
ner  as  he  had  done  at  the  church. 
He  used  at  Hamilton  Hall,  as  was 
his  practice  in  presiding  over  the 
Society,  the  old  oak  chair  which  graces  our  collection  still. 
It  was  the  first  donation  of  any  kind  acknowledged  by 
the  Historical  Society.  It  had  de¬ 
scended  from  the  earliest  colonists 
of  Ipswich,  and  was  a  gift  from 
Robert  Brookhouse,  received  at  the 
initial  meeting.  The  President  had 
written,  on  his  one  hundredth 
birthday,  an  autograph  invitation 
to  John  Quincy  Adams,  then  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
presence  had  been  promised  and 
expected  until,  at  a  late  hour,  he 
was  forced  to  send  a  letter  of  regret.  His  hymn  was  sung, 
but  Mr.  Adams  was  not  there  to  join.  The  banquet 
hall  was  hung  with  the  older  portraits  that  grace  our 
gallery  to-day,  Endecott,  Leverett,  Bnidstreet,  Higginson, 
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Pepperrell, — and  Dr.  Bentley’s  was  not  absent.®  It  was 
garnished  with  other  trophies  associated  with  the  early 
fathers,  and  that  nothing 
might  be  amiss  the  ladies 
had  been  admitted  to  in¬ 
spect  it  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  hours,  before  the 
opening  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Holyoke  retired 
while  the  feast  was  at  its 
height.  ScMitiments  were 
responded  to  by  Webster, 

Everett,  Governor  Lin¬ 
coln,  Mayor  Quincy, 

Senator  Silsbee, Benjamin 
W.  Crowninshield,  Lev- 
erett  Saltonstall  and 
many  more.  Toasts  and 
speeches  reckoned  by 
scores,  with  wit  and  song, 
tilled  out  the  night. 

When  the  venerable  Timothy  Pickering  then,  as  it  proved, 
within  four  months  of  his  end,  was  called  up,  and  gave  as 

«  It  liad  been  proposed  to  decorate  Academy  Hall  with  the  same  portraits  which 
had  contrlhuted  so  (trand  a  feature  to  the  festivities  of  Hamilton  Hall.  We  have 
these  identical  paintin^rs — Endccott,  Leverett,  Bradstreet,  Hlgpinson,  Sewall, 
Pepperrell,  as  well  as  the  portraits  of  Holyoke,  Bentley,  Story,  King,  Tucker, 
Plckman,  Bowflitch,  Dane, Cutler,  Cushing,  Pynchon,  Rogers,  Saltonstall,  Nichols, 
White,  Pickering,  and  others  accumulated  by  tbe  Historical  Society.  These,  with 
such  rendnders  of  tbe  bodily  presence  of  tbe  old  founders  as  we  could  have 
exhibited,— Kndecott’s  sword  and  sun-diid,  Leverett’s  gloves  and  silver, — the  old 
oak  cliairof  the  record  book  witl\  autograpbs  of  tlie  charter  members,— 

Judge  Story’s  cradle, —  the  Pickering  fire-back  of  l(i60,  taken  from  the  homestead 
of  .John  and  Alice  Pickering,  built  in  lt!51,  and  still  well  preserved,- the  Bowditch 
desk  and  quadrant, — would  have  given  tlie  modern  hall  all  the  atmosphere  and 
feeling  of  an  earlier  generation.  But  the  precedent  of  risking  the  removal  of 
these  relics  from  Daland  House  for  such  a  purpose,  was  thought  to  be  a  poor  one. 
With  two  exceptions,  the  pictures  ami  other  objects  represented  in  the  illustration 
of  this  paper,  arc  the  property  of  the  Essex  Institute.  The  ))en-and-ink  sketches 
of  them  are  the  work  of  George  Elmer  Browne.  The  two  buildings  are  pen-and- 
ink  sketches  from  wash-drawings  by  Miss  M.  A.  Brooks. 
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a  toast "  Liberty  —  Civil  and  Religious,”  the  company  rose 
to  its  feet  as  one  man  and  hailed  the  stanch  old  Roman 
with  long  continued  cheers. 

But  the  day  closed  at  last.  September  eighteenth  had 
been  made  again  memorable  in  our  calendar,  and  a 
chapter  had  been  added  to  onr 
local  annals."  Twenty  years  of 
prosperous  life  remained  to  the 
Historical  Society  behtre,  in  1848, 
it  was  merged  with  the  younger 
blood  of  the  Natural  History  So¬ 
ciety  of  Essex  County  into  the 
Essex  Institute  which  welcomes 
ns  to-day.  But  it  was  destined 
to  recall  no  brighter  day  than  this. 
One  youth  amongst  the  throng 
on  that  autumn  morning  looked  upon  the  scene  with 
little  thought  of  the  part  he  was  to  bear  in  moulding  the 
literary  and  scientific  undertakings  of  his  time.  Henry 
Wheatland  was  a  Harvard  freshman  nearing  seventeen. 
Graduated  four  years  later,  in  1832,  he  was,  before  a 
twelve-month  passed,  engaged  in  organizing,  amongst  his 
young  associates,  a  new  society  for  the  pursuit  of  natural 
science.  It  became  a  chartered  body  soon,  and  through  its 
system  of  field-meetings,  of  lectures,  and  of  fruit  and 
flower  shows  made  its  way  promptly  to  general  regard. 
Time  would  fail  me  to  sketch,  even  in  outline,  its  wonder¬ 
ful  career. 

'The  claim  is  made  editorially  in  the  Salem  Gazette  of  September  it,  18'2:!,  that, 
before  that  time,  the  day  of  (Jovernor  Endecott’s  Landing  in  1(!28  had  not  been 
settled  but  was  discovered  by  the  Historical  Society  in  an  ancient  deposition 
on  record  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  Doubtless  the  deposition  referred  to  is  that 
of  Richard  Brackenbury  of  Beverly,  recorded,  16:  TJuio;  1680.  Deponent, at  the 
.age  of  80,  testilleii  in  the  matter  of  Mason’s  claim  that  he  came  with  Kndecott 
and  that  “  wee  came  ashore  at  ye  place  now  called  Salem  the  6th  of  September 
In  ye  yeare  of  our  Loni  lO'iS,  llfty-two  yeares  agoe.”  September  18th  was  l.-iter 
adopted  l)y  the  Historical  Society  as  best  representing  September  6th,  O.  S. 
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These  were  the  days  of  noon  dinners  and  rear  gardens, 
when  Essex  county  merchants  lived  where  they  could  see 
their  pennants  lly,  and  dine  at  home,  and  tend  their  flower¬ 
beds  and  prune  their  vines,  and  enjoy  their  hammock  and 
siesta  and  noon-day  pipe  and  deep  veranda  chair.  These 
were  the  days  of  fruit  and  flower  shows,  sometimes  four¬ 
teen  of  them  in  a  season,  at  which  you  might  see  displayed 
twelve  hundred  dahlias  and  five  and  a  half  hundred  plates 
of  fruit  at  a  single  show,  — roses  in  seventy-five  varieties, — 
forty  kinds  of  pears  from  a  single  garden, —  and  apricots 
and  gages  and  damsons  and  Muscat  grapes  and  Royal 
George  peaches  and  Montmorency  cherries  ainl  Antwerp 
raspberries,  with  gooseberries  and  tigs  and  strawlierries  and 
prunes  that  fairly  make  the  mouth  water  in  the  telling,  and 
rare  shells  and  native  and  exotic  plants  and  curious  reptiles 
and  beautiful  minerals  and  silk  stockings  spun  and  woven 
from  cococms  of  their  own  raising,  and  a  shell-tortoise  from 
the  Figis,  swimming  in  its  tank,  and  a  Gloucester  lol)ster 
of  thirty-nine  pounds  weight,  and  rye  raised  on  the  North 
river  at  the  foot  of  Conant  street,  six  and  one-half  inches 
in  the  head,  and  standing  nearly  eight  feet  in  the  stalk.® 

It  was  the  work  of  vigorous  young  men,  not  a  few 
of  whom  were  spared  until  our  day,  to  tell  the  story. 
I  dare  not  choose  where  all  deserved  so  well.  Dr.  Wheat- 
land,  from  first  to  last,  contributed  to  his  fullest  capacity 
of  thought  and  strength,  and  was  the  secretary  and  movinir 


» I  took  tliet-e  iIkuics)  from  a  cursory  perusal  of  the  manuscript  records  of  tlie 
Natural  History  Society.  Ilut  I  lind  tliat  Felt,  wliose  reputation  for  careful  state¬ 
ment  needs  no  word  from  me,  has  put  some  of  tiie  llftures  even  hi^lier.  In  liis 
“Annals”  [edition  of  1S45]  volume  I,  pp.  25'.M)0,  he  says — “  Much  attention  has 
been  j)aid  to  tlie  cuiture  of  the  dahlia,  geranium,  rose,  tulip,  verbena,  and  others. 
The  last  year’s  exhibition  of  the  Natural  History  Society  presented  sixty  varie¬ 
ties  of  tlie  geranium,  one-hundred  and  lifty  of  the  rose,  two-hundred  of  the 
dahlia.  The  same  association  showed,  last  autumn,  three-liumlred  varieties  of 
fruit—  ten  of  the  grape,  tliirty  of  the  peach,  seventy  of  tlie  apide,  one-liundred 
and  fifty  of  the  pear.  A  newly  ailopted  vegetalile  among  us.  Is  tlie  tomato.” 
I  do  not  quote  his  words  but  ids  figures. 

HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXH  15* 
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spirit  almost  from  the  start.  When  the  Historical  Society 
—  a  rare  distinction  for  so  young  a  man  —  made  him  an 
honoraty  metni>er  in  1841,  choosing  him  for  its  librarian 
and  cabinet-keeper  at  once.  Dr. 
Wheatland  threw  his  influence 
from  the  first  in  favor  of  a  broad 
and  liberal  policy,  and  an  infusion 
of  younger  blood.  The  admit¬ 
tance-fee  was  reduced  from  ten 
dollars  to  three,  the  following 
year, —  the  membership  and  ac¬ 
tivity  increased,  and  only  live 
years  more  elapsed  before  a  scheme  had  been  matured  for 
merging  the  Historical  and  Natural  His-  ^ 

tory  Societies  into  one.  This  took  eftect 
in  1848,  and  the  Essex  Institute  was 
formed.  Dr.  Holyoke  had  been  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  the  presidency  of  the  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  in  turn,  by  Col.  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Hon.  Ichabod  Tucker  and 
Hon.  Daniel  Appleton  White,  —  the 
same  gentlemen  who  had  succeeded  him, 
in  the  same  order,  in  the  Presidency  of 
the  Salem  Athenieum.  Judge  White,  the  last  President 
of  the  Historical  Society,  became 
the  first  President  of  the  Essex 
Institute. 

This  is  not  the  time  to  rehearse 
the  achievements  or  the  needs  of 
the  Essex  Institute.  That  function 
will  devolve  on  others,  two  years 
hence,  when  with  the  opening 
months  of  1898  the  Institute  will  have  completed  its  first 
half-century  of  life.  But  we  may  not  close  the  reflections 
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proi)er  to  this  historic  hour  without  asking  of  ourselves, — 
custodians  as  we  are  of  a  sacred  trust,  —  what  cheer? 
How  fares  it  with  the  Institute  to-day?  Derived  from 
such  an  origin,  —  drawing  our  forces  from  a  source 
so  noble  and  so  exacting  of  high  endeavor,  how  has  the 
Institute  thus  far  sustained  her  part?  Providence  has 
devolved  on  us,  for  better  or  for  worse,  the  burthen 
they  laid  down.  With  us  it  rests  —  for  there  is  none 
other  —  to  take  up  the  work  and  bear  it  on  a  little,  and 
lay  it  down  again,  when  the  time  shall  soon  arrive,  at  the 
feet  of  our  successors.  What  of  our  stewardship  ?  Have 
we  a  good  account  to  give  ? 

The  Essex  Institute  has  reached  a  point  not  presaged 
by  the  most  enthusiastic  of  its  founders.  Dr.  AVheatland, 
sanguine  and  persistent  as  he  was,  when,  through  the 
restless  energy  of  three  score  years,  he  planted  its  foun¬ 
dations  broad  and  deep,  could  scarcely  in  his  fondest 
dreams  have  seen  it  as  it  is.  It  is  a  creation  greater  and 
better  than  the  builders  knew.  It  has  its  local  habitation 
and  its  well  earned  name.  Its  picture  gallery,  rare  and 
unique;  its  museum,  growing  with  the  passing  years; 
its  priceless  library  of  seventy  thousand  volumes  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pamphlets,  enriched  with 
^fts  that  would  adorn  the  older  book-collections  of  the 
world ;  its  lecture-courses  and  publications  and  field- 
meetings  and  art-shows,  and  exchanges  with  other  socie¬ 
ties,  upwards  of  five  hundred  in  number ;  its  history 
classes,  and  I’ooms  for  work,  —  these  have  won  tor  it 
a  membership  now  close  upon  a  thousand,  and  the  kindly 
interest  of  hosts  who  visit  us  from  every  distant  section 
of  the  land.  Last  year  the  names  recorded  on  our  books 
showed  visits  equal  in  number  to  half  the  population  of 
the  town.  And  the  last  two  months  just  closed,  July 
and  August,  1896,  show  entries  on  our  books,  numbering 
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about  one  thousand  four  hundred  each,  of  whom  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ei«;hty-nine  were  residents 
within  the  State,  while  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-six  were  from  without  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  not  a  few  were  from  beyond  the  sea. 

The  various  and  distant  points  from  which  a  growing 
fraction  of  our  visits  come,  and  especially  the  hosts  that 
newer  portions  of  the  counti’y  seinl,  make  ns  aware  that 
we  have  that  which  ministers  to  the  craving  in  the  human 
heart  for  something  older  than  ourselves  —  something  to 
which  the  tendrils  of  our  veneration  may  attach.  VVdiat 
all  these  years  of  unrequited  toil  have  done  to  broaden 
and  stimnlate  and  enlighten  Salem,  it  wonld  be  hard  to 
say,  —  and  it  wonld  be  hard,  too,  to  overstate  the  claim 
resulting  to  us  on  the  sympathetic  interest  of  this  ancient 
town.  The  Institute  has  never  been  so  well  sustained  as 
now.  The  product  of  spontaneous  effort,  it  leans  directly 
<ni  the  backing  of  its  friends.  Its  county  character  must 
not  be  allowed  to  lapse.  Every  year  this  becomes  harder 
to  maintain,  for  the  reason  amongst  others  that  towns  and 
cities  of  the  shire,  now  to  the  number  of  ten  or  twelve, 
have  already  established  societies  of  their  own  ;  every 
year  there  is  less  we  can  do  for  them,  beyond  our  field¬ 
meeting  system,  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  remoter  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  county  and  to  maintain  with  them  those  close 
relations  of  amity  and  respect  the  yonnger  bodies  gener¬ 
ally  own  as  due  to  the  common  mother  of  them  all. 

In  1887,  a  movement  amongst  friends  of  the  Institute 
resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  the  Daland  House.  The 
new  facilities  secured  seemed  like  a  finality  ten  years  ago. 
To  Dr.  W'^heatland  and  his  staff  it  would  have  seemed 
grasping  then  to  ask  for  more.  If  we  could  ever  furnish 
and  employ  the  ample  space  secured,  I  think  it  would 
have  seemed  to  them  that  the  Institute  had  fulfilled  its 
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mission  and  might  enter  on  its  rest.  But  the  Daland 
House  is  now  outgrown.  The  wall-space  for  hanging 
pictures  is  already  full.  The  floor-area  for  cabinets, — 
the  shelf-room  for  books,  —  the  carrying  strength  of  the 
building  itself,  are  all  well  taxed  to-day,  although  our 
scientific  department,  once  most  exacting  of  space,  is  now 
jirovided  for  by  our  good  ally,  the  Peabody  Academy  of 
Science,  and  without  cost  to  us. 

Still  we  have  oflers  which  we  shall  incur  reproach  if  we 
hesitate  to  accept —  works  of  art  of  special  local  interest 
and  of  {esthetic  value — rare  collections  of  china,  of  fur¬ 
niture,  of  papers,  of  books,  are  tendered  us,  which  to 
decline  would  be  to  confess  defeat.  To  grow  or  die  is 
the  sole  alternative  under  a  charter  such  as  ours.  The 
people  of  Essex  County  still  make  demands  on  us,  im¬ 
possible  under  the  terms  of  our  chai’ter  to  ignoi'e  — 
equally  impossible,  without  enlarged  expenditures,  to 
meet.  I'o  procure  from  Worcester  and  to  print  the  notes 
of  Dr.  Bentley,  —  the  most  brilliant  chronicler  of  our 
most  brilliant  epoch,  —  though  three-quarters  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  in  view,  is  not  within  our  means.  To  catalogue  our 
books,  some  of  them  of  very  exceptional  interest  and 
rarity  —  the  first  necessity  of  a  library  that  is  to  be  of 
use,  is  not  within  our  means.  To  secure  and  restore  the 
ancient  dwelling  now  soon  to  disappear, —  upon  the  whole 
the  best  typical  residence  dating  from  the  witchcraft 
period  that  we  have  left, —  whose  windows  looked  out,  in 
1692,  upon  the  atrocities  enacted  at  the  witchcraft  jail 
across  the  way, —  to  save  this  relic  and  place  it  on  our 
grounds  and  furnish  it  with  the  appointments  which  we 
have  belonging  to  those  times,  is  not  within  our  means. 
To  rescue  from  their  hiding  in  our  vaults  and  properly 
exhibit  priceless  treasures  in  autograph  manuscripts  and 
documents,  dating  from  the  earliest  colonial  times, —  an 
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accumulation  of  more  than  sentimental  value,  as  appears 
from  the  prices  put  upon  them  in  the  markets  of  the 
world, —  is  not  within  our  means.  Shall  we  go  forward? 
Then  we  must  have  buildings  and  a  fund.  Shall  we  halt, 
and  divert  the  splendid  contributions  promised  us  to  some 
UKjre  favored  repository,  and  confess  ourselves  unequal  to 
the  task  the  early  founders  set, —  unable  to  collect  and 
preserve,  as  they  proposed,  the  glorious  reminders  of  an 
heroic  past?  Shall  we  admit  all  this,  and  fold  our  hands 
in  unavailing  grief  that  the  magnates  of  an  earlier  age 
left  no  more  worthy  sons  on  whom  their  glorious  mantle 
might  descend  ? 

Essex  County  meets  her  obligations  in  another  mood 
than  this.  Essex  County  does  not  forget  the  duty  which 
the  present  owes  the  future  and  the  past.  Oh,  no !  She 
will  see  to  it  that  nothing  spared  by  time,  so  it  be  worthy 
of  the  future  and  the  past,  shall  fail  through  her  default. 
She  will  rouse  herself  and  call  her  sons  about  her  and 
gather  up  the  garments  of  her  strength  and  say  to  the 
Essex  Institute,  which  is  the  heir-at-law,  the  legal  resid¬ 
uary  of  the  Historical  Society  of  old, —  Go  on  I  fultill 
your  mission !  Make  a  record  worthy  of  your  noble 
origin  and  promise !  Live,  act,  dare,  in  the  spirit  of 
that  elder  era, —  the  spirit  which  sustained  the  fathers  in 
the  day  of  slender  means, —  the  day  of  boundless  energy 
and  enterprise  and  trust, —  go  forward  thus,  and  the  God¬ 
speed  and  substantial  backing  of  this  brave  old  county 
shall  be  your  prop  and  stay  ! 


APPENDIX. 


Of  the  four  survivors  of  the  Historical  Society,  two, 
George  Rea  Curwen  and  Henry  Mason  lirooks,  occupied 
seats  on  the  platform  at  Academy  Hall.  Augustus  Dodge 
Rogers  was  ill,  and  died  October  1896,  and  Charles 
Warwick  Palfray  sent  the  following  letter: 


Salem.  Sept.  17,  1896. 

Hon.  H.  S.  Rantoui., 

My  deak  Siu  : 

I  desire  to  tender  to  you  personally,  ami  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Institute,  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  invitation  to  be  present  as  a 
guest  at  the  notable  commemoration,  on  Friday  afternoon.  I  need 
not  assure  you  that  it  would  allord  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  re¬ 
spond  in  person ;  but  the  Aveight  of  years  and  the  infirmities  of  age, 
Avhich  are  inexorable,  will  deprive  me  of  that  enjoyment. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  be  honored  by  an  intimate  ac(piaintance  with 
the  late  lamented  President,  Henry  Wheatland,  during  a  large  portion 
of  his  invaluable  labors,  and  to  become  deeply  interested  for  many 
years  in  the  aims  and  purposes  and  work  of  the  Institute.  So  that  if 
not  personally  a  witness  of  the  proceedings  on  Friday,  I  know  that 
they  will  be  eminently  worthy  of  the  memorable  occasion  and  fully 
up  to  the  highest  standard  of  the  Essex  Institute;  and,  when  pub¬ 
lished,  I  hope,  in  my  seclusion,  to  revel  in  the  delight  of  poring  over 
them  to  my  heart’s  content. 


Very  truly 

Your,  and  the  Committee’s, 

Grateful  friend  and  well-wisher, 

Chas.  W.  Palfkay. 


Other  communications  were  received.  Judge  End icott. 
the  President  of  the  Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  wrote 
as  follows : 
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Danrers  Centre,  Sept.  loth. 

Drar  Mr.  Rantoul, 

Your  most  kind  letter  of  invitation  to  be  present  on  the  75th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  founding  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society,  I  thank  you 
for  sincerely.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to 
accept  it,  and  take  part  in  an  occasion  so  interesting.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
desires  to  express  his  thanks  for  his  invitation,  and  his  regret  that  it 
wili  not  be  possible  for  him  to  be  present. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  ('.  Enoicott. 

Williiim  Endicott  of  Beverly  was  nine  montlis  old  when 
Washington  died.  He  has  long  been  the  last  survivor  in 
the  seventh  generation  of  descendants  from  Governor  John 
Endecott.  He  expressed  his  interest  in  this  occasion  in 
the  following  letter : 

Beverly,  September  16,  1896. 

Hon.  Robert  S.  Rantoul, 

President  of  Essex  Insittute, 

My  DE.4R  Sir  : 

1  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  75th  Anniversary 
of  the  Essex  Historical  Society  on  Friday  next.  It  would  give  me 
much  pleasure  to  be  present  and  listen  to  your  reminiscences  of  the 
past  but,  at  the  age  of  nearly  ninety-eight  years,  I  can  no  longer  ex¬ 
pect  to  attend  public  meetings  and  must  content  myself  with  recol¬ 
lections  of  my  own.  It  is  possible  that  I  may  be  the  only  person  now 
living  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  battle  between  the  Chesapeake 
and  the  Shannon  which  took  piace  oil  Saiem  at  about  fi  p.  m.  on  the 
first  day  of  .lune,  1813.  I  was  then  a  lad  of  fourteen  and  saw  tlie 
affair  from  the  roof  of  my  father’s  house  in  Beverly.  My  brotliers 
who  were  mates  of  Capt.  .Joseph  Peabody’s  ships  “Glide”  and  “  Janus,’’ 
were  there  with  a  spy-glass.  The  two  vessels  had  manoeuvred  for 
position  and  lay  side  by  side,  quite  near  each  other,  with  bows  pointed 
towards  the  shore.  They  appeared  in  range  between  Baker’s  Island 
and  Half  Way  Rock,  but  much  nearer  the  Island,  and  five  or  six  miles 
further  out.  Nothing  could  be  seen  for  the  smoke  while  they  were 
firing.  The  battle  was  over  in  fifteen  minutes  but  the  result  was  not 
known  for  many  days,  the  two  ships  being  taken  to  Halifax.  It  was 
concluded  from  that  fact  that  the  British  had  been  victorious. 

I  was  also  present  when  Judge  Story  delivered  the  eulogy  at  the 
funeral  of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow  whose  bodies  were  brought  from 
Halifax  to  Salem  in  August.  The  funeral  was  from  the  Howard 
Street  Church,  and  is  now  fresh  in  my  remembrance. 
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I  will  trouble  you  with  but  one  other  of  my  memories,  and  that  is 
of  a  fine  Cavalcade  that  came  from  Salem  to  Wenham  to  escort  Col. 
Timothy  Pickering  down  to  attend  a  dinner  given  him  by  his  Federalist 
friends.  It  was  said  that  at  the  same  time  the  procession  was  pass¬ 
ing  Beverly  Bridge  the  Democrats  were  hanging  him  in  effigy  on 
Naugus  Head.  I  think  this  was  in  1808.  I  also  remember  very  well 
the  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  in  1806,  and  what  I  was  doing  on  that  day. 
There  is  a  good  account  of  the  occurrence  in  the  life  of  Charles 
Bulflnch,  which  I  have  just  had  read  to  me. 

With  renewed  thanks,  I  remain 
Yours  very  truly, 

William  Endicott. 


Vice-Pre.sident  Morse,  who  occupied  the  chair,  after 
reading  a  portion  of  these  letters,  presented  Captain 
Francis  H.  Appleton,  as  the  grandson  of  Senator  Silsbee, 
and  President  of  the  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  as  well 
as  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society. 
Captain  Appleton  spoke  as  follows : 


Mk.  Vick-President  ok  the  E.S8EX  Institute, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  address  has  made  reference  to  a  certain  original  member  of 
the  Essex  Historical  Society ;  this  has  awakened  recollections  that  are 
especially  dear  to  me. 

I  have  a  clear  picture,  in  my  mind,  of  my  grandfather  the  late  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Silsbee,  Sr.,  as,  during  the  latter  days  of  his  life,  he  would 
sit  at  the  west  window  of  his  room  in  the  brick  house,  which  he  built, 
at  the  north  corner  of  Briggs  St.,  looking  out  upon  the  Common, 
which  he  had  seen  reclaimed  and  advanced  towards  its  present  com¬ 
plete  condition.  A  child  then,  I  looked  up  to  him,  who  had  always 
shown  the  warmest  love  and  greatest  kindness  to  me,  with  affection 
and  respect.  Time  has  informed  me  of  his  personal  worth ;  I  gathered 
it  from  the  expressions  of  others,  from  various  publications  and 
letters,  and  from  facts  gleaned  from  his  autobiography. 

Although  a  descendant  of  a  founder  of  this  honorable  society,  I 
might  not  have  been  asked  to  be  here  to  address  you,  briefly,  now, 
had  I  not  been  brought  so  much  in  contact  with  the  descendants  of 
my  grandfather’s  constituents,  in  his  home,  and  generally  throughout 
the  County,  and  Congressional  District,  who  all  honored  him. 
hist.  coll.  VOL.  xxxii  16 
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He  was  sent  by  them  to  Legislative  Halls  in  Boston  and  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  previous  to  his  being  sent  to  share,  vvitli  the  great  Webster, 
responsibilities,  for  Massachusetts,  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that,  when  under  age,  he  commanded  a  ship 
during  a  voyage  around  the  World,  and  made  several  changes  of  cargo 
by  trading  to  good  profit,  at  that  time.  The  Naval  Oflleer,  when 
Captain  Silsbee  left  Salem,  told  him  that  he  was  the  youngest  com¬ 
mander  who  had  ever  registered  up  to  that  time. 

It  has  been  a  great  interest  to  me  to  have  been  connected,  for  so 
many  years,  with  the  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  as  memher,  trustee 
and  President ;  a  Society  which  I  regard  as  kindred  to  the  Historical 
Society.  That  society  has  been  making  history  for  Essex  County  ever 
since  Col.  Timothy  Pickering,  and  his  associates,  founded  it  at  Tops- 
field  in  1818.  I  am  confirmed  in  my  idea  of  tlie  relationship  of  our 
Societies  by  the  fact  that  I  see  in  tliis  audience  a  considerable  number 
of  members  of  tlie  Agricultural  Society ;  and  1  would  express  the 
hope  that  the  citizens  of  the  County  will  continue  both  our  Societies 
in  progressive,  but  conservative  ways. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  permitting  me  to  meet  with  your 
Society  to-day  both  for  myself,  ami  as  President  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  to  listen  to  the  most  interesting  and  admirable  address  which 
Mr.  liantoul  has  delivered,  and  to  do  what  is  always  pleasant  to  me, 
to  meet  with  citizens  of  Salem,  and  Essex  County. 

At  the  close  of  these  exercises  the  {ratherinj;  repaired, 
for  tea,  to  Plummer  Hall. 


A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DESCENDANTS  OF 
WILLIAM  HASKELL  OF  GLOUCESTER, 
MASS. 


BY  LLYS.SES  G.  HASKELL,  BEVERLY,  MASS. 


THE  NAME. 


The  name  Hascal,  Hascall,  Hascol,  Hascoll,  Haskal, 
Haskall,  Haskel,  Haskil,  Haskill,  Haskol,  Haskoll,  Has- 
kul,  Haskull,  Haschal,  Hascliall,  Heskell  and  Heiskell, 
spelled  various  other  ways,  but  more  generally  spelled 
"  Haskell,”  is  stated  in  Arthur’s  "Etymological  Dictionary 
of  Family  and  Christian  Names,”  to  be  of  Welsh  origin, 
from  "  hasg,”  meaning  a  place  of  rushes,  or  a  sedgy 
place,  and  "hall”  or  "hayle”  a  moor,  or  marsh,  so  that 
the  name  would  appear  to  signify,  "  a  place  of  rushes  in 
the  marsh  ”  or  "  the  sedgy  place.” 

If  it  is  true  as  often  stated  that  individuals  become 
known  by  the  place  of  their  habitation,  it  is  probable  that 
some  of  the  name  lived  in  a  "  sedgy  place  on  the  moor,” 
which  would  no  appear  to  have  been  a  very  healthy  lo¬ 
cality,  or  one  where  you  would  expect  to  find  a  strong, 
robust  or  prolific  people,  and  therefore  does  not  seem  to 
accord  with  the  history  of  the  family. 

"  Asgall  ”  in  the  Gaelic  signifies,  a  sheltered  place,  a  re¬ 
treat  ;  and  with  the  addition  of  the  aspirated  "  H  ”  might 
make  the  name. 
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He  was  sent  by  them  to  Legislative  Halls  in  Boston  and  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  previous  to  his  being  sent  to  share,  witli  the  great  Webster, 
responsibilities,  for  Massachusetts,  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that,  when  under  age,  he  commanded  a  ship 
during  a  voyage  around  the  World,  and  made  several  changes  of  cargo 
by  trading  to  good  profit,  at  that  time.  The  Naval  Officer,  when 
Captain  Silsbee  left  Salem,  told  him  that  he  was  the  youngest  com¬ 
mander  who  had  ever  registered  up  to  that  time. 

It  has  been  a  great  interest  to  me  to  have  been  connected,  for  so 
many  years,  with  the  Essex  Agricultural  Society,  as  memlier,  trustee 
and  President ;  a  Society  w’hich  I  regard  as  kindred  to  the  Historical 
Society.  That  society  has  been  making  history  for  Essex  County  ever 
since  Col.  Timothy  Pickering,  and  his  associates,  founded  it  at  Tops- 
field  in  1818.  I  am  confirmed  in  my  idea  of  the  relationship  of  oiir 
Societies  by  the  fact  that  I  see  in  this  audience  a  considerable  iiumljer 
of  members  of  the  Agricultural  Society ;  and  I  would  express  the 
hope  that  the  citizens  of  the  County  will  continue  both  our  Societies 
in  progressive,  but  conservative  ways. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  permitting  me  to  meet  with  your 
Society  to-day  both  for  myself,  and  as  President  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  to  listen  to  the  most  interesting  and  admirable  address  which 
Mr.  Kantoul  has  delivered,  and  to  do  what  is  always  pleasant  to  me, 
to  meet  with  citizens  of  Salem,  and  Essex  County. 

At  the  close  of  these  exercises  the  jratherinfr  repaired, 
for  tea,  to  Plummer  Hall. 
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BY  rLYSiSES  G.  HASKELL,  BEVERLY,  MASS. 


THE  NAME. 


The  name  Huscal,  Hascall,  Hascol,  Hascoll,  Haskal, 
Haskall,  Haske],  Haskil,  Haskill,  Haskol,  Haskoll,  Has- 
kul,  Haskull,  Haschal,  Haschall,  Heskell  and  Heiskell, 
swelled  various  other  ways,  but  more  generally  spelled 
"  Haskell,”  is  stated  in  Arthur’s  "  Etymological  Dictionary 
of  Family  and  Christian  Nanjes,”  to  be  of  Welsh  origin, 
from  "  hasg,”  meaning  a  place  of  rushes,  or  a  sedgy 
place,  and  "  hall  ”  or  "  hayle  ”  a  moor,  or  marsh,  so  that 
the  name  would  appear  to  signify,  "a  place  of  rushes  in 
the  marsh  ”  or  "  the  sedgy  place.” 

If  it  is  true  as  often  stated  that  individuals  become 
known  by  the  place  of  their  habitation,  it  is  probable  that 
some  of  the  name  lived  in  a  "  sedgy  place  on  the  moor,” 
which  would  no  appear  to  have  been  a  very  healthy  lo¬ 
cality,  or  one  where  you  would  expect  to  find  a  strong, 
robust  or  prolific  people,  and  therefore  does  not  seem  to 
accord  with  the  history  of  the  family. 

"  Asgall  ”  in  the  Gielic  signifies,  a  sheltered  place,  a  re¬ 
treat  ;  and  with  the  addition  of  the  aspirated  "  H  ”  might 
make  the  name. 
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THE  HASKELL  FAMILY  IN  AMERICA. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  find  among  the  early  settlers  of 
New  Eugland  a  single  family  whose  genealogy  would  in¬ 
terest  more  persons  than  that  of  the  Haskell  family,  and 
as  yet  there  has  been  but  little  attempt  made  to  preserve 
any  information  relating  thereto. 

The  first  settlers  of  the  name  in  America  appear  to  have 
been  the  three  brothers,  Roger,  William  and  Mark,  the 
patriarchal  heads  of  the  family  in  this  country. 

Roger  was  the  eldest  and  Mark  the  youngest  of  the  trio 
who  probably  came  to  New  England  together  from  Bristol, 
England,  as  early  as  1637,  for  they  are  all  three  found  to 
have  been  very  early  settlers  in  that  part  of  Salem  which 
is  now  Beverly. 

Roger  was  born  in  England  in  1613  and  died  in  Salem 
(now  Beverly),  in  1667,  where  he  had  permanently  re¬ 
sided,  and  is  the  ancestor  of  most  of  the  persons  of  the 
name  now  residing  in  Beverly  and  near  vicinity,  though 
his  descendants  are  not  very  numerous. 

He  was  a  mariner,  and  engaged  in  the  fishing  business 
with  a  fish-house  on  Winter  Island  in  Salem  harbor.  In 
his  will  he  mentions  his  brothers  William  and  Mark,  and 
in  1679  William  was  appointed  guardian  of  his  son 
Samuel. 

William  was  born  in  England  in  1617,  resided  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1693,  and  will  I’eceive 
further  attention  in  this  article. 

Mark  was  born  in  England,  date  unknown,  and  first 
settled  in  Salem  (now  Beverly),  with  his  brother  Roger, 
and  is  said  to  have  removed  to  Plymouth  where  he  left 
descendants,  but  nothing  further  is  definitely  known  of 
him  other  than  that  he  is  mentioned  in  his  brother’s  will 
as  before  stated. 
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It  is  stated,  however,  by  Mr.  Perley  Derby  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  that  this  Mark  settled  in  Beverly  where  he  died  in 
1688-9,  with  an  estate  of  £370,  and  that  he  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  youngest  of  the  three  brothers ;  was  a  mariner 
engaged  in  the  fishing  business,  and  left  descendants  who 
settled  in  Marblehead,  Mass.,  and  intermarried  with  the 
White  and  Coombs  families. 

The  second  brother,  William  Haskell,  is  the  ancestor 
of  most  of  the  Haskells  in  this  country.  His  posterity  is 
believed  to  be  much  more  numerous  than  that  of  any 
other  of  the  early  settlers  of  Gloucester,  where  he  per¬ 
manently  resided.  A  large  number  are  still  to  be  found 
in  that  place  and  large  numbers  are  scattered  abroad  over 
the  country.  From  this  j)rolilic  stock  emigrants  have 
gone  forth,  who,  whether  they  braved  the  dangers  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life  in  the  forests  of  Maine,  or  sought 
a  kinder  soil  than  their  own  more  settled  regions,  or  en¬ 
gaged  in  handicraft  and  trades  in  the  marts  of  business, 
have  generally  sustained  the  character  for  usefulness  and 
I’espectability  which  the  family  has  always  borne  in  its 
more  ancient  seat. 


GENEALOGY. 


William  Haskell,^  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in 
Gloucester,  then  called  Cape  Ann,  was  born  in  England 
in  1617,  came  to  New  England  about  1637  with  his  broth¬ 
ers  Roger  and  Mark  with  whom  he  at  first  settled  in  the 
part  of  Salem,  now  Beverly,  then  known  as  Cape  Ann 
Side,  and  subsequently  became  a  permanent  resident  of 
Gloucester,  where  he  died  August  20,  1693,  leaving  an 
estate  valued  at  £548,  12s. 
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He  first  appears  in  Gloucester  in  1643  and  in  1645  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  his  land  at  Planters  Neck  where  he  prob¬ 
ably  resided  for  a  few  years  following  the  latter  date,  but 
the  information  obtained  from  the  recorded  births  of  his 
children  affords  grounds  for  the  conjecture  that  he  was  not 
a  permanent  resident  from  that  time. 

If,  however,  he  left  town  for  a  season  he  had  returned 
in  1656  and  settled  on  the  westerly  side  of  Anuisquam 
river  where  he  had  several  pieces  of  land,  among  which  was 
a  lot  of  ten  acres  with  a  house  and  barn  thereon  bought  of 
Richard  Window,  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Walk¬ 
er’s  creek.  His  two  sons  took  up  land,  on  both  sides  of 
this  creek  which  is  still  occupied  by  his  descendants. 

He  was  a  mariner,  and  was  engaged  in  the  fishing  busi¬ 
ness,  and  was  known  as  captain  and  lieutenant. 

The  public  offices  to  which  he  was  chosen  afford  suffi¬ 
cient  proof  that  he  was  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen. 
He  was  selectman  several  years,  and  a  representative  to 
the  general  court  six  times  in  the  course  of  twenty  years. 
In  1661  he  was  appointed  by  the  general  court  lieutenant 
of  the  "  trayned  band  ”  of  which  he  was  afterwards  captain. 

It  is  stated  that  in  1688  "some  feeble  but  magnanimous 
efforts  of  expiring  freedom  ”  were  exhibited  in  the  refusal 
of  several  towns  to  assess  the  taxes  which  the  Governor, 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and  Council  of  New  England  had 
levied  upon  them.  One  of  these  owns  was  Gloucester, 
seven  of  whose  citizens,  namely:  William  Haskell,  Sen., 
James  Stevens,  Thomas  Riggs,  Sen.,  Thomas  Milktt, 
JeftVey  Parsons,  Timothy  Somers  and  William  Sargent, 
Sen.,  were  fined  at  the  Superior  Court  at  Salem  for  the 
non-compliance  of  the  town  with  a  warrant  for  the  assess¬ 
ment  of  those  "odious  taxes”  in  1688.  The  first  five  were 
selectmen  and  Somers  a  constable.  All  but  Somers  were 
fined  forty  shillings  with  three  pounds  and  a  shilling 
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added  for  fees.  Somers  was  let  off  on  payment  of  fees 
oidy. 

In  1681  he  was  one  of  the  petitioners  to  the  King  pray¬ 
ing  for  the  crown’s  interposition  to  prevent  the  disturbance 
of  titles  to  real  estate  at  Gloucester  by  Robert  Mason  who 
had  made  claims  thereto. 

At  the  General  Court  in  1685  one  Grace  Dutch  was  ap¬ 
pointed  administrator  of  her  husband  Osmond  Dutch  "with 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  Lieutenant  William  Haskell.” 

He  was  also  one  of  the  first  of  two  of  whom  we  have 
any  knowledge  who  were  deacons  of  the  first  church  at 
Gloucester. 

He  married  November  16,  1643,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Walter  Tybbot,  who  died  four  days  before  her  husband, 
by  whom  he  had  the  tollowing  children  : 

2  i  William,  b.  Aug.  26,  1644. 

3  ii  .Joseph,  I).  June  2,  1646. 

4  iii  Benjamin,  b. - ,  1648. 

6  iv  John,  b. - ,  1649. 

6  V  Ruth,  b.  1654;  m.  Nehemiah  Grover,  of  Beverly,  Dec.  2, 

1673-4. 

7  vi  Mark,  b.  April  8,  1658. 

8  vii  Sarah,  b.  June  28,  l(i60. 

9  viii  Elinor,  b.  May  28,  1663;  m.  Jacot*  Grigs,  of  Beverly,  Nov. 

12,  1692. 

10  ix  Mary.  1). - :  m. -  Dodge, - . 

SECOND  GENERATION. 

2  William  Haskell,-  culled  junior,  was  born  August 
26,  1644,  and  died  June  5,  1708,  aged  sixty-four  years, 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  wliere  he  had  always  resided,  leav¬ 
ing  an  estate  valued  at  £666,  consisting  of  land,  buildings 
and  farm  stock. 

He  owned  an  e.xtensive  grist  and  saw  mill  which  fell  in 
the  division  of  his  estate  to  his  son  William. 

This  mill  was  probably  situated  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Rockport. 
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He  married,  July  3,  1667,  Mary  Walker,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Brown  who  took  the  name  of  her  step 
father  Henry  Walker,  and  who  died  November  12,  1715, 
aged  sixty-six  years. 

He  had  children  born  as  follows  ; 

11  i  Mary,  b.  April  29, 1668;  m.  Jacob  Davis,  S<‘pt.  14, 1687,  and 
Ezekiel  Woodward,  April  16,  1719. 

12  ii  William,  b.  Nov.  6,  1670. 

13  iii  Joseph,  b,  April  20,  1673. 

14  iv  Abigail,  b.  March  2,  1675;  m.  Nathaniel  Parsons,  Dec.  27, 

1697,  and  Isaac  Kveleth,  Dec.  20,  1722. 

15  V  Henry,  b.  April  2,  1678. 

16  vi  Andrew,  b.  July  27,  1680;  d.  Ang.  14,  1680. 

17  vii  Lydia,  b.  Sept.  4,  1681. 

18  viii  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  26,  1684;  d.  Feb.  20,  1691. 

19  ix  Elizabeth,  b.  April  5, 1686;  m.  Thomas  Sargent,  Sept.  27, 

1710  and  James  Godfrey,  June  4,  174 — . 

20  X  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  30,  1(!88;  d.  Feb.  15,  1691. 

21  xi  Jacob,  b.  Jan.  1.5,  1691. 

22  xii  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  11,  1692;  m.  her  cousin  Daniel  Haskell 

r29)  Dec.  31,  1716;  d.  July  10,  1773. 

3  Joseph  Haskell.^  was  born  June  2,  1646,  resided 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  November  12,  1727, 
aged  eighty  3'^ears. 

He  was  a  deacon  of  the  tirst  church ;  and  upon  its  for¬ 
mation  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  second  church  iu  Glouc¬ 
ester.  He  was  also  a  selectman  for  several  years. 

He  married  December  2,  1674,  Mary  Graves  of  Ando¬ 
ver,  Mass.,  who  died  April  8,  1733,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  and  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children, 
namely : 

23  i  Mary,  b.  April  29,  1676;  m. - Lord. 

24  ii  Walter,  b.  Nov.  18,  1677;  d.  Nov.  22,  1677. 

25  iii  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct,  24,  1679 ;  d.  Oct.  8,  1700. 

26  iv  Joseph,  b.  Nov.  27,  1681. 

27  v  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  30, 1683;  m.  a  Davis,  probably  Aaron. 

28  vi  Dorcas,  b.  March  7,  1685 ;  m.  Eliezer  Hubbard,  of  Salis¬ 

bury,  Mass.,  Dec.  16,  1712. 

29  vii  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  16,  1688. 
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30  viii  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  22,  1690. 

31  ix  Dorothy,  b.  Nov.  15,  1694 ;  m.  Josepli  Goodhue,  of  Ips¬ 

wich,  May  9,  1724. 

32  X  Naomi,  b.  Dec.  26,  1696;  m.  Isaac  Frye,'Oct.  13,  1725. 

4  Benjamin  Haskell,*^  was  born  in  1648,  resided  in 
(iloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in j  1740,  aged  about 
ninety-two  years.  His  will  was  proved  May  25,  1741. 

He  was  a  honsewright  by  trade,  was  often  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town,  was  a  representative  to  the  general 
court  ill  1706  and  in  1707,  and  was  a 'deacon  of  the  first 
and  second  churches  for  many  years. 

He  married  November  21,  1677,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Riggs,  who  died  January  29,  1698,  aged  thirty- 
nine  years,  and  l>y  whom  he  had  the  following  children  : 

33  i  Elinor,  b.  Aiiir.  26,  1678;  m.  Daniel  Kins, - ;  d.  .June 

10,  1713. 

34  ii  Hannah,  b.  Dec.  7,  1679;  d.  Dec.  8,  1679. 

35  iii  Patience,  b.  .lune  1,  1681;  ni.  John  Roberts,  March  17, 

1703. 

30  iv  Benjamin,  b.  March  13,  1683. 

37  V  John,  1).  April  1,  1685;  d.  unm. 

38  vi  Sarah,  b. - ,  1686;  m.  a  Pride,  probably  Peter. 

39  vii  Josiah,  b.  Sept.  25, 1687. 

40  viii  Thomas,  b.  Jan,  1,  1690. 

41  ix  William,  b.  April  6,  1695. 

5  John  Haskell,^  was  born  in  1649,  resided  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Feliruary  2,  1718,  at 
the  age  of  si.xty-nine  years. 

He  was  probably  the  John  Haskell  who  served  in  the 
Indian  war  of  1675,  with  the  sixteen  men  from  Gloucester, 
being  nearly  one-fonrth  of  all  its  male  citizens  capable 
of  bearing  arms.  This  large  levy  shows  the  exigency  of 
the  occasion. 

A  lot  of  land  was  granted  him  December  16,  1679,  sit¬ 
uated  at  Kettle  Cove,  for  his  services  in  this  war. 

In  1683  he  was  a  deputy  to  the  general  court. 
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He  maiTied  in  May  or  November  20, 1685,  Mary  Baker, 
wlio  died  November  24,  1723,  aged  tifty-eight  years,  and 
by  whom  he  had  the  following  children  : 

42  i  John,  b.  April  3,  1686;  d.  April  21,  1686. 

43  ii  Edith,  b.  May  22,  1687;  d.,  unm.,  1760. 

44  iii  Mary,  b.  Aug.  24,  1688;  d.  uuiii. 

45  iv  Sarah,  S  -b  1600. 

^  D  v\  111$  f  X 

46  V  Hannah,  J  t  both  d. young. 

47  vi  Ruth,  b.  Dec.  28,  1603;  in.  John  Clark,  Nov.  17,  1718,  and 

removed  to  Windham,  Conn.,  where  shedied  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years  in  1776. 

48  vii  John,  b.  Oct.  8,  1605,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1774,  childless,  if 

not  a  bachelor,  though  it  has  been  stated  that  he  prob¬ 
ably  married  Grace  Cummings,  May  It!,  1723.  but  he 
certainly  died  without  otlspring.  The  name  therefore 
was  not  perpetuated  in  this  branch  of  the  family. 

7  Mark  Haskell'-^  was  born  April  8,  1658,  resided  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Septemlier  8,  1691,  aged 
thirty -three  years. 

He  married  December  16,  1685,  Elizabeth  Giddings, 
supposed  to  have  been  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant  John 
Giddings  of  Ipswich,  Mass. 

His  widow  married  John  Denni.son  of  Ip.swich.  'I'he 
probate  records  show  that  Mark  and  William  Haskell, 
children  of  Mark  received  January  16,  1725,  of  their 
"honoured  father-in-law  Mr.  John  Dennison,  and  their 
honoured  mother  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dennison,  alias  Haskell, 
both  of  Ipswich,”  certain  money  due  from  the  e.stato  of 
their  grandfather  William  Haskell. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

49  i  George,  b.  Oct.  18,  1686;  d.  Nov.  10,  1686. 

50  ii  Mark,  b.  Sept  16, 1687. 

61  iii  William,  b.  Jau.  1,  1689-90. 

8  Sarah  Haskell'-*  was  born  June  28,  1660,  and  from 
the  probate  pai)ers  of  her  father’s  estate  appears  to  have 
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married,  February  5,  1684,  Edward  Haraden  of  Glouces¬ 
ter,  Mass. 

Rev.  John  Adams  Vinton,  however,  in  his  memorial  of 
the  Vinton  family  states  on  authority  of  Mr.  Ebenezer 
P<H)le  of  Rockport,  Mass.,  who  claimed  to  have  been  one 
of  her  descendants,  that  she  married  Richard  Woodberry 
of  Beverly,  Mass.,  December  16,  1679,  and  makes  no 
mention  of  the  marriage  to  Haraden.  Richard  Wood- 
berry  was  a  son  of  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in  Somer¬ 
setshire,  England,  in  1609,  and  came  to  Cape  Ann  in 
1624,  and  thence  to  Beverly. 

After  said  Richard’s  death  Sarah  married  John  Poole, 
who  was  born  in  Taunton,  England,  in  1670,  and  came 
to  Beverly  in  1690,  and  thence  to  Rockport,  Mass.,  in 
1700. 

THIRD  GENERATION. 

12  William  Haskell,'’’ known  as  "Ensign  Haskell,” 
was  born  November  6,  1670,  resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass., 
where  he  died  January  17,  1731,  leaving  an  estate  of 
£2, .565, of  which  vessels,  warehouse,  salt  and  a  negro  man 
formed  a  part. 

He  settled  on  or  near  the  ancestral  property,  which  1  ic¬ 
ing  favorably  situated  for  maritime  pursuits,  he  engaged 
in  both  fishing  and  agricultural  employments.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury  engaged  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  fishing  bus¬ 
iness,  but  he  apjiears  to  have  been  the  only  one  who  so 
carried  it  on  in  tlie  section  where  he  lived,  and  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  his  estate  shows  that  he  pursued  it  with  success. 

He  was  usually  called  "  Ensign  Haskell  ”  from  the  office 
he  held  in  a  military  company,  and  was  deacon  of  the 
second  church  for  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death  ;  also  a 
selectman  at  different  times. 
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He  married  September  8,  1692,  Abiirail  Davis,  probably 
the  daughter  of  Captain  James  Davis,  who  died  December 
30,  1730,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  and  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children  : 

52  i  William,  b. -  1693. 

63  ii  Mark,  b.  Anjiust  10,  1695. 

54  iii  Elizabeth,  b.  November  29,  1696;  m.  John  Parsons,  June 

6,  1716. 

55  iv  Abif?ail,  b.  Aug.  16,  1699;  m.  John  Tyler,  February  22, 

1722. 

56  V  Jemima,  b.  Dt!ceml)er  1,  1704;  m.  Joseph  Davis,  Sept.  21, 

1732,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Allen  in  1758. 

57  vi  Jedediah,  b.  July  31,  1708;  d.  Auff.  17,  1708. 

58  vii  Keziah,  b.  Feb.  28,  1711;  m.  Samuel  Herrick.  Jan.  3,  1731. 

59  viii  James,  b.  Sept.  24,  1712;  m.  Anna  Goodhue  in  1739,  and 

was  dismissed  from  the  church  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to 
the  church  in  Harvard,  Mass.,  in  1756. 

13  Joseph  HaskelP  was  born  April  20,  1673,  resid¬ 
ed  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  there  April  11,  1718, 
aged  forty-three  years.  In  his  will  he  directed  that  his 
son  Moses  should  "  learn  the  trade  and  mystery  of  a 
cooper  ”  which  was  his  own  trade. 

He  married  March  19,1696,  Rachel  El  well,  the  date  of 
whose  death  is  not  known,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children  ; 

60  i  Rachel,  b.  March  13,  1697;  m.  Jeremiah  RiKgs,  Dec.  31, 

1716. 

61  ii  Joseph,  b.  Dec.  16, 1698 ;  m.  May  17, 1720,  Mary  Woodward, 

and  lived  to  be  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age.  He  was 
dismissed  from  the  church  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to  the 
church  in  Harvard,  Mass.,  in  1735. 

62  iii  Al>raham,  b.  March  8,  1701 ;  m.  Amy  Stevens.  He  was 

dismissed  from  the  church  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to  the 
church  in  Stratham,  Mass.,  in  1732. 

63  iv  Hannah,  b,  June  28,  1703;  m.  James  Godfrey,  June  1, 1723, 

64  V  Moses,  b.  Dec.  25, 1705 ;  d.  probably  before  reaching  man¬ 

hood. 

66  vi  Stephen,  b.  July  7,  1708;  d.  probably  before  reaching  man¬ 
hood. 
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66  vil  Andrew,  b.  Dec.  6,  1711;  m.  Elinor  Haskell,  October  3, 

1737. 

67  viii  Jeremiah,  b.  October  23,  1714. 

15  Henry  HaskelP  was  born  April  2,  1678,  and  died 
in  Harvard,  Mass.,  date  unknown,  to  which  place  he  re¬ 
moved  from  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1735. 

He  married,  Ruth,  probably  York,  January  13,  1703, 
and  was  dismissed  from  the  church  in  Gloucester,  Mass., 
to  the  church  in  Harvard,  Ma.ss.,  upon  his  removal 
thereto. 

One  of  his  danghrers  married  a  Mead,  probably  after 
the  removal  to  Harvard. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

68  i  Ruth,  b.  Oct.  7,  1703;  d.  Oct.  15,  1703. 

69  ii  Mary,  b.  Nov.  13,  1704;  in.  Benjamin  Ray,  of  Falmouth, 

now  Portland,  Maine,  May  12,  1726. 

70  iii  Henry,  b.  .July  5,  1706;  m.  Huldah  Smith  in  1731 ;  was  dis¬ 

missed  from  the  church  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to  the 
church  in  Harvard,  Mass.,  in  1737. 

71  iv  Ruth,  b.  Aug.  27,  1709.  She  or  her  sister  Lydia  married  a 

Mead. 

72  V  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  19,  1713;  m.  Nathaniel  Bray,  Nov.  22,  1733. 

73  vi  Samuel,  b.  Sept.  3,  1715. 

74  vii  Lydia,  b.  June  28,  1718.  She  or  her  sister  Ruth  married  a 

Mead. 

17  Lydia  HaskelP  was  born  September  4,  1681  and 
probably  married  Elienezer  Parsons,  February  3,  1704, 
and  became  the  mother  of  Moses  Parsons,  the  minister  of 
Byfield,  whose  son  Theophilus  was  the  learned  lawyer  and 
chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  from  1806  to  his  death  in  1813. 

21  Jacob  HaskelP  was  born  January  15,  1601 ;  re¬ 
sided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  August  6, 
1756. 

He  was  a  deacon  of  the  second  church  in  Gloucester. 
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He  married  December  31,  1716,  Abijrail  Marcy,  wht»  died 
April  10,  1778,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children,  all  of  whom,  except  Abner, 
married  in  Gloucester : 


75 

76 

77 

78 


79 

80 

81 

82 


i  Jacob,  b.  Oct.  27,  1718;  m.  Tabitha  Day,  Nov.  29,  1739. 

ii  Abner,  b.  Dec.  6,  1721. 

ill  Abi^iail,  b.  Jan.  27,  1721;  in.  Thomas  Lufkin,  3d,  of  Ips¬ 
wich,  Mass. 

iv  Alexander,  b.  March  4,  1726;  in.  April  27,  1749,  Lucy  Has¬ 
kell,  and  in.  Oct.  7,  1762,  Rachel  Stanwood.  He  and 
his  wife  Lucy  were  dismissed  from  the  church  in 
Gloucester,  Mass  ,  to  the  church  in  Attleboro,  Mass., 
in  1756. 

V  Israel,  \  t^yins,  •!  b  Oct.  30,  1729. 

vi  .\inos,  J  t 

vii  Esther,  baptized  Jan.  23,  1732;  m.  Samuel  Stone,  of  Man¬ 

chester,  Mass. 

viii  Zebulon,  b.  Oct.  17,  1734. 


26  Joseph  HaskelD  was  liorn  November  27,  1681, 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  December  13, 
1768,  aged  eiglity-seven years.  lie  married,  January  13, 
1705,  Sarah  Davis,  probably  daughter  of  Jacob  Davis, 
who  died  March  25,  1725,  aged  forty  years,  and  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children  : 

83  i  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  21,  1706;  d.  Dec.  23,  1706. 

84  ii  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  19,  1707;  d.  Feb.  17,  1708. 

85  iii  Mercy,  b.  April  21,  1709;  d.  July  1,  1717. 

86  iv  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  25,  1710;  ra.  Jan.  6,  1736,  Mary  Sawyer 

and  was  lost  at  sea  on  a  Ashing  voyage  in  1738. 

87  V  Susannah,  b.  Feb.  20,  1712. 

88  vi  Dorcas,  b.  Aug.  26,  1713. 

89  vii  David,  b.  April  9,  1715. 

00  viii  Isaac,  b.  June  30,  1716. 

91  ix  Aaron,  b.  Aug.  16,  1717;  d.  Nov.  30,  1717. 

92  X  Ruth,  b.  Jan.  25,  1719. 

93  xi  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  19,  1720;  m.  Anna  Steele,  Jan.  3,  1750. 

94  xii  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  26,  1723. 


29  Daniel  Haskell^  was  born  December  16,  1688 
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resided  in  Glou(!ester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  December  4 
or  14,  1768. 

He  married  his  cousin  Sarah  Haskell  (22),  daughter  of 
William  Haskell  (2),  December  31,  1716,  who  died  July 
10,  1773,  aged  eighty  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  children  : 

95  i  Daniel,  1). - 1717. 

96  ii  Daniel,  b.  Oct.  2,  1718;  d.  Dec.  12,  1718. 

97  iii  Mary,  b.  Oct.  30,  1719. 

98  iv  Aaron,  1>.  26,  1721. 

99  V  Caleb,  b.  .Inly  24,  1723;  in.  Dec.  11,  17.50,  Elizabeth  Has¬ 

kell  (  ),  and  settled  in  Newbury,  Mass. 

100  vi  Daniel,  b.  April  27,  1725. 

101  vii  Ncbemiah,  b.  M-ircli  23,  1727. 

102  viil  .Tndith,  b.  Feb.  I,  1730. 

103  ix  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  22,  1731. 

104  X  .Joel,  b.  .Inly  9,  1733. 

106  xi  Moses,  1).  May  15,  1736 

30  Ebenezer  Haskell  was  born  Februar}' 22,  1690. 
He  had  a  wife  Elizabeth  and  several  children,  one  of  whtim 
Elijah  ,  is  said  to  have  settled  in  Salem,  Ma.ss. 

He  resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  is  probably  the 
Ebenezer  who  is  said  to  have  died  there  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

If,  hotvever,  he  was  the  father  of  Zachariah,  as  claimed 
by  William  H.  Haskell  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  as  shown 
on  William  O.  Haskell’s  genealogical  tree,  he  probably 
removed  to  Granville,  Mass. 

His  children  were  born  as  follows  : 

106  i  Ezra,  b.  .Tan.  27,  1725,  and  probably  died  young. 

107  ii  Ebenezer,  b.  May  28,  1726. 

108  iii  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  10,  1728. 

109  iv  Enoch,  b.  .Inly  1,  1730. 

110  V  I’hlneas  [or  Zeehariah],  b.  Sept.  18,  1732. 

111  vi  Elijah,  b.  Oct.  20,  1734. 

112  vii  Stephen,  b.  Dec.  1,  1736. 

113  viii  Sarah,  b. - ;  bapt.  March  11,  17.39. 


146  A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DESCENDANTS  OF 

36  Benjamin  HaskelP  was  born  March  13,  1683, 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  Feb.  9,  1764, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  leaving  no  male  issue. 

He  married  in  1708  Elizabeth  Allen,  who  died  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1724,  aged  thirty-five  years,  and  August  24,  1725, 
he  married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Bennet,  who  died 
December  23,  1744,  probably  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

His  children  were  born  as  follows  : 

114  i  Deliverance,  b.  Nov.  1,  1709;  d.  Nov.  1,  1709. 

115  ii  Experience,  b.  Dec.  13,  1711. 

116  iii  Prudence,  b.  Aup.  8,  1713. 

117  iv  Elinor,  b.  Ang.  14,  1715. 

118  V  Benjamin,  b.  March  22,  1718;  d.  Aug.  4,  1722. 

119  vi  Mary  \  twins 

120  vii  Thankful,  1  ’  t  both  d.  Nov.  8,  1719. 

121  viii  Patience,  b.  July  29,  1722. 

122  ix  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  8,  1727. 

39  Josiah  Haskell^  was  born  September  25,  1687, 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  is  supposed  to  have  set¬ 
tled  in  the  harbor  parish  about  1738,  where  he  died  prior 
to  1762,  his  son  Josiah  having  been  appointed  administra¬ 
tor  of  his  estate  in  that  year. 

He  married  Dec.  7,  1715,  Mary  Collins,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children,  the  last  two  of  whom  are  said 
to  have  been  lost  at  sea  together  in  1764 : 

123  i  John,  b.  Oct.  12,  1716. 

124  ii  Joshua,  b.  Aug.  20,  1718. 

125  iii  Eunice,  b.  April  30, 1722. 

126  iv  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  10,  1726. 

127  V  Josiah,  b.  Sept.  17,  1730;  probably  ni.  Elizabeth  Choate  in 

1757,  and  was  lost  at  sea  in  1764,  with  his  brother  Ado- 
niram. 

128  vi  Adoniram,  b.  ,Tau.  14,  1738;  was  lost  at  sea  in  1764  with 

his  brother  Josiah. 

40  Thomas  Haskell^  was  born  January  1,  1690; 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Falmouth,  now  Port- 


WILLIAM  HASKELL  OF  GLOUCESTER,  MASS.  147 

land,  Maine,  and  died  in  the  latter  place  February  10, 
1785,  aged  ninety-five  years. 

In  Gloucester  he  was  known  as  a  "sober  sort  of  a  man 
he  removed  from  thence  with  his  family  to  said  Falmouth 
in  1726,  which  was  at  that  time  being  re-settled  after  its 
almost  entire  destruction  by  the  Indians,  and  he  was  there 
a  long  and  respectable  inhabitant.  He  had  a  house  lot 
granted  him  in  1726  on  the  corner  of  Fore  and  King  streets 
where  he  probably  made  his  home. 

He  was  one  of  those  who  were  embodied  in  the  first 
church  in  Falmouth  on  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Smith  in  1727,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  lay  out  lands  in  1732. 

More  distinguished  was  he  iu  another  way,  for  he  had 
ten  children,  seventy-nine  grandchildren,  and  fifty-eight 
great  grandchildren,  and  left  a  numerous  posterity,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  the  ancestor  of  most  of  the  Haskells  in 
Maine. 

He  first  married  Hannah  Freez  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  in 
1717,  by  whom  he  had  one  child  Thomas.  She  died 
February  10,  1718,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 

He  next  married  Mary  Parsons,  November  26,  1719. 
Of  his  children,  Thomas,  Hannah,  Mary,  Solomon  and 
Benjamin  were  born  in  Gloucester,  the  others  in  Falmouth, 
as  follows : 

129  i  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  27, 1718. 

130  ii  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  26,  1720. 

131  iii  Mary,  b.  April  21,  1722. 

132  iv  Solomon,  b.  Feb.  6,  1724. 

133  V  Benjamin,  b.  May  3,  1726. 

134  Vi  William,  f  25,  1728. 

136  vii  Sarah,  >  t 

136  viii  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  27,  1732. 

137  ix  John,  b.  Aug.  25, 1735. 

1.38  X  Anna,  b.  April  22,  1737. 
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41  William  Haskell^  was  born  April  6,  1695,  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  always  resided  and  where 
he  died  July  21,  1778,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

He  married  Jerusha  Bennett  January  1,  1729,  and  had 
by  her  the  following  children  ; 

139  i  Benjamin,  b.  Oct.  28,  1730;  supposed  to  have  m.  Abigail 

Babson,  March  15,  1770. 

140  ii  Keturah,  b.  May  2,  1732. 

141  iii  Abimelech,  b.  May  9,  1733. 

142  iv  Jerusha,  b.  Dec.  25,  1737. 

143  V  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  11,  1739. 

144  vi  Lucy,  b.  May  31,  1742. 

145  vii  Judith,  b.  July  29,  1746. 

50  Mark  HaskelP  was  born  September  16,  1687,  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  in  1710  married  Martha  Tuthill  of 
Ipswich,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  in  1729,  and  where  he 
probably  died  in  1775  or  6. 

His  children  were  born  as  follows  : 

146  i  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  23,  1710. 

147  ii  Martha,  b.  Feb.  18,  1712. 

148  iii  Mark,  b.  Aug.  19,  1713. 

149  iv  Lucy,  b.  May  21,  1715. 

150  V  Priscilla,  b.  Oct.  8, 1718. 

151  vi  Jane,  b.  Jan.  22,  1722;  d.  July  2,  1722. 

152  vii  Jane,  b.  May  31,  1723;  d.  June  9,  1723. 

1.53  viii  Jemima,  b.  Sept.  27,  1724;  d.  Oct.  15,  1724. 

154  ix  George,  b.  Aug.  3,  1726;  d.  Aug.  15,  1726. 

51  William  HaskelP  was  born  Januaty  1, 1690,  and 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  December  10, 
1766,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

He  was  a  selectman  of  the  town,  a  deacon  of  the  second 
church  for  many  years,  and  in  1736  a  representative  to  the 
general  court. 

He  was  an  eminently  pious  man.  His  last  broken  ac¬ 
cents  5vere  heard  to  express  his  lamentations  and  supplica¬ 
tions  for  the  church  of  Christ. 
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He  married  Jemima  Hubbard,  who  died  in  1762,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  l)y  whom  he  liad  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children  ; 

155  1  Jemima,  1).  March  2,  1713;  d.  March  2,  1735. 

166  Li  Job.  I).  April  27,  1710. 

157  iii  Comfort,  b.  Mav  28,  1717;  m.  P;irkcr  Sawyer,  Nov.  10, 
1742,  and  d.  Sept.  5,  180!>.  a^ed  ninety-two  years. 

158  iv  Nathaniel,  b.  .Ian.  10,  1719. 

159  V  Hubbard,  b.  May  3,  1720. 

100  vi  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  8,  1723;  d.  Dec.  8,  1723. 

161  vii  William,  b.  Jan.  17,  1720. 

102  viii  George,  b.  Feb.  10,  1729;  d.  Feb.  19,  1729. 


FOURTH  GENERATION. 

52  William  Haskell'*  was  born  in  1693,  and  re¬ 
sided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  17,')2. 

He  married,  hrst,  a  wife  Abigail,  who  died  February  2, 
1737,  and  next  Susanna,  probably  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Farsons,  September  12,  1739. 

.Vfter  his  death  his  widow  removed  from  the  second 
p.irishto  the  h.irbor  .•ind  lor  several  years  kept  :i  boarding 
hniise  on  Middle  street. 

llis  children  were  born  as  follows: 

163  i  William,  b.  Dec.  10,  1719. 

104  ii  .Vbimdl,  b. - ,  1721 ;  d.  y. 

105  iii  .Abigail,  b - ,  1724;  d.  y. 

100  iv  Ward,  b. - ,  1734;  d.  y. 

107  V  Susannah,  b.  1730. 

108  vi  Lucretia,  b.  1740. 

109  vii  Ward,  b.  1740. 

170  v;iii  Anna,  b.  1743;  m.  Rev.  Thomas  Pierce,  of  Scarborough, 

Me.,  Nov.  29,  1702,  wlio  was  employed  sometime  in 
Gloucester  as  a  scliool  master  before  he  entered  the 
ministry,  and  was  probably  a  boarder  in  Anna’s  mother’s 
house. 

171  ix  Philemon,  b.  1745. 

172  X  Natlianiel,  b.  1747. 

173  xi  Abigail,  b.  1748. 
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53  Mark  Haskell^  was  born  August  10,  1695,  re¬ 
sided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  subsequently  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  was  probably  the  captain  Mark  Haskell  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

He  had  a  wife  Jemima  with  whom  he  was  dismissed 
from  the  second  church  in  Gloucester  to  the  church  in  .\t- 
tleboro.  Mass. 

A  schooner  belonging  to  Gloucester  commanded  by 
captain  Mark  Haskell  was  taken  by  pirates  in  1723. 

He  had  a  son 
174  i  Mark,  b.  1723. 

73  Samuel  Haskell^  was  born  September  3,  1715. 

He  had  the  following  children  : 

176  i  Samuel,  b.  174fi. 

176  ii  Joseph,  b. - . 

177  iii  Oliver,  b.  - . 

178  iv  William,  b.  - . 

179  V  Lemuel,  b. - . 

180  vi  Elizabeth,  b. - ;  m.  a  Willard. 

181  vii  Sybil,!). - ;  m.  a  Kingman. 

182  viii  Amy,  b. - ;  m.  a  Stone. 

79  Israel  Haskell^  was  born  October  30,  1729,  and 
married  Abigail  Davis,  December  13,  1753. 

He  at  first  resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass. ;  later  removed 
to  New  Gloucester,  Maine,  and  in  the  spring  of  1775  again 
removed  with  his  family  into  the  "  Sylvester  plantation,” 
afterwards  called  Turner,  Maine,  and  his  was  the  first 
family  that  made  a  permanent  settlement  in  that  place.  On 
a  visit  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Turner  to  the  place  in  1776, 
two  of  his  children  were  baptized,  Asa  and  Elizabeth,  and 
on  a  second  visit  of  that  clergyman,  his  child  Mary  was 
baptized  with  William  Bradford,  a  descendant  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Bradford,  and  with  others. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 
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183  i  Abigail,  b. - ;  in.  Richard  Phillips,  Jr.,  Dec.  12,  1796. 

184  ii  llaniiali,  b. - ;  m.  Abner  Phillips,  brother  of  Richard, 

Jr. 

185  iii  Israel,  b. - ;  m.  Juda  Wellman. 

isr.  iv  Jacob,  b  - ;  in.  Mary  Jonson,  Mar.  15,  1793. 

187  V  Esther,  b. - ;  m.  Joseph  Tyler,  Mar.  15,  1793. 

188  vi  Phebe,  b. - ;  m.  Samuel  Tyler. 

189  vii  Asa,  b. - ;  m.  Jemima  Bray. 

190  viii  Elizabeth,  b. - ;  m.  Daniel  Bray,  Jan.  16,  1794. 

191  ix  .Mary,  b.  - ;  m.  Nehemiah  Sawtelle. 

[Note.  Thomas  Merrill  of  Turner,  Me.,  son  of  Abel  and  Elizabeth 
(Page)  Merrill,  b.  August  19, 1774;  m.  Mary  Haskell  Nov.  22, 1801  and 
d.  March  20,  1862,  leaving  no  issue. 

Harriet  daughter  of  Abel,  Jr.,  brother  of  said  Thomas,  m.  Wash¬ 
ington  Haskell,  who  in  1872  lived  in  Auburn,  Me  ] 

80  Amos  HaskelP  was  born  a  twin  with  Israel 
(79),  October  30,  1729.  He  married,  first,  Mary  Riggs, 
November  20,  1750,  and  second,  Abigail  Bray,  April  9, 
1754,  and  resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Hi.s  children  were  as  follows  : 

192  i  Amos,  b.  1752. 

193  ii  Molly,  b.  1754. 

194  iii  Jonathan,  b.  1756. 

196  iv  Zebulon,  b.  1767. 

82  Zebulon  HaskelH  was  born  October  17,  1734; 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Haskell,  prob¬ 
ably  the  widow  of  Josiah  Haskell  (  ),  November  14, 

17fi5. 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

196  1  Esther,  b.  1765. 

197  ii  Susannah,  b.  1768. 

198  ill  Abigail,  b. - . 

199  iv  Zebulon,  b.  1770. 

200  v  William  E.,  b.  1775. 

201  vi  Jacob,  b. - . 

202  vii  Josiah,  b. - . 

203  viii  John,  b. - . 

204  ix  Isaac,  b. - . 
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89  David  Haskell^  was  born  April  9,  1715 ;  resided 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  in  August,  1791,  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

He  married,  first,  Elizabeth  Pope,  January  15, 1741,  and 
second,  Sarah  Haskell,  in  1749,  and  had  .thejtbllowiug 
children : 

205  i  David,  b.  1741. 

206  ii  Elizabeth,  b.  1744. 

207  iii  Jonathan,  b.  1748. 

208  iv  Aaron,  b.  1751. 

209  V  Joseph,  b.  1754. 

210  vi  Ruth,  b.  1757. 

211  vii  Hltty,  b.  1762. 

212  viii  Naomi,  b. - . 

90  Isaac  Haskell  was  born  June  30,  1716 ;  re¬ 
sided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  April  27,  1804.  He 
married,  first,  Dorothy  Hubbard  in  1742,  and  second, 
Eunice  Herrick,  a  widow,  who  died  April  29,  1804,  hav¬ 
ing  survived  her  husband  two  days. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

213  i  Adoniram,  b.  1761. 

214  il  Dolly,  b. - . 

215  iii  Thomas,  b. - . 

216  iv  Molly,  b. - . 

217  V  Isaac,  b. - . 

218  vi  Thankful,  b. - . 

Note.  [An  Isaac  Haskell  was  a  flfer  in  Capt.  Rowe’s  Co.,  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.]  • 

100  Daniel  HaskelD  was  born  April  27,  1725,  and 
married  Hannah  Johnson  of  Ipswich  with  whom  he  was 
intending  marriage  November  13,  1750. 

He  left  a  child  : 

219  Daniel,  b. - . 

101  Nehemiah  Haskell^  was  born  March  23,  1727. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

220  i  Aaron,  b.  1769. 
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221  ii  Jeremiah,  b.  1771. 

222  iii  Moses,  b. - . 

223  iv  Neliemiah,  b. - . 

224  V  Elizabeth,  1). - ;  m.  a  Tucker. 

225  vi  Lucy,  b. - . 

226  vii  Hannah,  b. - ;  in.  a  Tucker. 

104  Joel  Haskell'*  was  born  July  9,  1733,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Joanna  Burnham,  July  19,  1755. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

227  i  Susan,  b. - . 

228  ii  Annie,  b. - . 

229  iii  Sally,  b. - . 

230  iv  Jonathan,  b. - . 

105  Moses  Haskell^  was  born  May  15,  1736,  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  removed  to  and  settled  in  New 
Gloucester,  Maine. 

He  married  Sarah  Haskell  (  ),  with  whom  he  was 

intending  marriage  November  19,  1763. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

231  i  William,  b. - . 

232  ii - ,  b. - . 

233  hi - ,  b. - . 

234  iv - ,  b. - . 

235  V  - ,  b. - . 

236  Vi - ,  1). - . 

109  Enoch  HaskelH  was  bom  July  1,  1730,  and 
was  intending  marriage  with  Lucy  Burnham  of  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  December  30,  1756,  and  with  Dorcas  Frye,  of  An¬ 
dover,  Mass.,  November  9,  1759. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

237  i  Ebenezer,  b. - . 

238  ii  Moody,  b. - . 

110  Phineas  [or  Zechariah]  HaskelP  was  born 
September  8,  1732. 

Zechariah  lived  in  Granville,  Mass.,  and  was  probably 
identical  with  Phineas. 
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He  served  in  the  army  during  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  and  in  1761  probably  married  Susannah  Burnham. 

He  had  a  child  : 

239  Simeon,  b.  1758. 

111  Elijah  Haskell^  was  born  October  20,  1734  and 
is  said  to  have  settled  in  Salem,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows ; 

240  i  Joanna,  b. - ;  m.  a  Pettengill. 

241  ii  Ebenezer,  b. - . 

242  iii  Elijah,  b.  - . 

112  Stephen  HaskelH  was  born  December  1,  1736, 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

He  was  intending  marriage  with  Sarah  Ring,  April  4, 
1764,  and  had  the  following  children  : 

243  i  Abraham,  b.  1772. 

244  ii  Stephen,  b. - . 

246  iii  James,  b. - . 

246  iv  Sarah,  b. - . 

247  V  Judith,  b. - . 

248  vi  Enoch,  b. - . 

123  John  Haskell^  was  born  October  12,  1716,  and 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  having  removed  from  the 
second  parish  in  1753  to  the  harbor  parish. 

He  married  Mary  Bray,  November  15,  1743,  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children  : 

249  i  Thomas,  b.  1748. 

260  ii  Joseph,*  b. - . 

261  iii  Josiah,  b.  1764. 

262  iv  John,  b.  March  19,  1764. 

263  V  Edward,  b.  1780. 

124  Joshua  HaskelF  was  born  August  20,  1718 ; 
was  a  mariner  and  resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  having 
removed  in  1753  from  the  second  to  the  harbor  parish. 

♦  William  O.  Haskell  In  his  genealogical  tree  of  the  descendants  of  William 
Haskell  makes  no  mention  of  “  Joseph,”  who  it  is  believed  was  identical  with 
“  Josiah.” 
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He  married  Elinor  Bray,  March  31,  1741,  and  secoml, 
Esther  Parsons,  November  4,  1767. 

In  1746  when  there  was  a  French  fleet  off  the  coast  of 
New  England,  his  testimony  with  that  of  others  appears 
to  have  been  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
New  Hampshire  in  proof  of  the  fact,  in  consequence  of 
which  steps  were  taken  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
colonies. 

His  testimony  was  as  follows  : 

"Joshua  Haskell  of  Gloucester,  master  of  the  schooner 
Happy  Return,  declares  and  says  that  on  Wednesday 
the  10*^*  of  Sept,  instant  at  about  four  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  being  between  Margarets  Bay  and  Le  Have  on 
the  Cape  Sable  shoar  I  discovered  about  thirty  sail  of  top¬ 
sail  vessels  at  about  six  or  seven  miles  distance  from  us 
and  about  ten  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Jebucto  stand¬ 
ing  in  with  the  land  close  haVd  by  the  wind  which  was 
then  about  East  Northeast.  Two  of  the  ships  were  the 
largest  I  ever  saw,  I  could  not  perceive  any  colours  on 
board  an}'  of  them.  The  sternmost  ship  gave  us  chase 
under  our  Lee  for  about  an  hour,  but  at  sunset  we  saw 
her  standing  to  the  fleet  again. 

And  he  farther  saith  that  on  Tuesday  the  16th  inst, 
being  then  about  forty-five  leagues  to  the  Eastward  of 
Cape  Ann  he  saw  a  ship  (of  about  40  or  50  guns  as  he 
judges)  with  a  flag  at  her  main  mast  head  standing  towards 
Cape  Sable  with  the  wind  then  about  East. 

Joshua  Haskell. 

^  SuflTolk,  ss.  Boston,  September  19,  1746,  Mr.  Joshua 
Haskell  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  Declaration 
syned  by  him  before  me 

Jacob  Wendell  Just.  Peace." 

He  probably  left  descendants,  but  none  are  known. 

17* 


HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXII 


156  A  SHOKT  ACCOUNT  OF  THK  DESCENDANTS  OF 

129  Thomas  Haskell^  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass., 
January  27,  1718,  and  removed  with  his  parents  in  1726 
to  Falmouth,  Maine,  where  he  resided  until  1743,  when 
he  was  dismissed  from  the  church,  having  removed  to  a 
new  settlement  called  New  Marblehead,  Maine,  in  order 
to  the  embodying  a  church  there,  there  being  a  paucity  of 
members  and  he  living  in  that  neighborhood,  though  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  the  first  church  of  Falmouth. 

Whether  he  left  descendants  is  unknown. 

137  JohnHaskelP  was  born  August  25,  1735,  in 
Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Maine,  and  resided  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity  or  in  Scarborough  all  his  life. 

He  married  Abigail  Libby,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow'- 
ing  children : 

254  i  Polly,  b. - ;  ra.  a  Young. 

255  ii  Benjamin,  b. - . 

250  iii  Jolin,  b. - . 

257  iv  Jonathan,  b. - ;  m.  Martha  Phinney. 

258  V  Thomas,  b. - ;  m.  Lucretia  Whiting. 

259  vi  Abigail,  b. - ;  m.  David  Plummer. 

260  vii  Reuben,  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Seal. 

261  vlii  Samuel,  b. - ;  m.  Lydia  Plummer. 

262  ix  Rachel,  b.  1786;  m.  1st,  David  Grant;  2d,  Michael  Dyer; 

d.  1885. 

148  Mark  HaskelP  was  born  August  19,  1713,  and 
resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

263  i  Mark,  b.  1744 ;  was  deacon  in  the  church  at  Ipswich,  Mass. , 

where  he  died  March  15,  1828. 

264  ii  Solomon,  b. - . 

265  iii  Edward,  b. - . 

266  iv  Joshua,  b. - . 

267  v  Ignatius,  b. - . 

156  Job  HaskelP  was  born  April  27,  1716,  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  in  July,  1806,  at  the  age  ot 
ninety  years. 
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He  settled  in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  in  May,  1738,  residing 
at  Hampton  Falls,  but  is  said  to  have  died  in  New 
Gloucester,  Maine. 

In  November,  1765,  he  signed  the  petition  for  a  Pres- 
liyterian  church,  and  for  renewal  of  the  same  in  July, 
1767,  upon  ivhich  the  town  of  Hampton  was  divided  into 
two  parishes.  He  also  signed  a  petition  praying  that  a 
township  be  set  off  to  the  petitioners. 

In  1778  he  signed  a  petition  as  of  Seabrook,  N.  H.,  to 
relieve  the  town  from  making  up  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  men  ordered  for  the  Continental  army,  or  that 
the  Quakers  be  compelled  to  procure  their  proportionate 
part,  having  procured  only  nine  out  of  the  fifteen  men 
called  for. 

He  married  January  26,  1737-8,  Marcy  Leavitt,  prob¬ 
ably  of  Hampton  Falls,  and  afterwards  went  to  New 
Gloucester,  Maine. 

His  children,  born  at  Hampton  Falls,  were  as  follows : 

268  i  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  2,  1739. 

269  ii  Nathaniel,  b.  Feb.  14,  1742. 

270  iii  Job,  b.  Nov.  22,  1744. 

271  iv  Jemima,  b.  June  23,  1749;  m.  Richard  Tobey. 

272  V  William,  b.  July  30,  1756. 

158  Nathaniel  HaskelP  was  born  January  16, 1719, 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died 
July  31,  1808. 

He  was  deacon  of  the  second  church  for  about  fifty 
years  and  from  papers  found  among  his  effects  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  he  was  a  thoughtful  and  prayerful  Christian,  and 
that  his  mind  was  much  exercised  over  the  subtle  doctri¬ 
nal  points  in  theology  which  were  deemed  of  so  much 
importance  a  century  ago. 

He  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  White, 
November  11,  1740,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  : 


156  A  SHOKT  ACCOUNT  OF  THK  DESCENDANTS  OF 

129  Thomas  Haskell^  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass., 
January  27,  1718,  and  removed  with  his  parents  in  1726 
to  Falmouth,  Maine,  where  he  resided  until  1743,  when 
he  was  dismissed  from  the  church,  having  removed  to  a 
new  settlement  called  New  Marblehead,  Maine,  in  order 
to  the  embodying  a  church  there,  there  being  a  paucity  of 
members  and  he  living  in  that  neighborhood,  though  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  the  first  church  of  Falmouth. 

Whether  he  left  descendants  is  unknown. 

137  John  HaskelP  was  born  August  25,  1735,  in 
Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Maine,  and  resided  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity  or  in  Scarborough  all  his  life. 

He  married  Abigail  Libby,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children : 

254  i  Polly,  b.  - ;  m.  a  Youug. 

266  ii  Benjamin,  b. - . 

266  iii  John,  b. - . 

257  iv  Jonathan,  b. - ;  m.  Martha  Phinney. 

258  V  Thomas,  b. - ;  m.  Lucretia  Whiting. 

259  vi  Abigail,  b. - ;  m.  David  Piummer. 

260  vii  Reuben,  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Seal. 

261  vlii  Samuel,  b. - ;  m.  Lydia  Plummer. 

262  ix  Rachel,  b.  1786;  m.  1st,  David  Grant;  2d,  Michael  Dyer; 

d.  1885. 

148  Mark  HaskelP  was  born  August  19,  1713,  and 

resided  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

263  i  Mark,  b.  1744;  was  deacon  in  the  church  at  Ipswich,  Mass., 

where  he  died  March  15,  1828. 

264  ii  Soiomon,  b. - . 

265  iii  Edward,  b. - . 

266  iv  Joshua,  b. - . 

267  V  Ignatius,  b. - . 

156  Job  HaskelP  was  born  April  27,  1716,  in 

Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  died  in  July,  1806,  at  the  age  ot 

ninety  years. 
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Ho  settled  in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  in  May,  1738,  residing 
at  Hampton  Falls,  but  is  said  to  have  died  in  New 
Gloucester,  Maine. 

In  November,  1765,  he  signed  the  petition  for  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  and  for  renewal  of  the  same  in  July, 
1767,  upon  v^hich  the  town  of  Hampton  was  divided  into 
two  parishes.  He  also  signed  a  petition  praying  that  a 
township  be  set  oft’ to  the  petitioners. 

In  1778  he  signed  a  petition  as  of  Seabrook,  N.  H.,  to 
relieve  the  town  from  making  up  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  men  ordered  for  the  Continental  army,  or  that 
the  Quakers  be  compelled  to  procure  their  proportionate 
part,  having  procured  only  nine  out  of  the  fifteen  men 
called  for. 

He  married  January  26,  1737-8,  Marcy  Leavitt,  prob¬ 
ably  of  Hampton  Falls,  and  afterwards  went  to  New 
Gloucester,  Maine. 

His  children,  born  at  Hampton  Falls,  were  as  follows : 

268  i  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  2,  1739. 

269  ii  Nathaniel,  b.  Feb.  14,  1742. 

270  iii  Job,  b.  Nov.  22,  1744. 

271  iv  Jemima,  b.  June  23,  1749;  m.  Ricliard  Tobey. 

272  V  William,  b.  July  30,  1756. 

158  Nathaniel  HaskelP  was  born  January  16, 1719, 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died 
July  31,  1808. 

He  was  deacon  of  the  second  church  for  about  fifty 
years  and  from  papers  found  among  his  eftects  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  he  was  a  thoughtful  and  prayerful  Christian,  and 
that  his  mind  was  much  exercised  over  the  subtle  doctri¬ 
nal  points  in  theology  which  were  deemed  of  so  much 
importance  a  century  ago. 

He  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  White, 
November  11,  1740,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  : 
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273  i  Nathaniel,  b.  1743. 

274  ii  John,  b.  1744. 

275  iii  Elias,  b.  1747. 

276  iv  Hannah,  b.  1749. 

277  V  Judith,  b.  1752. 

278  vi  William,  b.  1753. 

279  vil  Mary,  b.  1755. 

280  viii  - twins 

281  lx - ,  i 

282  X  Jemima,  b. - . 

283  xi  Lucy,  b. - . 

159  Hubbard  Haskell^  was  born  May  3,  1720,  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died 
April  9,  1811,  aged  ninety  years. 

He  was  a  sailmaker  by  trade  and  was  also  engaged  in 
commerce.  In  accordance  with  his  pious  education  and 
parentage  he  was  a  religious  man  and  creditably  sustained 
for  thirty  years  the  office  of  deacon  of  the  first  church. 

He  married  Anna  Millett,  November  17,  1740,  who 
survived  him  but  six  months  after  a  conjugal  union  of 
more  than  seventy  years,  having  reached  the  age  of 
ninety-three  years. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

284  i  Hubbard,  b.  1741 ;  d.  y. 

285  ii  Jemima,  b.  1743. 

286  iii  Hubbard,  b.  1745. 

287  iv  Anna,  b.  1748. 

288  V  Nathan,  b.  1749;  d.  y. 

289  vi  Nathan,  b.  1750. 

290  vii  Hannah,  b.  1752;  d.  y. 

291  viii  Sarah,  b.  1754. 

282  ix  William,  b.  1761. 

293  X  Hannah,  b. - . 

161  William  HaskelH  was  born  January  17,  1728, 
in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died 
April  27,  1806. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Haskell  (  ) ,  November  6, 1746, 

by  whom  he  liad  the  following  children  : 


,  |b.  1760. 
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294  i  Benjamin,  b.  — 

296  ii  Jemima,  b. - 

286  iii  Moses,  b.  1767. 

297  iv  Elizabeth,  i).  — 

298  V  Elias,  1). - 


FIFTH  GENERATION. 

163  William  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  December  10,  1719,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  William  Haskell  who  was  killed  in  the  King’s  .service 
in  1759. 

He  married  Ruth  Bennett,  October  IG,  1742,  and  had 
seven  children  all  of  whom  were  baptized  at  the  seeond 
church  in  Gloucester. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

299  i  William,  b.  June  8.  1751. 

aOO  ii - ,  1).  . 

.801  iii - ,  b. - . 

302  iv - ,  b. - . 

303  V - ,  b. - . 

304  vi - ,  b. - . 

305  vii - ,  b. - . 

This  son  Williani  (299)  was  the  sixth  of  an  unbroken  line  of 
Williams,  but  of  him  nothing  further  is  knoAvn. 

174  Mark  Haskell^  was  born  in  1723,  either  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  or  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  which  place 
his  parents  removed.  His  children  were  as  follows  : 

306  i  Ignatius,  b. - . 

307  ii  Solomon,  b. - . 

308  iii  Mark,  b.  1749. 

175  Samuel  Haskell^  was  born  in  1746,  and  had  the 
following  children  : 

309  i  Samuel,  b.  - . 

310  ii  Sybil,!). - ;  m.  a  Tenny. 

311  iii  John,  b. - . 

312  iv  Martha,  b. - ;  m.  a  Houghton. 
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313  V  Rntli,  b. - . 

314  vi  Susan,  b. - . 

315  vii  Eunice,  b. - . 

316  viii  Mercy,  b.  - ;  ni.  a  Hervey. 

317  ix  Ward  S.  b.  - . 

318  X  Elizabeth,  b. - ;  in.  a  Coolidge. 

319  xi  Sarah,  b. - . 

320  xii  George,  b. - . 

192  Amos  HaskelP  was  horn  in  1752  in  Gloucester, 
M  ass.,  and  had  the  following  children  : 

321  i  Amos,  b.  1775. 

322  ii  Humphrey  B.,  b. - . 

323  iii  Jonathan,  b. - . 

324  iv  Asa,  b. - . 

325  V  .4zor,  b.  - . 

326  vi  .\bigaii,  b. - . 

327  vii  Lucy.  b.  - . 

199  Zebulon  HaskelP  was  horn  in  1770  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died 
July  20,  1868,  aged  ninety -three  years. 

lie  married  Judith  Herrick  March  16,  1797,  and  had 
the  following  children  : 

328  i  Amos,  b. - . 

329  ii  Nancy,  b. - . 

330  iii  Ruth,  b. - . 

331  iv  Lemuel,  b.  - . 

,332  V  .ludith,  b. - . 

333  vi  Benjamin,  b. - . 

334  vii  John.  b. - . 

335  viii  Jacob,  b. - . 

336  ix  Almira,  b. - . 

337  X  Zebulon,  b. - 

200  William  E.  HaskelP  was  horn  in  Gloucester, 
Miiss.,  in  1775,  ami  Tiad  the  following  children  : 

338  i  Jacob  S.,  b.  1811. 

339  ii  William,  b. - . 

201  Jacob  HaskelP  was  horn  in  Glouce.ster,  Mass., 
later  than  1775,  and  had  the  following  children  : 
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340  i  Eliza  A.,  b.  - . 

341  ii  Samuel,  b. - . 

202  Josiah  HaskelP  was  born  later  than  1776  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  ami  had  a  child: 

342  i  Lemuel,  b.  - . 

208  Aaron  Haskell'^  was  born  in  Gloucester, Mass., 
in  1751,  where  he  resided,  and  died  iii  1834  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years. 

He  was  the  father  of  Thomas  Haskell  who  was  a  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  General  Court  from  Gloucester  in  the 
year  1836. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 


343 

i 

Sarah,  b.  1780;  m.  a  Riggs. 

344 

ii 

Mehitable.  h.  1782. 

345 

iii 

Abel,  b.  1785. 

34() 

iv 

Charles,  b. - 

.•147 

V 

Jonathan,  b.  - . 

348 

vi 

Aaron,  b. - . 

349 

vii 

Thomas,  b  - . 

350 

viii 

Joseph,  b. - — . 

351 

ix 

David,  b.  - - . 

213  Adoniram  Haskell'*  was  born  in  Gloucester  in 
1761,  and  died  August  5,  1845,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

352  i  Francis,  b. - . 

353  ii  Perkins,  b.  1800. 

354  iii  Frederick,  b. - . 

219  Daniel  Haskell'*  w'as  born  about  1751,  and  left 
the  following  children  : 

355  i  Daniel,  b. - . 

356  ii  Samuel,  b.  - . 

357  iii  George,  b. - . 

358  iv  Elijah,  b. - . 

359  V  Louis,  b. - . 

220  Aaron  HaskelP  was  born  in  1769,  and  had  the 
following  children : 
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360  i  Cyntha,  b.  1796. 

361  ii  Nehemiah,  b.  1799. 

362  iii  Sally,  b.  1804. 

363  iv  Barnabas,  b.  1806. 

364  V  George,  b.  1809. 

221  Jeremiah  HaskelP  was  born  in  1771.  His 
children  were  as  follows  : 

365  i  Joseph,  b.  1797. 

366  ii  Charles,  b. - . 

367  iii  William,  b. - . 

368  iv  Jeremiah,  b. - . 

369  V  Thomas,  b. - . 

370  vi  Enoch,  b.  - . 

371  vii  John,  b.  - . 

372  viii  Elizabeth,  b. - . 

373  ix  Mary,  b. - . 

374  X  Daniel  N.,  b. - . 

230  Jonathan  HaskelP  was  born - .  His  chil¬ 

dren  were  as  follows: 

375  i  Parmelia,  b.  1791. 

376  ii  Bildad,  b.  1792. 

377  iii  Charles,  b.  1795. 

378  iv  Deborah,  b.  1797. 

379  V  Betsey,  b.  1799. 

380  vi  Jonathan,  b.  1801. 

381  vii  Roxanna,  b.  1803. 

382  viii  Samuel,  b.  1805. 

383  ix  Medapha,  b.  1808. 

384  X  Bradford,  b.  1812. 

237  Ebenezer  HaskelP  was  born - .  His  chil¬ 

dren  were  as  follows  : 

386  i  Enoch,  b. - . 

386  ii  Caleb,  b. - . 

239  Simeon  HaskelP  was  born  in  1758,  and  died 
in  1846  in  Granville,  Mass.,  where  he  had  resided. 

He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 

He  married  Sarah  Parsons,  and  had  the  following  chil- 
'’ren : 
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387 

i 

Simeon  P.,  b.  1780. 

388 

ii 

Thomas,  b.  1782. 

389 

iii 

Sarah,  b.  1784;  m.  a  White. 

.390 

iv 

Daisan,  b.  1786. 

391 

V 

Horace,  b.  1788. 

392 

vi 

Orpha,  b.  1790;  m.  a  Fields. 

393 

vii 

Leonard,  b.  1792. 

394 

viii  Sophia,  b.  1704 ;  m.  a  Booth. 

395 

ix 

Abigail,  b.  1796 ;  m.  a  Tenny, 

396 

X 

Jabez,  b.  1799. 

242  Elijah  Haskell^  was  born  - .  His  children 

were  as  follows : 


397 

i 

Lucy,  b.  1798. 

398 

ii 

Hannah,  b.  1800;  m.  a  Smith. 

399 

iii 

Eliza,  b.  1802;  m.  a  Shaw. 

400 

iv 

Elijah,  b.  1804. 

401 

V 

1  twins, -fb.  1806;  d.  y. 

402 

vi 

Mary,  /  1 

403 

vii 

Mary,  b.  1808 ;  m.  a  Honeycomb. 

404 

viii 

William  S.,  b.  1810. 

405 

ix 

Daniel  C.,  b.  1812. 

406 

X 

Anna  D.,  b. - ;  m.  a  Perley. 

243  Abraham  Haskell*’  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1772,  and  died  August  16,  1849,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

407  i  Henry,  b.  1809. 

408  ii  George,  b. - . 

409  iii  Abraham,  b. - . 

410  iv  Phincas,  b. - . 

411  V  Ezra,  b. - . 


244  Stephen  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

412  i  Ebenezer,  b. - 

413  ii  Sarah,  b. - 

248  Enoch  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 
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His  children  were  as  follows  : 

414  i  Agnes,  b.  1812. 

415  ii  Elizabeth,  b. - . 

416  iii  Enoch,  b. - . 

417  iv  Stephen,  b. - . 

249  Thomas  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1748. 

He  had  a  child  : 

418  i  George,  b. - . 

250  Joseph  Haskell,^  probably  identical  with  251 
Josiah,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1754,  and 
resided  there  at  the  harbor,  and  died  February  16,  1821, 
aged  about  sixty-seven  years. 

Before  completing  his  eighteenth  year  he  married  Abi¬ 
gail  Fellows  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  who  was  twenty-eight. 
His  children  were  as  follows : 

419  i  Josiah,  b.  1772. 

420  ii  John,  b.  1783. 

421  iii  William,  b.  1784. 

252  John  Haskell^  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass., 
March  19,  1764,  where  he  resided.  He  was  a  shipmas¬ 
ter  and  died  at  Holmes  Hole,  where  he  put  in  sick  on  a 
passage  from  the  West  Indies,  November  13, 1806,  aged 
forty-two  years. 

He  married  Polly  Goodhue  July  17,  1785,  and  had  a 
son : 

422  i  John,  b.  1786. 

253  Edward  Haskell^  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1780. 

He  had  a  child  : 

423  i  William,  b.  1809. 

255  Benjamin  HaskelP  was  born - ,  married 
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Sally  Berry,  resided  in  Standish,  Me.,  and  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children : 


424 

425 

i 

ii 

Rebecca,  b.  — 
Cyrus,  b. - 

- ,  m.  John  Wescott. 

426 

iii 

Benjamin,  b.  - 

- ,  m.  Nancy  Pride. 

427 

iv 

Levi,  b.  Sept., 

1788. 

428 

V 

Abigail,  b. - ,  m.  William  Wescott,  and  had  daughter 

Sarah  Wescott  who  was  living  in  North  Windham,  Me., 
in  1895. 

429 

430 

431 

vi 

vii 

viii 

Sally,  b. - 

Nancy,  b. - 

Rachel,  b. - 

-,  m.  Israel  True. 

— ,  m.  John  Cummings. 

432 

ix 

Polly,  b.  Dec.  4,  1802;  living  in  Gorham,  Me.,  in  Sept. 
1885;  m.  Josiah  Shaw. 

256  John  HaskelP  was  boi’n  in  - ,  and  re¬ 

sided  in  Scarborough,  Maine. 

He  married  Eunice  (Chick)  Foss,  widow  of  John 
Foss,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
(Small)  Chick.  Said  Mary  Small  was  the  daughter  of 
Francis  Small,  who  bought  the  tract  of  land  lying  be¬ 
tween  the  Big  and  Little  Ossipee  rivers  in  York 
County,  Maine,  of  Captain  Sunday  the  Indian  sagamore, 
for  a  trifle,  the  original  deed  of  which  is  in  possession  of 
his  descendants. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

43;i  i  Solomon,  1). - ,  m.  Hannah  Burnham. 

434  ii  Ephraim  C.,  b.  1804. 

435  ill  Francis,  b. - . 

43G  iv  Mehltable,  1). - ;  d.  about  10  years  of  age. 

Notk.  [Eunice  Cldck  l)y  her  first  husband,  John  Foss,  liad  four 
children,  namely:  Ebenezer,  who  married  Hannah  York;  Hannah, 
who  married  Ephraim  Higgins;  John,  who  married  first  Mary  York 
and  second  Eliza  Higgins,  and  Martha  who  married  Nathaniel 
Boulter.] 

270  Job  HaskelF  was  born  November  22,  1744,  at 
Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  and  resided  there  some  years.  In 
177(5  he  appears  to  have  been  of  Chichester,  N.  H.,  and 
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is  a  petitioner  for  permission  to  send  a  member  to  the 
legislature  without  being  joined  to  another  town.  The 
town  then  consisted  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  families.  Not  far  from  1780  he  removed  to 
Pittsfield,  N.  H.,  where  he  remained  until  1790,  when 
he  removed  to  Strafford,  Vermont. 

He  rendered  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

He  was  in  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Ballard’s  Co.,  in  Col.  James 
Frye’s  Mass.  Regiment  at  Cambridge,  Oct.  6,  1775. 

He  was  in  Capt.  Joseph  Parsons’  Co.  in  Col.  David 
Gilman’s  Regiment,  fi’om  Dec.  5,  1776  to  March  11, 
1777. 

He  was  Sergeant  in  Capt.  Joseph  Parsons’  Co.  in  Col. 
Joseph  Senter’s  Regiment  raised  by  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  marched  to  Rhode  Island,  from  June  27, 
1777  to  January  7,  1778. 

He  was  in  the  twenty-five  days  expedition  to  Rliode 
Island  from  August  5  to  27,  1778,  in  Capt.  Joseph  Par¬ 
sons’  Co.  in  Col.  Moses  Nichols’ Regt.  a  private. 

Dec.  23,  1776,  he  was  mustered  into  Capt.  Benj.  Sias’ 
Co.  in  Col.  Joseph  Badger’s  Regiment  to  re-enforce  the 
Continental  army  at  New  York.  (This  was  proliably  a 
transfer  from  his  second  service. ) 

He  married  Isabel  Winship,  said  to  have  been  .a  native 
of  Marblehead,  Mass.,  who  had  a  brother  Moses  and  si 
sister  Anna. 

She  was  a  woman  of  superior  talents,  good  education, 
and  high  moral  worth.  She  is  said  to  have  "  died  a  very 
triumphant  death.” 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

437  i  Mehitable,  b.  May  12,  1767. 

438  ii  Aretas,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

439  iii  Hubbard,  b. - . 

440  iv  Thomas  Leavitt,  b.  June  27,  1773. 


WILLIAM  HASKELL  OF  GLOUCESTER,  MASS.  167 


441  V  Mercy,  b. - 1777. 

442  vi  Nathaniel,  b.  April  18,  1780. 

272  William  HaskelP  was  born  July  30,  1755,  at 
Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  and  when  a  young  man  emigrated 
to  and  settled  in  Livermore,  Maine, 
llis  childi’en  were  as  follows  : 


443 

i 

Job,  b.  1793. 

444 

ii 

Moses  G.,'b.  1799. 

445 

iii 

William,  b. - . 

446 

iv 

Jabez,  b. - . 

447 

V 

Comfort,  b. - 

448 

vi 

Jemima,  b.  - - . 

449 

vii 

Rebecca,  b. - . 

450 

viii 

Mercy,  b. - . 

451 

ix 

Nathaniel,  b. - 

4.52 

X 

Joseph,  b. - . 

453 

xi 

Benjamin,  b. - 

454 

xii 

Thomas,  b. - . 

455 

xiii  John,  b.  - -  . 

273  Nathaniel  Haskell'^  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1743,  where  he  resided  and  where  he  died  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1827,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

1  Ms  children  were  as  follows  : 

4.5il  i  Nathaniel,  b.  17(>4. 

457  ii  Sarah,  b.  17(!9. 

458  iii  Solomon,  b.  1783. 

459  iv  John,  b.  - - — . 

4ti0  V  William,  b. - . 

461  vi  Jonathan,  b.  - — . 

462  vii  Hannah,  1). - 

274  John  Haskell'^  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mtiss. 
in  1744. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 


463 

1 

Nathan,  b.  - 

464 

ii 

Nathaniel,  b 

465 

iii 

Isaac,  b.  . — 

466 

iv 

John,  b. - 

467 

V 

Caleb,  b  — 

468 

vi 

Jabez,  b.  — 
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286  Hubbard  Haskell^  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1745,  settled  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  where  he 
died  in  September,  1831. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

469  i  Anne,  b.  1769,  in.  a  Haskell. 

470  ii  Hubbard,  b.  1771. 

471  ill  Daniel,  b.  1773;  d.  y. 

472  iv  Daniel,  b.  1775. 

473  V  .Tohn,  b.  1778;  d.  y. 

474  vi  Steplieu,  b.  1779. 

475  vii  John  S.,  b.  1780. 

476  viii  Noah  D.,  b.  1782. 

477  ix  Nathan,  b.  1785. 

289  Nathan  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  1750,  and  settled  early  in  New  Gloucester, 
Maine,  and  died  in  1838. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

478  i  Ann,  b. - 

479  ii  John,  b. - . 

480  iii  Murray,  b. - . 

481  iv  William,  b. - . 

482  V  Jacob,  b. - . 

483  vi  John  K.,  b. - . 

484  vii  Harvey,  b. - 

485  viii  Loomis,  b. - . 

486  ix  Elizabeth,  b. - . 

292  William  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  in  17G1,  where  he  lived  and  died,  October  1(5, 
1843,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

He  had  a  son  : 

487  i  .Tohn  W.,  b. - . 

296  Moses  HaskelP  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass, 
in  1767. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

488  i  Benjamin,  b.  1785. 

489  ii  Moses,  b.  1787  . 

490  iii  Betsey,  b.  1789 ;  m.  a  Haskell. 
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4!)1  iv  Susan,  b.  1792. 

492  V  Jacob, jb.  1794. 

493  vi  Abigail,  b.  1796. 

494  vii  William,  b.  1 798. 

496  viii  Micajah,  b.  1801. 

496  ix  Mary  J.,  b.  1803;  m.  a  Jones. 

497  X  Martha  H.,  b.  1806;  m.  a  Goodwin. 

498  xi  Sewell,  b.  1808. 

298  Elias  HaskelP  was  born - ,  resided  in 

Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  had  the  following  children  : 


499 

i 

Ann,  b. - . 

600 

ii 

Epes,  b.  1774. 

601 

iii 

Eli,  b.  1776. 

502 

iv 

Sarah,  b.  — — 

503 

V 

Josiah,  b.  1778. 

504 

vi 

William,  b.  1780. 

505 

vii 

Susanna,  b.  1781. 

506 

viii 

Elias,  b.  1783.  ? 

607 

ix 

Lucy,  b.  1784. 

508 

X 

Catherine,  b.  1786, 

509 

xi 

Patty  Ii.,  b.  1789. 

510 

xii 

Elias,  b.  1792. 

SIXTH  GENERATION. 

321  Amos  Haskell,^  son  of  Amos  and - Has¬ 

kell,  was  born  in  1775,  probably  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

He  had  a  son  : 

611  i  Asa,  b. - . 

322  Humphrey  B.  Haskell,^  son  of  Amos  and 

- Haskell,  was  born  probably  in  Glonce8ter,‘Mass., 

and  was  probably  younger  than  his  brother  Amos  (321). 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Newburyport,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows ; 

612  i  William  H.,  b.  September  21,  1810. 

613  ii  Elizabeth,  b. - . 

514  iii  John,  b.  1820. 

516  iv  Lydia,  b.  - . 

616  V  Hannah,  b. - ;  d.  y. 
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338  Jacob  S-  Haskell,^  son  of  William  E.  and 

- Haskell,  was  born  in  1811. 

He  had  a  child  : 

517  i  George  B.,  b.  1851. 

345  Abel  Haskell,^  son  of  Aaron  and - = — Haskell, 

was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1785. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

518  i  Lydia  S.,  b.  1807. 

619  ii  Aaron,  b.  1809. 

520  iii  Clarissa,  b.  1811. 

521  iv  Cyrus  S.,  b.  1813. 

522  V  Mehitable,  b.  1815. 

523  vi  Serena  M.,  b.  1817. 

524  vii  Philip,  b.  1819. 

526  viii  Thomas,  b.  1821. 

526  ix  Leonidas,  b.  1823. 

527  X  Caroline  E.,  b.  1825. 

348  Aaron  Haskell,^  son  of  Aaron  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  had  a  son: 

528  i  Aaron,  b. - . 

351  David  Haskell,®  son  of  Aaron  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

529  i  David,  b. - . 

530  ii  Eliza,  b. - . 

531  iii  Almira,  b. - . 

532  iv  Sarah,  b. - ;  m.  a  Jones. 

353  Perkins  Haskell,®  son  of  Adoniratn  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  1809,  removed  to 
Beverly,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a  blacksmith  and  carriage 
builder,  and  died  in  1895. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

533  i  Fredrick  P.,  b. - . 

534  ii  - ,  b. - ;  m.  a  Woodberry. 

536  iii  Ruth  P.,  b. - . 
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355  Daniel  Haskell,*’  son  of  Dnniel  and  - 

Haskell,  was  bom - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

536  i  William,  b. - . 

537  11  Perdy,  b. - 

538  ill  Frank,  b. - . 

539  iv  Daniel,  b.  - . 

540  V  - .  b. - . 

641  vi  - ,  b. - . 

542  vii  - ,  b. - . 

543  viii  - ,  b. - . 

544  lx  - .  b. - . 

545  X  - .  b. - . 

356  Samuel  Haskell,®  son  of  Daniel  and - 

Haskell,  was  born - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  ; 

546  1  Luther,  b. - . 

547  11  Elijah,  b. - 

548  ill  John,  b. - . 

549  iv  Samuel,  b. - 

550  V  Calvin,  b. - . 

363  Barnabas  D.  Haskell,®  son  of  Aaron  and 

- Haskell,  was  born  in  1806. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 


551 

1 

Barnabas,  D.,  b. 

552 

ii 

Margaret,  b. - 

653 

ill 

Emily,  b. - 

554 

iv 

George,  b. - ; 

;  d.  y. 

655 

V 

Eunice,  b. - : 

in.  a  Farrington 

666 

vi 

Abigail,  b. - . 

557 

vii 

Elizabeth,  b. - 

558 

viii 

Anna,  b. - . 

365  Joseph  Haskell®,  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Haskell,  was  born  in  1797. 

His  children  were  as  follows  ; 

569  1  Mary  M.,  b. - . 

560  11  Joseph  T.,  b. - ;  d.  y. 
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561 

111 

Henry  J.  H.,  b.  — 

- . 

562 

iv 

Daniel  N.,*  b. - 

— . 

563 

V 

William  P.,  b. - 

— . 

564 

vi 

Phineas  B.,  b. - 

— . 

565 

vii 

Joseph  T.,  b. - 

— . 

.566 

viii 

Josephine  E.,  b.  - 

- ;  m. - . 

567 

ix 

Martha  A. ,  b. - 

— ;  m.  a  Haworth. 

568 

X 

Jane  G.,  b. - 

;  m.  a  Moore. 

569 

xi 

Sarah  E.  I).,  b.  - 

- ;  m.  a  Morrill. 

366  Charles  Haskell,^  son  of  Jeremiiih  iind 

Haskell,  was  born  - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

570  i  Charles,  b. - . 

571  ii  William,  b. - . 

367  William  Haskell,^  son  of  Jeremiah  and 

Haskell,  was  born  - . 

He  had  a  son  : 

572  1  - ,  b.  - ;  d.  y. 

370  Enoch  Haskell,^  son  of  Jeremiah  and 

Haskell,  was  born - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

573  i  Noah  C.,  b. - . 

574  ii  James  D.,  b. - . 

575  iii  Emery,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

576  iv  Riley  E.,  b. - . 

376  Bildad  Haskell, »  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Haskell,  was  born  in  1792. 


*  This  was  probably  the  Daniel  Noyes  Haskell,  who  was  l)orn  In  Newburyport, 
January  1,  1818,  went  to  Boston  early,  and  entered  the  fancy  xoods  store  of 
Elisha  V.  Ashton  on  Washington  Street. 

In  1849  and  1850  he  was  a  member  of  the  Boston  City  Councii.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association  and  in  1848  delivered  an  address  oiv 
the  dedication  of  its  new  hall. 

He  was  a  correspondent  of  the  Newburyport  Herald  and  contributed  to  tlie 
Boston  Transcript  and  Saturday  Evening  Gazette.  In  185.S  he  took  editorial 
charge  of  the  Boston  Transcript  and  continued  such  charge  until  his  deatli, 
November  13, 1874. 
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His  children  were  as  follows: 

577  i  Charles,  b.  1817. 

678  ii  Andrew,  b.  1819. 

579  iii  Mary,  b.  1821 ;  m.  a  Dockham  ? 

580  iv  Pamelia,  b.  1822. 

581  V  Jonathan,  b.  1824. 

582  vi  Isaac,  b.  182(>. 

583  vii  William,  b.  1828. 

684  viii  Jacob  M.,  b.  1830. 

585  ix  Susan,  b.  1831. 

.580  X  Rebecca,  b.  1833. 

587  xi  Edward  K.,  b.  1837. 

385  Enoch  Haskell,^  son  of  Ebenezer  and - 

Haskell,  tvas  born - . 

His  chiltfreii  were  as  follows  : 

588  i  David,  b.  — - . 

589  ii  Frederick,  b. - . 

386  Caleb  Haskell,®  son  of  Ebenezer  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

590  i  William,  b. - . 

.591  ii  Oliver,  b. - . 

592  iii  Edward,  b. - . 

387  Simeon  F.  Haskell,®  son  of  Simeon  and  Sarah 
(Parsons)  Haskell,  was  born  in  1780  in  Granville,  Mass., 
and  died  in  1839,  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  where 
he  had  resided. 

He  married  Mary  H.  May,  and  had  the  follotving  chil¬ 
dren  ; 

693  i  William  H.,  b.  1832. 

694  ii  Mary  A.,  b.  - . 

.595  iii  Harriet  R.,  b.  - . 

.596  iv  Sarah  E.,  b. - . 

404  William  S.  Haskell®  son  of  Elijah  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1810. 
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His  children  were  as  follows  : 

697  i  Lucy  E.,  b.  1834 ;  m.  a  Low. 

598  ii  Sarah  L.,  b.  1836;  d.  y. 

599  iii  Sarah  L.,  b.  1840. 

600  iv  William  S.,  b.  1842. 

601  V  Fannie  G  ,  b.  1846;  d.  y. 

407  Henry  Haskell,^  son  of  Abraham  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1809,  probably  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

602  i  Sarah  E.,  b.  1827;  m.  a  Haskell. 

603  ii  Phineas,  b.  18.30. 

604  iii  William  P.,  b.  1831. 

605  iv  Frank,  b.  1834. 

606  V  Susan  B.,  b.  1836;  m.  a  Fuller. 

607  vi  Andrew  D.,  b.  1838. 

608  vii  Henry,  b.  1840. 

609  viii  Abby  R.,  b.  1842;  m.  an  Oakes. 
eiO  ix  Forbes  P.,  b.  1844. 

611  X  Walter  W.,b.  1846. 

412  Ebenezer  Haskell,®  son  of  Stephen  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born - . 

H  s  children  were  as  follows  : 

612  i  Ephraim  C.,  b. - . 

ii  Albert  P. ,  b.  - . 

419  Josiab  Haskell,®  son  of  Joseph  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1772. 

He  settled  in  Sandy  Bay,  now  Rockport,  Mass.,  and 
had  the  followinor  children  : 

614  i  Rachel,  b.  1796 ;  d.  y. 

016  ii  Josiah,  b.  1798. 

016  iii  Charles,  b.  1800. 

617  iv  James,  b.  1804 ;  d.  y. 

618  V  Benjamin,  b.  1806;  d.  y. 

619  vi  James,  b.  1808. 

620  vii  Benjamin,  b.  1810;  he  was  graduated  from  Amherst 
College,  and  in  1876  was  a  practising  physician  in  his 
native  town  of  Rockport.  He  was  author  of  “  Essays 
on  Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System.” 
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621  viii  Emily,  b.  1813. 

622  ix  Alexander,  b.  1816. 

623  X  Rachel,  b.  1819. 

420  John  Haskell,^  son  of  Joseph  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1783. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

624  i  Holton  P.,  b.  1812. 

626  ii  George  R.,  b.  1817. 

626  ill  John,  b.  1829. 

421  William  P.  Haskell,®  son  of  Joseph  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1784. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

027  i  William  E.  P.,  b.  1817. 

628  ii  Amelia  B.,  b. - ;  m.  a  Weeman. 

422  John  Haskell,®  son  of  John  and  Polly  (Good- 
hue)  Haskell,  was  born  in  1786,  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

He  was  a  captain  in  the  East  India  trade  and  died  at 
sea,  March  30,  1827,  while  on  his  passage  from  India,  at 
the  age  of  forty-one  years,  leaving  an  only  daughter : 

629  i  - ,  b. - . 

423  William  Haskell,®  son  of  Edward  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1809. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

630  i  William,  b. - . 

631  ii  Benjamin,  b.  1849. 

632  iii  Harry,  b. - . 

633  Iv  - ,  b. - . 

634  V  - ,  b. - . 

636  vi  - ,  b. - . 

427  Levi  Haskell,®  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sally 
(Berry)  Haskell,  was  born  in  Standish,  Me.,  Sept.,  1788, 
and  resided  in  Limington,  Me.,  where  he  died  June  3, 
1837.  He  married  Abigail  Waterhouse  who  was  born  in 
Standish  in  August  1789  and  died  there  January  30,  1855. 
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His  children,  all  born  in  Litnington,  were  as  follows: 

636  i  Rebecca,  b.  1812;  d.  1842. 

637  ii  Joseph  W.,  b.  1815;  d.  June,  1886. 

638  ill  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  21,  1818;  m.  Elisha  Strout  and  in  1895  was 

living  in  Steep  Falls,  Me. 

639  iv  Levi,  b.  1825 ;  d.  Dec.  16,  1860. 

640  V  Louisa,  b.  Jan.  30,  1828. 

641  vl  Benjamin,  b.  Sept.  24, 1832. 

434  Epliraim  C.  Haskell/  son  of  John  and  Eunice 
(Chick)  Haskell,  was  horn  in  Standish,  Maine,  in  1804 
and  died  in  Conway,  N.  H.,  in  1858. 

He  was  a  farmer  and  miller,  having  for  many  years 
carried  on  the  grist  and  saw  mill  at  Walker’s  Pond,  near 
Conway  Centre.  In  1838  he  went  to  the  State  of  Geor¬ 
gia  to  set  up  a  mill,  and  on  return  was  cast  away  and 
suffered  great  privation,  but  finally  reached  home.  His 
wife’s  nephew.  Royal  Boulter,  who  accompanied  him  on 
this  trip  remained  and  settled  in  the  South,  but  of  him 
little  further  is  known  except  that  he  died  in  Florida  in 
1882. 

Ephraim  C.  married  Eliza,*  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Linnell)  Boulter  of  Standish,  Maine.  She  was 
born  in  1805  and  died  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  in  March,  1883. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

642  i  Rebecca  Linnell,  b.  - ;  m.  Albert  Abbott  of  Stowe, 

Me.  Later  she  removed  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  she 
now  resides  (1896). 

♦Eliza  Boulter  wai^the  (laughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Ellzabetli  (Linnell)  Boulter, 
who  lived  in  Standish,  Me.  He  married,  first,  Martha  Higgins  of  said  Standish 
and  had  Royal  who  died  in  the  army  at  (Plattshurg)  Lake  Chamitl.aiu,  and  Han. 
nah,  who  married  Thomas  Smith  and  had  1.  Martha,  who  married  her  cousin 
.Tohn  Boulter.  2.  Rhoda.  3.  Elizabeth,  both  of  whom  died  of  feverat  same  time, 
aged  seventeen  and  nineteen  years.  4.  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Joseph  McKen- 
ney,  moved  to  Anoka,  Minn.,  and  died  there.  5.  Ruth,  who  married  Tiiomas  G. 
Moses.  6.  Elbridge,  who  died  young.  7.  Andrew,  who  married  twice  and  lived 
in  Minnesota.  8.  Mark,  married  Elizabeth  Kelly  and  lived  in  .Standish.  9.  Eme- 
llne,  twin  with  Mark,  who  married,  first,  Israel  Boothby  and,  second,  .John  Bell 
and  lives  in  Deering,  Me. 

N.athanlel  married,  second,  Elizabeth  Linnell,  whose  parents  came  from  Cape 
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643  ii  Mehitablc,  b.  - ;  m.  Ira  .Tack;  d.  1850,  leaving  four 

young  children :  (1)  Melvin,  who  learned  the  cabinet 
maker’s  trade  with  his  uncle  Gardner  and  removed  to 
Pennsylvania  where  he  married  and  has  children  and  is 
still  living  (1896).  (2)  Ephraim,  W’ho  lived  with  his 
aunt  Mary  Elizabeth,  and  after  growing  to  manhood  went 
west  about  1880,  and  has  never  been  heard  from  since, 
(3)  Henrietta,  who  lived  with  her  aunt  Rebecca  and 
married  first,  Charles  Eastman  of  Lowell,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children,  Albert,  now  living,  and  Walter,  who 
died  at  age  of  twenty  years,  and  second  Hamlin  Collins 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  she  now  resides.  (4)  Elden, 
who  lived  with  his  father,  both  of  whom  were  living  in 
1896. 

644  iii  Mary  Elizabeth,  b. - ;  m.  Henry  Eaton  of  Fryeburg, 

Me.,  and  now  (1896)  resides  at  North  Fryeburg,  Me. 

645  iv  John,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

646  V  Nathaniel  Boulter,  b.  1836;  d.  Oct.  23,  1894. 

647  vi  Gardner,  b.  Nov,  7,  1838. 

648  vii  Martha  Ann,  b. - ;  m.  Henry  Farrington  and  now 

(1896)  resides  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  her  husband  has 
been  a  police  officer  for  many  years.  She  has  three 
children  now  living,  Frederick,  a  dentist  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  Edwin,  a  student  in  Harvard  Dental  School  and 
Nellie  Blanche,  born  in  1870. 

649  viii  William  Gould,  b. - ;  d.  1871. 

650  ix  Eugene  M.,  b. - . 

651  X  Edwin,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

662  xi  John  Franklin,  b.  1853. 

435  Francis  Haskell,®  son  ot’  John  and  Eunice 

(Chick)  Haskell,  tvas  born  in - . 

He  married  Jemima  Nason,  and  had  a  son  : 

653  i  Jonathan,  b. - . 


Cod,  Masw.,  and  had:  1.  .John,  who  married,  first,  Mary  WHiitlng;  second,  Eunice 
Merrill,  lived  in  Standish  and  had  Royal  who  went  to  Georgia,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  married  Cl.ara  Scott  and  died  in  Florida  In  1882;  William,  who 
married  Sarah  S.  Merrill  of  Cornish,  Me.,  and  lives  in  Standish,  Me.;  Mary  Ann, 
who  married  Lorenzo  M.  Sawyer  of  Limington,  Me.,  and  died  in  Minnesota; 
.1.  Frank,  wlio  married,  first,  Sai-ah  W.  Lufkin  of  Minnesota,  second,  Emeline 
Bennett,  formerly  of  New  York,  has  a  family  of  eleven  children  besides  two 
others  who  died  young,  and  lives  in  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  2.  Natlianiel,  who  married 
Martha  Foss  and  died  leaving  no  issue,  3.  Martha,  died  young.  4.  -Alice,  who  mar¬ 
ried,  first,  Edward  Thornes  of  Buxton,  Me.,  second,  James  Young  of  Limington, 
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440  Thomas  Leavitt  Haskell,^  son  of  Job  and 
Isabel  (Winship)  Haskell,  was  born  June  27,  1773,  at 
Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  and  died  March  13,  1856,  asred 
eighty-three  years,  at  Hanover,  N.  H. 

He  cultivated  a  farm  iu  Stratford,  Vermont,  giveii  him 
by  his  father,  but  finding  himself  embarrassed  by  becom¬ 
ing  surety  for  others,  was  obliged  in  1812,  to  sell  his 
fai*m  and  remove  to  Chelsea,  Vermont,  ten  miles  distant, 
where  in  company  with  another  man  he  purchased  another 
farm,  paid  his  part  of  the  purchase  money,  but  his  asso¬ 
ciate  failing  to  pay  the  other  part,  the  farm  reverted  at 
the  end  of  a  year  to  the  seller  and  Mr.  Haskell  was  re¬ 
duced  to  poverty. 

In  September,  1813,  he  removed  his  family  to  Comp¬ 
ton,  Canada  East,  and  purchased  another  farm  pleasantly 
situated  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Passumpsic  river. 

After  the  lapse  of  seven  months  an  attack  from  the 
Indians  being  apprehended,  he  removed  to  Hanover, 
N.  H.,  where,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

He  married  Orinda  Carpenter,  who  was  born  in  Cornish, 
N.  H.,  September  7,  1776,  and  died  April  18,  1852, 
aged  seventy-six  years. 

They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  born 
in  Stratibrd,  Vermont,  one  in  Compton  and  three  in  Han¬ 
over,  as  follows  : 

Me.;  died  at  Sebago,  Me.,  and  left  Thomas  and  Martha,  now  living  in  Plain- 
Held,  Vt.  5.  Eliza.  6.  .lames,  who  married,  first,  Ruth  Hancock  and  second, 
Abigail  Merrill,  lived  in  Standish  and  died  in  Sebago,  Me.,  and  had  by  Ruth, 
children  who  are  dead  and  by  Abigail,  Almeda  and  Almira  of  Bridgeton,  Me., 
and  Jennie  M.,  who  married  a  Moran  and  lives  in  Lowell,  Mass.  7.  Mchitable, 
who  lived  in  Bridgeton,  Me.,  and  died  unmarried  about  188S. 

Eliza’s  father,  Nathaniel,  had  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  viz.;  John,  Lemuel, 
Benjamin,  Mollie,  Ruth,  William,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Betsey.  Said  Samuel  had 
W.adsworth,  Isaac,  Isaac,  Grace,  .John,  Jane,  Amos,  Mary,  Samuel,  Nathauiel 
and  Charity  Ann.  Eliza’s  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were  also  named 
Nathaniel. 
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♦!54  i  Elfreda  Carpenter,  b.  June  21,  1797;  d.  unmarried  having 
been  an  invalid  for  thirty  years. 

665  ii  Alanson  Hubbard,  b.  March  17.  1799. 

666  iii  Nathaniel,  b.  March  22,  1801. 

657  iv  Orinda,  b.  January  14,  1805;  m  June  6,  1832,  Rev.  John 
.4.  Vinton,  and  died  at  East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  while 
on  a  journey  for  her  health.  She  was  of  delicate, 
slender  frame,  her  health  always  feeble,  but  of  a  re¬ 
markably  amiable  temper  as  testified  to  by  her  husband. 
668  V  Betsey,  b.  August  4,  1807;  d.  unmarried,  Oct.  26,  1832. 

659  vl  Emily,  b.  July  4,  1809;  m.  Nathaniel Coan  of  Exeter,  Me.. 

May  2.  1836  and  d.  Sept.  5,  1841.  Of  her  children  Mary 
Orinda  was  born  March  14,  1837,  and  Emily  Elizabeth,!). 
June  8,  1839. 

660  vii  Mary  .4nn,  b.  February  21,  1811;  d.  unmarried  Dec.  26, 

1837. 

661  viii  Lucien,  d.  y. 

662  ix  Lucia.  )  .  .  ,  f  d-  Nov.  12,  1842,  unm. 

^  }  twins,  b.  Feb.  28,  1814.  {  , 

663  X  Laura,  )  1  d.  y. 

664  xi  Elizabeth  Roby,  b.  April  8,  1820;  d.  unmarried,  August 

30,  1848. 

665  xii  - .  b. - . 

443  Job  Haskell,^  son  of  William  and - Has¬ 

kell,  was  born  in  1793,  in  Livermore,  Maine. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

666  i  .Tessie,  b.  - . 

667  ii  Julia,  b.  - . 

668  iii  Craig  W.,  b.  - . 

669  iv  Dudley,  b.  - . 

444  Moses  G.  Haskell,®  son  of  William  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1799,  in  Livermore,  Maine,  where 
he  w.as  a  country  merchant  most  of  his  life. 

He  married  Rosilla  Haines,  daughter  of  Captain  Peter 
Haines,  who  emigrated  from  Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  to  Liver¬ 
more,  Maine,  about  the  year  1790. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

670  i  Hester  A.,  b.  1822. 

671  ii  Moses  G.,  b.  1824. 
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672 

iii 

Miranda  J.,  b.  1826. 

673 

iv 

Lavina  11.,  b.  1828;  d.  y. 

674 

V 

Liivina  H.,  b.  1830. 

675 

vi 

William  A.,  b.  1831. 

670 

vii 

Peter  H.,  b.  1833. 

077 

viii 

Edwin  Bradbury,  b.  August  24,  1837 

678 

ix 

Eleanor  K.,  b.  1839. 

679 

X 

Arabella  S.,  b.  1841 ;  m.  a  Bent. 

680 

xi 

Clarance  G.,  b.  1843. 

681 

xii 

Clement  (\,  b.  1847. 

458  Solomon  Haskell,^  son  of  Natli.iniel  hikI  ^  \ 

- Haskell,  was  born  in  1783. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

682  i  Llewellyn  S.,  b.  1815. 

683  ii  Sewell  B.,  b. - . 

684  ill  Adela  H.,  b. - ;  m.  a  Chadbourn. 

459  John  Haskell,^  son  of  Nathaniel  and - 

Haskell,  was  born - . 

His  children  were  as  follows  :  * 

685  I  Lucy,  b.  - . 

686  il  Sarah,  b. - . 

687  ill  Charles,  b. - . 

688  iv  Sewell  B.,  b. - . 

689  V  Nathaniel,  b. - . 

470  Hubbard  Haskell.^  son  of  Hubbard  and 

- Haskell,  was  born  in  1771,  in  Newimryport,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 


690 

i 

Noah  D.,  b.  1795. 

691 

ii 

Mary,  b.  1797. 

692 

iii 

Hubbard,  b.  1799. 

693 

iv 

Benjamin,  b.  1801. 

694 

V 

Anna,  b.  1804 ;  m.  a  Loomis. 

695 

vi 

Sarah,  b.  1806. 

696 

vii 

Samuel  S.,  b.  1808. 

697 

viii 

Daniel  H.,  b.  1813  ;  d.  y. 

698 

ix 

Martha,  b.  1815 ;  d.  y. 

699 

X 

John  P.,  b.  1817;  d.  y. 

700 

xi 

George  M.,  b.  1822. 

5 
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475  Johns.  Haskell,^  son  of  Hubbard  and- 
Haskell,  was  born  in  Nevvburyport,  Mass.,  in  1780. 
He  had  a  son  : 

701  I  John  J.,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

477  Nathan  Haskell, °  son  of  Hubbard  and  - 
Haskell  was  born  in  Newliuryport,  Mass.,  in  1785. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

702  i  Nathan,  b.  1805. 

703  ii  Andrew  L.,  b.  1806. 

704  ill  William  O.,  b.  1808. 

705  iv  Ann  D.,  b.  1810. 

706  V  Mary  J.,  b.  1812;  in.  a  Silloway. 

707  vi  George  W.,  b.  1814. 

708  vii  Elizabeth,  b.  1816. 

709  viii  Isaac  K.,  b.  1818. 

710  ix  Lucy  M.,  b.  1821;  m.  a  Drowne. 

488  Benjamin  Haskell,^  son  of  Moses  and  - 
Haskell,  was  born  in  1785. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

711  i  Susan,  b.  - . 

712  ii  Poiuroy,  b. - . 

713  iii  Ann,  b. - ;  m.  a  Hanson. 

714  iv  Elizabeth,  b. - . 

715  V  Hannah  B.,  b. - . 

716  vi  Mary  F.,  b. - . 

492  Jacob  Haskell,^  son  of  Moses  and 
Haskell,  was  born  in  1794. 

His  children  were  as  follows  ; 

717  i  Lois,  b. - . 

718  ii  Jacob,  b. - . 

719  iii  Mary,  b. - . 

495  Micajah  Haskell,^  son  of  Moses  and 
Haskell,  was  born  in  1801. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 


720  i  John  H.,  b. 
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721  ii  Edward  P.,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

722  iii  Elizabeth,  b.  - ;  m.  a  Hascall. 

723  iv  Frances,  b.  - 

724  V  Amanda,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

725  vi  William  S.,  b.  - . 

726  vii  Charles,  b.  — . 

501  Eli  Haskell,^  son  of  Elias  and - Haskell, 

was  born  in  1776,  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : 

727  Epes,  b. - . 

728  ii  William  H.,  b. - . 

SEVENTH  GENERATION. 

511  Asa  Haskell,^  son  of  Amos  and - Haskell, 

was  probably  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  where  he  re¬ 
sided. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

729  i  Helen  V.,  b. - . 

730  ii  Henry  C.  L.,  b. - ,  who  was  living  in  1896,  and  said  to 

be  collecting  material  for  the  genealogy  of  the  family. 

512  William  Henry  Haskell,^  son  of  Humphrey 
B.  and  Clarissa  (Whittier)  Haskell,  was  born  September 
21,  1810,  in  Newburyport,  Mass.  In  1824  he  went  to 
West  Amesbury,  Mass.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
silver  plating,  and  in  1831  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  carriages,  and  in  1850  entered  the  firm  of  Sargent, 
Gunnison  &  Co. 

In  1864  he  was  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of  Ames- 
bury  on  its  establishment  and  continued  to  hold  that  posi¬ 
tion  until  chosen  president  in  1869.  In  1871  he  was  the 
first  treasurer  of  the  Merrimac  Savings  Bank  and  subse¬ 
quently  president;  also  president  of  the  West  Amesbury 
Branch  Railway. 

He  was  on  the  committee  for  the  division  of  Amesbury, 
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and  was  chairman  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen  of  the 
new  town  of  Merrimac.  He  served  as  selectman  for 
Amesbury,  was  in  the  state  legislature  in  1869,  and  was 
one  of  the  thirteen  who  organized  the  first  temperance  so¬ 
ciety  in  Amesbury.  In  1828  he  united  with  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  of  West  Amesbury. 

He  married,  first,  Clarissa  Whittier,  and  second,  a 
daughter  of  Edmund  Whittier. 

He  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  were  living  in 
1888: 

731  i  - ,  b.  . 

732  ii - ,  b. - . 

733  iii - ,  b.  . 

734  iv  - ,  b.  — - 

736  V  - ,  b.  - . 

736  Vi  - ,  b. - — . 

737  vii - .  b. - 

738  viii  - ,  b. - . 

526  Leonidas  Haskell,^  son  of  Abel  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1823,  probably  in  Gloucester,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

739  i  Lizzie  H.,  b.  1847 ;  m.  an  Asbury. 

740  ii  Nellie  H.,  b.  1849. 

741  iii  Laura  E.,  b.  1856. 

742  iv  Broderick,  b.  1860. 

743  V  l.eouidas,  b.  1861. 

744  vi  Francis,  b.  1863. 

745  vii  Ortega,  b.  1865. 

746  viii  Henry,  b.  1867. 

747  ix  Allie  F.,  b.  1869. 

578  Andrew  Haskell,^  son  of  Bildad  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1819. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

748  i  Ellen  N.,  b.  1842. 

749  ii  Charles  W.,  b.  1844. 

750  iii  Thomas  \V.,  b.  1845. 

751  iv  Arthur  B.,  b.  1846. 
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762  V  Annie  E.,  b.  1847. 

763  vi  Willis  L.,  b.  1849. 

764  vii  Samuel  W.,  b.  1861. 

766  viii  John  L.,  b.  1852. 

766  ix  Sarah  H.,  b.  1863. 

767  X  John  H.,  b.  1866. 

758  xi  Wilson  C.,  1859. 

584  Jacob  M.  Haskell,'^  son  of  Bildad  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1830. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

769  i  Waldo,  b. - . 

760  ii  Edward  M.,  b. - . 

761  iii  Ida  M.,  b. - . 

593  William  H.  Haskell,^  son  of  Simeon  P.  and 
Mary  H.  (May)  Haskell,  was  born  in  1832,  probably  in 
Madison  County,  Nevv  York,  and  resided  in  Albany,  New 
York. 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

762  i  George  D.,  b.  1868. 

763  ii  Mary  H.,  b. - . 

764  iii  Grace,  b. - . 

765  iv  Harriet  R.,  b.  1868. 

766  V  William  H.,  b.  1879. 

610  Forbes  P.  Haskell,^  son  of  Henry  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1844. 

He  had  a  child  : 

767  i - ,  b.  1876. 

615  Josiab  Haskell, son  of  Josiah  and - Has¬ 

kell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  1798.  His  children 
were  as  follows : 

768  i  Josiah  C.,  b.  1831. 

769  ii  - ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

770  iii  - ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

771  iv  - ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

772  V  - ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

773  vi  - ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 
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616  Charles  Haskell,’  son  of  Josiah  and  - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1800. 

His  children  were  as  follows: 

774  i  Benjamin,  b.  - . 

77.5  ii  Charles,  b. - . 

619  James  Haskell,’  son  of  Josiah  and - Has¬ 

kell,  was  b(U’n  in  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1808. 

He  resided  in  the  part  of  Gloucester  now  called  Rock- 
port,  and  was  a  State  Senator  from  Essex  County. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

776  i  Edwin,  b. - 

777  ii  Frank,  b.  -  ;  had  children. 

622  Alexander  Haskell,’  son  of  Josiah  and - 

Haskell,  was  horn  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  in  1816;  removed 
to  Beverly,  Mass.,  where  he  is  still  living  (1896).  He 
is  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
employed  in  the  Railroad  car-shops  in  Salem,  Mass.,  and 
has  long  been  a  deacon  of  the  Dane  street  Congregational 
Church  in  Beverly. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

778  i  Moses  F.,  b. - ;  ni.  - ;  had  children. 

779  ii  .Tosiah,  b.  1S54. 

780  iii  Lucy  A.  C.,  b.  - . 

781  iv  — ,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

782  V  - b. - ;  d.  y. 

627  William  E.  P.  Haskell,’  son  of  William  F.  and 
- Haskell,  was  born  in  1817. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

783  i  William  A.,  b.  1838. 

784  ii  Heien  A.,  b.  1840;  m. - Colesworthy. 

785  iii  Mana  F.,  b.  1842. 

786  iv  Frank  E.,  b.  1843;  d.  y. 

787  V  Emma  F.,  b.  1846. 

788  vi  Marietta,  b.  1847. 
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789  vii  FraakJ  A.,  b.  1849 ;  who  m.  - ,  and  had  children, 

Bertha  F.,  b.  1872,  and  William  A.,  b.  1875. 

790  viii  George  B.,  b.  1853. 

646  Nathaniel  Boulter  Haskell,^  son  of  Ephraim 
C.  and  Eliza  (Boulter)  Haskell,  was  horn  June  — ,  1836, 
in  Standish,  Maine,  and  died  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  October 
24,  1894. 

He  was  I  a  cabinet  maker  and  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
was  a  candidate  for  representative  to  the  general  court 
from  Beverly  in  1893. 

He  married,  first,  Mary  Kallock  of  Brunswick,  Maine, 
who  died  without  issue ;  and  second,  Carrie  Leighton  of 
Effingham,  N.  H.,  who  survived  him,  and  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children  : 

791  i  Albert  L.,  b. - . 

792  ii  William  W.,  b. - . 

793  iii  Florence  E.,  b. - . 

647  Gardner  Haskell,^  son  of  Ephraim  C.  and  Eliza 
(Boulter)  Haskell,  was  Imrn  in  Standish,  Maine,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1838.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  where 
he  learned  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade  and  in  1866  came  to 
Beverly,  Mass.,  and  was  employed  at  the  old  cabinet 
factory  on  Congress  St.  In  1877  he  was  elected  chief  of 
police  of  Beverly  and  re-elected  to  that  office  the  seven 
following  years  making  eight  years  of  continuous  service. 
After  a  period  of  seven  years  during  which  he  estaldished 
the  first  grocery  store  at  Ryal  Side,  he  was  in  1892 
appointed  again  to  that  office  and  has  been  reappointed  each 
year  since  and  is  now  (1896)  serving  his  thirteenth  year, 
being  the  first  city  marshal  under  the  city  government. 

It  seems  singular  that  this  branch  of  the  family,  which 
had  been  absent  from  the  county  of  Essex  for  nearly  one- 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  should  in  the  seventh  generation 
return  to  the  place  where  originally  settled  the  first  of  the 
name  in  America. 
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He  married  Phebe  Chadbouriie,*  daughter  of  Neheniiah 
and  Phebe  (Littlefield)  Chadbourne,  who  was  born  in 
C’onway,  N.  H.,  March  18,  1836,  by  whom  he  has  had  the 
following  children  : 

794  i  Eulalia  Persia,  b.  Oct.  3,  1800;  d.  July  6,  1803. 

795  ii  Elmer  E.,  b.  Nov.  2,  1801;  m.  Alice  Kent,  daughter  of 

Henry  H.  and  Emily  (Osborne)  Kent,  and  is  a  lawyer  in 
Palatka,  Florida. 

790  iii  Ulysses  G.,  b.  Oct.  3.  1803;  m.  Mary  F.  Tliissell,t  (see  note 
on  p.  190),  daughter  of  Levi  A.  and  Frances  (Keene) 
Thissell,  and  is  a  lawyer  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  with  an 
ofllce  in  Salem,  Mass. 

797  iv  Edwin  M.,  b.  Oct.  13,  1807;  d.  Sept.  15,  1873. 

798  V  Koy  M.,  b.  June  25,  1876. 


*Phebe  Chadbourne  wuk  the  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Phebe  (LittleOeld) 
Chadbourne. 

Nehemiah  wan  l*orn  .January  3, 1804,  in  Wells,  Me.,  and  died  October  8,  1877,  in 
Conway,  N.  H.,  where  he  had  resided  for  many  years.  He  had  children : 
1.  Nehemiah,  born  1829,  wlio  married  Mary  Day,  daughter  of  Alva  Day  of  Brown¬ 
field,  Me.,  and  died  1870,  leaving  her  his  widow,  and  children,  Asenath  M.,  who 
married  Charles  Owens  and  resides  in  Chelsea,  Mass. ;  Warren  S.,  who  married 
Annie  Sessler  and  resides  in  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Nellie  R.,  who  married,  first, 
Frank  Sprow  and,  second,  a  Wilson,  whom  she  survived  and  resides  in  said  Dor¬ 
chester;  and  William  H.  and  Lura  B.,  who  reside  in  said  Dorchester.  After 
their  father’s  death  the  widow  and  children  removed  from  Brownfield  to  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  Mass.,  where  the  widow  married  William  Berry  by  wliom  she 
had  one  child,  and  is  now  a  widow  a  second  time.  2.  Lydia,  Imrn  1830,  married 
Avan  Littlefield,  son  of  Tobias  Littlefield  of  Wells,  Me.,  and  now  resides  in 
Conway,  N.  H.,  where  her  husband  died  18 — .  She  had  Amaziah,  who  married 
Addle  Littlefield,  daughter  of  Stephen  Littlefield  of  Eaton,  N.  II.,  who  was  a  son 
of  Dudley  Littlefield  of  Wells,  Me.;  Flora  Ida,  who  maiTied  Marshall  Rounds; 
and  Harris  A.  who  married  Sarah  Downs  of  Madison,  N.  H.,  both  of  whom  now 
reside  in  Conway,  N.  11.  3.  Sarah  Ann,  born  1832,  married  Col.  Samuel  Hazelton, 
son  of  Ebenezer  Hazelton  of  Conway,  N.  H.,  and  died  September,  1895.  Her 
husband  was  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  Selectmen  of  Conway  and  was  Col¬ 
onel  in  the  State  militia.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Farrington  by  whom  he  had 
Frank  of  Boston,  Mass,  and  Lois  of  Conway.  By  Sarah  Ann  he  had  Etta  A.,  who 
married  Gardner  Cole,  and  .lennie  L.  both  living  in  Conway.  4.  Joanna,  born 
18:14,  married  .Joseph  Eaton,  son  of  Simeon  Eaton  of  Conway  and  had  Jesse,  who 
lives  out  west,  and  died  1868.  5.  Phebe.  6.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  1846,  married, 
first,  said  .Joseph  Eaton  by  whom  she  had  Russell,  and  married,  second,  Moses 
Hili  of  Brownfield,  Me.,  with  whom  she  removed  to  a  western  state. 

Nehemiah  married,  second,  Mrs.  Eliza  Harford  of  Eaton,  N.  H.,  who  survived 
him. 

Phelte  Haskell’s  grandfather  Samuel  Chadbourne  of  Wells,  Me.,  was  born  1780, 
died  1860,  married  first  Charlotte  Anr.is  by  whom  he  had:  1.  Nehemiah.  2.  John, 
born  November  7, 1806,  died  Dec.  30, 1854,  married  Hannah  Eaton  of  Wells,  Me., 
who  was  born  August22, 1806,  died  May  2,  1871  and  had  Charlotte,  born  August 
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649  William  G.  Haskell/  son  of  Ephraim  C.  and 

Eliza  (Boulter)  Haskell,  was  born  in - ,  and  died  in 

Lowell,  Mass.,  in  1871. 

He  was  a  photographer  in  Lowell,  and  married  Nellie 
Smith  of  that  [dace,  wlio  survived  him,  and  by  whom  he 
had  a  son : 

799  i  Carl,  b. - . 

His  widow  married  Sumner  Mitchell,  and  now  (1898), 
resides  in - N.  H. 

650  Eugene  M.  Haskell/  son  of  Ephraim  C.  and 

Eliza  (Boulter)  Haskell,  was  born - 

He  was  a  machinist  l)y  trade,  resided  in  Lowell,  Mass., 
where  he  was  a  constable  for  several  years. 


31,  1829,  died  March  18,  1841  and  left  noioKUe;  Jot^ephE.,  born  (VtoherS,  1831,  now 
living  in  Neponset,  MaHS.,  married,  lirst,  Lizzie  G.  llaUdi,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  20, 1836,  died  September  15,  ls»B  and  liad  Nellie  R.  born  1857,  died  1850,  Josepli 
Edwin  born  1862,  died  1870,  and  Susie  L.  born  18ti4,  died  188:1,  married  second, 
Georgie  A.  Littletield  and  had  A.  Mabel,  born  1873  and  Lillie  V.,  born  1876  and 
m.arried  third  Olive  C.  Chapman;  Isaiali,  born  August  27,  1834;  Rosetta  .1.,  born 
July  16,  1837,  died  July  16,  1885;  Hannah  Abby,  born  February  9,  1840,  died 
November  26,  1855;  Mary  E.,  born  June  22,  1843;  Sarah  A.  E.,  born  November 
25,  1845,  died  July  27,  1866.  3.  I’olly  or  Mary,  married  Joseph  Littlelield,  son  of 
Nehemiah  Littlefield  and  brotlier  of  Rhebe  (Cluidbourne)  Haskell’s  mother 
I’hebe  (Littlefield)  Cliadbourne,  and  had  John,  Charlotte  and  Harriet. 

Samuel  married,  second,  Hannah  Bennett  and  had  4.  Mehibible,  who  married 
Calvin,  son  of  Joel  Hatch  of  Wells,  Me.,  and  lives  in  Conway;  she  had  Hannah 
Ann,  Grace,  Frank  who  was  killed  in  war  of  Rebellion,  Samuel,  Helen,  and 
Lucilius.  5.  Samuel  of  Alfred,  Me.,  born  1819,  married,  first,  Jane  Littlefield 
of  Wells,  Me.,  and  had  Andrew  W.,  who  married  Mercie  Ann  Trambley,  Jacob 
IL,  who  married  Georgie  M.  Hatch  and  Herbert  G.,  who  married  Lula  Jane 
Hoof.  He  married,  second,  Louisa  Eldredge  and  hail  Louisa  .lane,  Clara  M.,  and 
George  L.  who  married  Mabel  Olive  Vight.  He  married,  third,  Joanna  Little¬ 
field  and  has  had  no  children  by  her. 

The  Chadbournes  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Berwick,  Me.,  who  came 
over  from  England  with  Gorges  and  Mason  and  under  them  erected  a  famous 
house  at  Little  Harbor  in  Rortsmouth,  N.  H. 

William  Cliadbourne  came  to  Rortsmouth  in  1631  with  his  three  children ; 
1.  Humphrey,  who  died  1667,  married  Lucy  Treworgy,  daughter  of  James  and 

Catherine  (Shapleigh)  Tieworgy.  2.  William,  who  mamed  Mary - and  had 

a  daughter  Mary,  who  married  a  Foss.  3.  Patience,  who  married  Thomas 
.Spencer. 

Humphrey  bought  land  of  the  Sachem  Knowles  at  Quamphlgan  in  1643,  built 
saw-mills  and  was  a  very  prominent  man.  He  had  1.  William,  who  is  the  ancestor 
of  Seth  H.  Chadbourne  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  who  has  been  gathering  data  relative 
to  the  family  during  the  last  thirty-five  years.  2.  Humphrey,  who  died  1694.  His 
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He  subsequently  purchased  a  farm  in  Canaan,  N.  H., 
to  which  he  removed  in  18 —  and  where  he  still  lives 
(1896). 

He  maiTied  Jane  Fogg,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 


child 

ivn  : 

800 

i 

Josephine,  b. - . 

801 

ii 

Gertrude,  b.  - — . 

802 

iii 

Bertha,  b. - . 

803 

iv 

Sarah,  b. - . 

804 

805 

806 

807 

V 

vi 

vii 

viii 

b 

.  b. 

652  John  Franklin  Haskell,^  son  of  Ephraim  C. 
and  Eliza  (Bonlter)  Iluskell,  was  born  in  1853,  in  Con¬ 
way,  N.  H. 


eldest  son  died  without  issue  and  a  large  estate  was  divided  among  his  nephews 
and  nieees.  3.  James,  married  Sarah  Hateh  Downing  and  died  1()86.  4.  Lucy. 
5.  Alice.  6.  Catherine.  T.  Elizabeth. 

James  had  a  son  James  born  September  29,  1G84,  and  he  had  seven  children : 
among  them  another  James  born  May  23, 1714;  Samuel,  burn  May  7, 1718,  in  Kit- 
tery.  Me.;  probably  a  William,  and  Benjamin  born  1717,  who  was  of  Berwick, 
Me.  He  was  a  judge  and  in  1780  was  candidate  for  senator  from  York  County; 
there  being  no  election  by  the  peoyde  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature.  In  1793 
lie  said  tliat  he  was  then  seventy-live  years  of  age  and  that  since  he  could  re- 
mem  l)er  tliere  was  no  house  lietween  ids  and  Canada. 

Samuel  Chadbourne  of  Kittery  and  Sanford,  Me.,  was  in  Capt.  Peter  Staples’ 
Co.  in  tlie  Louisburg  Expedition  of  1745,  was  in  Capt.  Noah  Emery’s  4th  Co. 
Foot,  May  28, 1757,  served  in  Capt.  Jonathan  Beaver’s  Co.,  scouting  from  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  1747  to  Marcli  15,  1748,  and  was  private  in  Capt.  James  Gower’s  Co.  of 
Col.  Jededlah  Preble’s  Regt.  from  April  18,  to  October  10, 1760. 

May  1,  1739,  he  took  up  lot  fifteen  in  Phillipstown  now  Sanford,  Me.,  which  lot 
lie  conveyed  to  John  Frost  In  1748  for  £100. 

He  had  a  son  Samuel,  who  married  Mehitable  Hatch  and  resided  in  Wells,  Me., 
and  was  one  of  tlie  corporate  members  of  the  Baptist  society  of  Sanford  in  1806; 
lie  and  his  wife  united  with  tlie  church  In  Wells,  July  7, 1771. 

He  was  Corporal  from  April  19,  1775,  in  Capt.  Noah  Littlefield’s  Co.  of  Col. 
Moulton’s  Kegt.  of  Minute  Men;  was  private  In  Capt.  James  Hubbard’s  Co.,  en. 
listed  in  1775,  marched  to  Cambridge,  served  eight  months,  probably  was  in  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  as  he  appears  In  the  Co.  Oct.  10,  1776;  was  in  Capt.  Littlefield’s 
Co.  in  Col.  Storer’s  Regt.  Aug.  14  to  Sept.  14,  1777;  and  in  Capt.  Samuel  Water, 
house’s  Co.  of  Col.  Jacob  Gerrish’s  Regt.  stationed  at  Winter  Hill,  Somerville, 
Mass.,  from  April  4  to  July  3, 1778. 

His  children  were ;  John,  baptized  July  8,  1776,  in  Wells;  Jacob  H.,  baptized 
at  same  time  with  his  brother  John;  Samuel,;the  grandfather  of  Phebe  (Chad- 
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He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  D.  Hull  Rice,  Esq.,  in 
Lowell,  Miiss.,  and  is  now  a  lawyer  in  that  place. 

He  married  Ellinor  Cole,  and  has  one  child  : 

808  i  Ceilric,  b. - . 

655  Alanson  Hubbard  Haskell/  son  of  Tiionias 
Leavitt  andOrinda  (Carpenter)  Haskell,  was  horn  March 
17,  1799,  in  Stratford,  Vt. 

He  married  Eveline  Frary  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  January 
3,  1832,  resided  in  said  Hanover,  and  had  three  children  : 

809  i  - ,  b.  . 

810  ii  - .  b.  . 

811  iii - .  b. - . 

656  Nathaniel  Haskell,^  son  of  'riiomas  Leavitt 
and  Orinda  (Carpenter)  Haskell,  was  l)orn  March  22, 
1801,  in  Strafford,  Vt. 

bourne)  Hiittkell  above  referred  to;  Ii>aiah,  born  December  au,  1787;  .lames,  l>orn 
November  as,  1790;  Lucy,  Sally,  Susan  and  Hannah  who  married  Asa  Llttlelield, 
had  a  son  Alva,  and  died  August  6,  18(>a. 

Phebe  (Littlefield)  Chadlmurne,  mother  of  said  Phebe  Haskell,  was  born  in 
Sanford,  Me.,  February  3,  1805,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Sarah 
(Morrison)  Littlefield  of  Shapleigh,  Me.  She  died  February  as,  1800.  in  Conway, 
N.  H.  Said  Nehemiah  Littlefield  had  a  brother  Tobias  of  Madison,  N.  II.,  and 
sisters  Elinor,  who  married  Joseph  Annis  of  Madison  and  Joanna,  wlio  married 
Samuel  Chadbourne,  Nehemiah  Chadbourue’s  half  brotlier. 

Said  Nehemiah  Littlefield  by  his  wife  Sarah  had:  Sarah,  who  had  a  son  .Adonh 
ram  T.  Littlefield  now  living  in  South  Boston,  Mass.,  eng.aged  in  the  express  and 
teaming  business;  .Ioanna,  who  married,  first,  .Tohn  Greenough  and  had  son 
Charles,  married  second,  Daniel  Hatcli;  Phel)e,  wlio  married  Neliemiali  Cliad- 
bourne  as  before  stated ;  Mary,  who  married  Daniel  llatcli  of  Sanford,  Me.,  wlio 
after  her  death  married  lier  sister  Joanna  and  had  Nathan  and  Sarali;  Olive, 
who  married  .John  Libby;  Joseph  who  married  Mary  Chadbourne,  (lii-otliei- 
of  Nehemiah  aliove  referred  to),  and  had  John,  Charlotte  and  Harriet. 

tMary  F.  (Thissell)  Haskell  was  the  daughter  of  Levi  A.  and  Frances  (Keene) 
Tliissell.  He  served  in  Co.  G,  33d  Kegt.  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.  in  War  of  Kelielli.'ii ,  and 
had  besides  said  Mary  F.,  .John  G.,  Jesse  K.,  .Albert  .A.  and  Charles  A. 

Levi  A.’s  father,  .John  M.  Thissell,  died  .January  18,  1848;  his  wife  Betsey  G. 
•Standley,  daughter  of - and - (Gentlee)  Standlcy  of  Beverly,  died  Feb¬ 

ruary  33,  1869.  He  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  vicinity  of  Prince  street,  the 
Park,  Witch  lane  and  Mingo’s  beach,  Beverly,  and  was  tlie  first  among  the 
natives  of  that  place  to  sell  his  shore  land  lor  a  summer  residence.  Prior  to  1838 
he  sold  the  homestead  at  Mingo’s  beach  to  John  Glen  King,  a  noted  lawyer  of 
.Salem,  and  first  president  of  its  Common  Council,  a  part  of  wliicli  Is  still  owned 


WILLIAM  HASKELL  OF  GLOUCESTER,  MASS.  191 


He  resided  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  married  Christina 
Norton  of  that  place  February  12,  1828,  and  had  eight 
children  as  follows : 

812  i - ,  b. - . 

813  ii  - ,  b. - . 

814  iii  - ,  b - . 

815  iv  - ,  b.  - . 

816  V - ,  b. - 

817  vi  - ,  b. - . 

818  vii  — - ,  b.  - 

819  viii - ,  b. - . 

676  Peter  H.  Haskell,^  son  of  Moses  G.  and  Rosilla 
(Haines)  Haskell,  was  born  in  1833  in  Livermore,  Me. 

His  children  were  as  follows : 

820  i  Mary,  b.  1868. 

821  ii  Edwin  P.,  b.  1874. 

677  Edwin  Bradbury  Haskell,’  son  of  Moses  G. 
and  Rosilla  (Haines)  Haskell,  ivas  born  in  Livermore, 
Maine,  Augu.st  24,  1837. 

by  the  (liiujjliterH  of  Mr.  Kinjj.  After  said  sale  he  removed  to  Derry,  K.  H., 
where  he  resided  a  few  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Beverly. 

His  children  were  1.  .John  Molston,  horn  ISlil,  married  Betsey  Foster,  and  had 
.lohn  and  Emma  who  married  a  Munroe.  2.  Nicholas  S.  died  1872,  married  Mary 
Ann  Dodfte,  and  had  Marietta  who  married  Timothy  Ili);^in8  and  lives  In 
Beverly  Farms;  .Arthur  1*.  who  married  Mary  E.  Smith,  and  resides  In  Beverly, 
and  Theoilore,  who  married  .Annie  Sias  and  resides  in  Ossij)ee,  N.  H.  3.  .Tonas, 
died  181i2iii  the  W'arof  Rebellion,  married  Elizabeth  A.  Abbott  and  had  .1.  Ab¬ 
bott,  Imrii  .April  30,  185!t,  a  physician  in  New  York  Suite,  and  Lizzie  F.,  born 
.August  20,  1801  and  died  188-.  4.  Amos,  died  1870,  married  Elizabeth  Miller  and 
had  Emma  K.,  born  Deeeml)er24, 1802.  and  AnnaM.,  born  June  6, 1868,  who  married 
AVilliam  U.  Tucker.  .5.  Eiiitli  S.,  born  1827.  0.  Elizabeth  G.,  died  July,  1867,  married 
Ezra  Edwards  and  had  Ezra  Francis,  Lewis  C.,  Elizabeth  R.  who  married  J.imes 
11.  Morse,  -Miriam  A.  wlio  married  Joscpli  L.  Goodridfre  and  died,  Edwin  A., 
Caroline  .A.  wlio  married  Steplien  A.  Woodlmry,  Edith  S.,  Clara  S.,  Steplien  A. 
1).,  .Mary  L.  and  Annie  G.  7.  Mary  Ann,  Imrii  l.'SO,  died  186.5.  8.  Levi  A.,  bom 
1838,  maiTled  Frances  Keene,  livinp;  in  Beverly,  Mass. 

The  foreiroiiiff  were  descendants  of  .leffrey  Tliissell,  who  came  from  Abbets- 
bury,  Dorset  County  in  En;;land  and  settled  in  that  jiart  of  Salem  now  Beverly 
thou;rh  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  his  intention  to  have’remained  permanently 
in  the  c,ountry,  for  in  his  will,  executed  Dctolier  20,  1676,  he  calls  himself  of 
“  Abbettsbury  in  Old  Enjfland  but  absent  in  New  Entrland.” 

He  died  in  Beve.-ly  in  1076,  leaving  a  son  Richard  in  Beverly,  a  daughter  Jo¬ 
anna  in  England  and  an  estate  of  £83. 

Richard  married  Elizabetli  Patch,  daughter  of  James  Patch,  who  died  1737, 
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He  learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Port¬ 
land  (Me.)  Advertiser,  went  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
worked  in  that  city  and  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  in  1855  and 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  as  a  compositor  on 
the  Saturday  Evening  Gazette. 

In  1857  he  was  employed  on  the  Boston  Journal  as  a 
printer  and  reporter,  and  in  1860  became  a  reporter  for 
the  Boston  Herald,  then  owned  by  Mr.  Edwin  C.  Bailey, 
and  in  the  following  year  was  made  one  of  the  editorial 
writers  and  practically  the  head  of  that  department. 

In  1861  he  helped  raise  the  11th  Mass,  regiment  and 
intended  to  go  to  the  Held,  but  resigned  to  one  of  military 
training. 

In  1865  he  became  part  owner  of  the  Boston  Herald, 


and  had  1.  Jeffrey.  2.  Mary.  3.  Richard  who  married  Martha  Thorndike  and 

died  17.52.  4.  Elizabeth.  5.  Ebenezer,  who  married  Hannah - and  had  Richard, 

James,  Lydia  and  Susanna.  6.  Daughter,  who  married  a  Corning  and  had  Han¬ 
nah.  7.  Daughter,  who  married  a  Sallows  and  had  Elizabeth,  Experience  and 
Mary.  8.  Daughter  who  married  a  Pride  and  had  Peter.  9.  Daughter,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  Cole  and  had  Solomon,  Nathaniel,  Mary,  Charity,  Sarah  and  Hannah. 
10.  Daughter,  who  married  a  Standley  and  had  Mary. 

Richard,  who  married  Martha  Thorndike,  died  1792  and  by  his  will  gave  other 
property  to  his  son  Jeffrey,  “also  my  negro  Jethro.”  He  had  1.  Jeffrey,  born  1716, 
died  1794,  married  Mary  Butman.  2.  William,  married - and  bad  son  Paul. 

3.  Priscilla,  married  David  Corning  and  had  .Jonathan,  Ebenezer  and  Mary. 

4.  Martha.  5.  Anna. 

Jeffrey,  who  married  Mary  Butman,  had  1.  Charles.  2.  Jeffrey,  born  1755, 
died  September,  1829,  who  married  August  24,  1777,  .Jemima  Morse  and  had 

1.  John  M.  above  referred  to.  2.  Samuel  M.,  born  1778,  married  1801  Dorcas - , 

who  was  born  1780  and  died  1863,  and  had  Dorcas,  born  1802;  Zalmon,  born  1805; 

Amos,  born  1807,  married  Mary  - ,  and  had  Edwin,  Ella  P.,  who  married 

George  A.  Adams,  and  Nellie  M.,  who  married  Frank  W,  Brown;  Priscilla,  born 
1810,  died  1892;  Samuel,  bom  1813,  died  May  26,  1881,  married  Lydia  Elliott,  who 
was  born  1811,  died  1893;  Clarissa,  born  1815;  Edwin,  born  1819,  died  18.56; 
Thomas,  bom  1821,  died  1891.  3.  Mary,  who  married  a  Bisson  and  died  April, 
18.52  and  had  Jonathan,  Mahala,  who  married  Edmund  Burke  and  another  daugh- 
ter  who  married  a  Woodberry  and  had  John  T.,  Israel  B.  and  Ann  W.  4.  Thorn¬ 
dike,  died  September  23,  1863,  married  “Ginger” - and  had  George,  Itom 

1816,  married  Mary  P.  Foster,  now  living  in  Beverly,  and  Mary  G.  who  died  1891 

unmarried.  5.  David,  died  May,  1830,  married - ar.d  had  David,  born  1822, 

who  married  a  Gentlee,  and  Ann,  who  married  Ira  D.  Batchelder  of  Wenham. 
6.  Mahala,  died  August  9,  1843,  married  a  Stanley  and  had  Paul,  who  married 

- and  had  Andrew  and^Charles  L.,  Elizabeth,  who  married  a  Parsons,  and 

Jeffrey  T.  of  Manchester,  Mass. 
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and  his  chief  work  has  been  as  editor  of  that  paper  from 
1835  to  1887. 

In  1882  he  declined  the  nomination  to  Congress  from 
his  district  which  would  have  l)een  equivalent  to  an  elec¬ 
tion. 

He  married  Celia,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Joanna  (Hub- 
bard)  Hill  of  Fayette,  Maine,  in  August,  1861  ;  is  now 
living  (1896),  and  has  had  the  following  children  : 

822  i  William  E.,  b.  1862;  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 

1884  and  settled  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  for  a  time 
he  was  editor  of  the  Minneapolis  Tribune,  and  one  of 
the  owners  of  the  Minneapolis  Journal. 

823  ii  Helen,  b.  1864;  d.  y. 

824  iii  Harry  Hill,  b.  1869;  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 

1890  and  is  a  physician. 

826  iv  Walter  B  ,  b.  1870;  d.  y. 

826  V  Elizabeth,  b.  1872;  d.  y. 

827  vi  Margaret,  b.  1874. 

828  vii  Clarence  G.,  b.  1879. 

682  Llewellyn  S.  Haskell,^  son  of  Solomon  and 

- Haskell,  was  born  in  181,*). 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

829  i  Mary  Anna,  b. - . 

830  li  Theodore  W.,  b. - . 

831  iii  Llewellyn,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

832  iv  Frederick  G.,  b. - . 

833  V  Henry  F.,  b. - . 

834  vi  Llewellyn  F.,  b. - ;  m.  -  ,  and  has  children, 

Llewellyn  and  Leroy  A. 

836  vii  Edward  F.,  b. - ;  m. ,  and  has  child  Edna  H. 

836  viii  Endora  F.,  b - . 

837  ix  Daisy,  b. - ;  d.  y. 

838  X  Daisy,  b. - 

690  Noah  D.  Haskell,^  son  of  Hubbard  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Newl)uryport,  Mass.,  in  1795. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

839  i  Judith,  b. - ;  m.  a  Kadcliff. 

840  ii  Jonathan  S.,  b. - — ;  m. - ,  and  had  two  children. 

841  ill  Noah,  b. - . 


194  A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DESCENDANTS  OF 

696  Samuel  S.  Haskell,'’'  son  of  Hubbsird  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  in  1808. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

842  i  Mary  E.,  b.  1830;  ni. - Clark. 

843  ii  Benjamin,  b.  1835. 

844  iii  Robert,  b.  1838. 

845  iv  Samuel  S.,  b.  184ti. 

703  Andrew  L.  Haskell,^  was  born  in  1806  proba¬ 
bly  in  Newburyport,  Mass. 

His  children  were  as  follows: 

846  i  Sarah  E.,  b.  1830;  m. - Wyman. 

847  ii  Anna,  1).  1834;  d.  y. 

848  iii  William  A.,  b.  1841.  He  had  two  children  :  William  A.,  b. 

1804,  and  Coburn,  b.  1809. 

704  William  O.  Haskell, ''  son  of  Nathan  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1808. 

He  resided  in  Mason,  N.  H.,  and  was  the  author  of  a 
Genealogical  Tree  of  Descendants  of  William  Haskell  of 
Gloucester. 

His  children  were  as  f<)llows  : 

849  i  William  ().*  b.  1844. 

850  ii  Frank  H.,  b.  1840. 

851  iii  Harry  H.,  b.  1851. 

852  iv  Edward  A.,  b.  1854. 

707  George  W.  Haskell,'’  son  of  Nathan  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1814. 

His  children  were  as  follows  : 

863  i  Frank,  b.  1862 ;  d.  y. 

864  ii  George,  b.  1863. 

865  iii  Anna,  b.  - ;  d.  y. 

709  Isaac  R.  Haskell,^  son  of  Nathan  and - 

Haskell,  was  born  in  1818. 

*Thi«  William  O.,  Junior,  hail  rhildren :  Mary  S.,  b.  1870;  Alice  C.,  b.  1872; 
ami  William  R..  b.  1875. 


WILLIAM  HASKELL  OF  GLOUCESTER,  MASS, 


195 


He  resided  in  Chelsea,  Mass.,  having  probably  removed 
from  Newbiirypoi’t,  Mass.,  when  a  young  man. 

His  children  were  as  follows  ; 

866  i  Mary  A.,  b.  1850;  d.  y. 

867  ii  Nathan  O.,  b,  1851 ;  d.  y. 

858  iii  Hubbard  C.,  b.  1862;  lately  a  resident  of  Salem,  Mass., 

where  he  was  the  agent  of  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Co. 

859  iv  Mary  H.,  b. - . 
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EARLY  FISHERIES  IN  THE  MERRIMAC. 


To  his  majesties  Justifes  of  the  Generali  fefions  of  the 
peace  now  wholden  att  Ipswich  for  the  County  of  Eafex : 
Your  honours  humble  petioners  —  fheweth  :  that  whear 
as  Almighty  god  in  his  providence  hath  discovered  a  way 
for  the  Releefe  and  suport  of  his  Creatours  :  By  sending 
of  the  Great  fuply  of  fifh  up  into  the  Rivers  and  having 
by  experance  found  out  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
taking  of  fish  for  our  supply  in  our  upper  Towns  but  by 
Erecting  of  a  wier  m  the  River :  which  hath  bin  a  great 
suply  for  food  :  so  that  hundreds  in  four  and  twenty  hours 
have  bin  filled  thereby,  and  in  such  times  as  meny  knew 
not  which  way  to  have  a  suply  of  food  :  and  where  as  our 
honoured  fathers  have  directed  us  for  to  ask  this  lil>berty 
of  your  honours  :  your  Humble  petioners  Pray  that  we  may 
have  Libberty  to  erect  a  wire  in  Marrimick  River  against 
henery  Boddals  which  we  say  is  much  in  The  Senter  of 
our  upper  Towns.  Now  your  humble  petioners  pray  that 
we  may  have  the  Libberty  to  erect  a  wire  sometime  in 
June  in  said  River,  to  stand  about  three  weeks :  to  take 
some  of  the  fifh  upon  their  return  down  said  River,  for 
which  your  humble  petioners  :  shall  ever:  Be  oblidged  to 
pray  for  your  honours. 

Ephraim  fofter 
James  Bridges 
hejiery  Codwell 
richard  Tasker 
John  maston 
ebenezer  Stevens 
abial  Stevens 

for  our  selves :  and  in  Behalf  of  our  partners 
Andouer  the  20th  of  March  1717 

TF 
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TROUBLE  BETWEEN  THE  MERRIMAC  TOWNS 
AND  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Almsbury,  September  yk  29,  1718 
To  the  Honoured  Judges  and  Juftices  of  y®  quarter 
feffions  of  y®  peace  to  l)e  holden  at  Newbury,  September 
y®  30th  Currant  may  it  please  your  honours  as  we  account 
it  our  unvalueable  prevelidge  to  set  under  so  good  a  good 
a  goverment  in  all  and  every  refpect  so  in  this  which 
particularly  concearns  us  about  Countrey  Roads  &  other 
highways  so  wee  accounted  it  our  duty  to  Inform  your 
honours  of  anything  that  is  or  may  bo  to  our  dammage  as 
y®  Conntrey  Roade  petitioned  for  now  is  and  trusting  in 
your  honours  in  this  respect  and  wee  would  lay  these 
severel  particulers  befor  the  Honoured  Court.  First  if 
that  there  had  bin  so  much  need  as  Kingstown  and  them 
concearned  for  them  pretend  they  might  have  laid  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Towns  of  Haverhil  &  Almsbury  &  we  should 
have  bin  willing  to  have  done  anything  in  reason  that  wee 
are  capable  of  in  that  respect  —  Secondly  we  have  laid 
out  a  highway  for  y®  better  Conveneiency  and  accoma- 
datiiig  of  Kingstown  to  Jemacco  (so  called)  to  y®  Coun¬ 
try  Roade  it  also  leads  into  another  highway  that  Comes 
into  y®  Conntrey  Roade  near  y®  line  bethween  Haverhil 
and  Almsbury  so  that  they  mtiy  w^**  lionveneiency  come  in 
that  until  they  come  to  y®  roade  y*  they  pertitioned  for 
near  y®  houfe  of  James  Sanders  jun*’  in  Haverhil  and  is 
nearer  then  that  and  wee  doubt  not  but  Haverhil  having  a 
highway  already  y®  most  part  of  y®  way  to  meremack 
River  will  take  care  from  thence  to  Swets  ferry.  Thirdly 
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To  his  majesties  Justifes  of  the  Generali  fefions  of  the 
peace  now  wholden  att  Ipswich  for  the  County  of  Eafex : 
Your  honours  humble  petioners  —  fheweth :  that  whear 
as  Almighty  god  in  his  providence  hath  discovered  a  way 
for  the  Releefe  and  suport  of  his  Creatours  :  By  sending 
of  the  Great  fuply  of  fifh  up  into  the  Rivers  and  having 
by  experance  found  out  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
taking  of  fish  for  our  supply  in  our  upper  Towns  but  by 
Erecting  of  a  wier  m  the  River :  which  hath  bin  a  great 
suply  for  food  :  so  that  hundreds  in  four  and  twenty  hours 
have  bin  filled  thereby,  and  in  such  times  as  meny  knew 
not  which  way  to  have  a  suply  of  food  :  and  where  as  our 
honoured  fathers  have  directed  us  for  to  ask  this  libberty 
of  your  honours  :  your  Humble  petioners  Pray  that  we  may 
have  Libberty  to  erect  a  wire  in  Marrimick  River  against 
henery  Boddals  which  we  say  is  much  in  The  Senter  of 
our  upper  Towns.  Now  your  humble  petioners  pray  that 
we  may  have  the  Libberty  to  erect  a  wire  sometime  in 
June  in  said  River,  to  stand  about  three  weeks :  to  take 
some  of  the  fifh  upon  their  return  down  said  River,  for 
which  your  humble  petioners  :  shall  ever  :  Be  oblidged  to 
pray  for  your  honours. 

Ephraim  fofter 
James  Bridges 
henery  Codwell 
richard  Tasker 
John  maston 
ebenezer  Stevens 
abial  Stevens 

for  our  selves :  and  in  Behalf  of  our  partners 
Andouer  the  20th  of  March  1717 

IF 
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Almsbury,  September  29,  1718 
To  the  Honoured  Judges  and  Juftices  of  y®  quarter 
feffions  of  y®  peace  to  l)e  holden  at  Newbury,  September 
y®  30th  Currant  may  it  please  your  honours  as  we  account 
it  our  unvalneable  prevelidge  to  set  under  so  good  a  good 
a  goverment  in  all  and  every  refpect  so  in  this  which 
particularly  concearns  us  about  Countrey  Roads  &  other 
highways  so  wee  accounted  it  our  duty  to  Inform  your 
honours  of  anything  that  is  or  may  be  to  our  dammage  as 
y®  Countrey  Roade  petitioned  for  now  is  and  trusting  in 
yonr  honours  in  this  respect  and  wee  would  lay  these 
severel  particulers  befor  tlie  Honoured  Court.  First  if 
that  there  had  bin  so  much  need  as  Kingstown  and  them 
concearned  for  them  pretend  they  might  have  laid  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Towns  of  Haverhil  &  Almsbury  &  we  should 
have  bin  willing  to  have  done  anything  in  reason  that  wee 
are  capable  of  in  that  respect  —  Secondly  we  have  laid 
out  a  highvvay  for  y®  better  Conveneiency  and  accoma- 
dating  of  Kingstown  to  Jemacco  (so  called)  to  y®  Coun¬ 
try  Roade  it  also  leads  into  another  highway  that  Comes 
into  y®  Countrey  Roade  near  y®  line  bethween  Haverhil 
and  Almsbury  so  that  they  may  w***  (ionveneiency  come  in 
that  until  they  come  to  y®  roade  y‘  they  pertitioned  for 
near  y®  houfe  of  James  Sanders  jun''  in  Haverhil  and  is 
nearer  then  that  and  wee  doubt  not  but  Haverhil  having  a 
highway  already  y®  most  part  of  y®  way  to  meremack 
River  will  take  care  from  thence  to  Swets  ferry.  Thirdly 
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that  y®  peiibiis  that  are  so  forward  in  this  matter  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  y®  lower  end  of  Haverhil  and  Bradford  and  have 
rights  in  Kingstown  by  virtue  of  which  they  challange  all 
our  Land  above  three  miles  from  merremack  River  and 
yet  they  would  have  ns  procure  them  a  Countrey  Roade 
to  Kingstown  which  is  nine  or  ten  miles  &  to  cloak  this 
their  design  pretend  it  a  Countrey  Roade  and  for  travel- 
ors  but  it  is  rather  a  private  way  to  carry  away  our  tim¬ 
ber  for  they  have  Carried  away  already  Some  Hundred 
pounds  worth,  and  y®  turn  at  James  Sanders,  or  as  they 
do  make  it  going  round  his  field  will  make  all  travelers  to 
go  farther  about  by  Confiderable  as  will  appear  in  Court 
and  their  not  notifying  of  us  when  y®  Committee  was 
there,  according  to  court  order,  So  that  they  might  y® 
better  accomplifh  their  defign  and  now  they  make  it 
much  y®  neereft  and  beft  way.  wee  pray  your  Honours  to 
take  thefe  things  into  your  Confideration  for  this  Ihows 
that  it  is  their  own  Intereft  that  they  look  at  and  not  at 
the  good  of  travellers.  Fourthly  now  wee  are  come  to  y® 
greatest  diflSculty  which  is  Kingstowne  being  Seatuted  so 
near  or  rather  partly  in  our  Township  that  they  destroy 
our  timber,  build  Sawmils  on  our  Streams,  Cut  our 
meadows,  feed  our  Commons,  and  if  wee  have  either 
timber  cut,  or  hay  mown,  they  do  come  and  carry  it 
away  and  if  our  people  are  at  work  on  their  own  land 
within  our  Township  they  take  them  and  carry  them  away 
and  will  take  no  bond  of  our  province  and  make  prif- 
oners  of  them  in  newhamshire.  and  wee  remember  that 
y®  line  of  y®  provinces  not  setteled  to  affect  so  that  we 
know  not  wheare  to  go  for  amends,  and  laftly  we  have  a 
highway  directly  from  Kingstown  to  Capt.  Humphry 
Hooks  ferry  which  will  lead  us  directly  into  y®  body  of 
newbury  and  into  Bradford  and  Newbury  Country  Roade 
which  Roade  leads  through  the  whole  j)rovince,  but  y® 
roade  they  petitioned  for  goes  only  into  a  Small  Skirt  of 
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Ne\vl)iiry  and  no  country  Roade  to  agree  with  it  into  any 
Town  farther  than  y®  Conntrey  Road  from  Bradford  to 
Newl)nry  and  wee  have  a  Roade  from  Kingstown  to 
Haverhil  through  our  Town  four  or  live  miles  to  a  high¬ 
way  in  Haverhil  which  leads  directly  to  Griffens  ferry  and 
hath  bin  for  fourty  or  fifty  years  laft  paft  as  we  are  in¬ 
formed  by  our  anceftors  made  use  of  and  hath  l)in  for¬ 
merly  caled  a  conntrey  Roade  from  Haverhil  to  Exodher 
and  is  now  made  ufe  of  so  that  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nour  did  ride  in  his  Coach  from  Exodher  to  Haverhil  in 
it  the  Summer  laft  paft  and  is  much  made  ufe  of  by 
travellers  and  wee  conclude  muft  bo  a  Countrey  rode  if 
not  already  one  upon  Record  and  wee  are  willing  to  com¬ 
ply  with  it  wee  thinking  it  reason  it  leading  into  y®  body 
of  y®  town  of  Haverhil.  this  with  what  more  may  be 
offered  unto  your  Honours  farther  in  that  refpect  wee 
hope  that  y®  Honourable  Court  will  find  good  reafon  not 
to  hurt  y®  publick  good  of  our  town  after  so  much  care 
trouble  and  coft  as  wee  have  bin  at  for  to  procure  High¬ 
ways  for  them  and  what  hath  bin  done  for  their  Conve- 
niency,  we  hope  that  ye  Honourable  Court  will  see  good 
grounds  not  to  grant  y®  Roade  petitioned  for  which  will 
be  much  to  our  dammage.  Further  wee  are  to  acquaint 
your  Honours  that  y®  Conntrey  Roade  in  Haverhil  near 
y®  line  is  much  encnml)red  by  being  fenced  and  turned 
out  of  y®  place  where  it  was  laid  out  So  that  it  makes  it 
very  difficult  tor  teams  and  travellers  by  reafon  of  a  hill 
which  is  near  James  Sanders  juners  houfe  in  Haverhil 
and  we  would  pray  that  the  Honourable  Court  would 
Cause  such  Incumbrance  to  be  removed  this  with  the 
foregoing  wee  the  petitioners  humbly  Subfcribe. 

John  Bagly  Stdectmen 

John  Whittier  y  for 

J«)nath.  Blasdel  J  Almsbury 
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Jacob  Sargent 
Nathaniel  Wood 
Joseph  wood 
Joseph  Prechot 
Thomas  Collby  juner 
Ephraim  Blafdell 
Nathaniel  Hunt 
Samuel  Colby 
Henry  Dow 
Orlando  Bagly 
John  Howell 
Thomas  Hoyt 
John  Eliot 
John  Foot 
Theophilus  Colby 
Joseph  Currier 
William  Sergeant 
Elias  Colby 
William  Harvey 


Thomas  Bettol 
Charles  Sargent 
Valentine  Rowel 
John  Harvee 
Samuel  Stevens 
Thomas  Sargent 
Benieman  Tucker 
Titus  Hobbs 
Robert  King 
Orlando  Bagl}’^  jn. 
Daniel  Hoyt 
Bonnony  Tucker 
Samuel  Jewell 
Thomas  nicols 
Roger  Steuens 
Ephraim  Wood 
Tho.  Challis 
John  Challis 
Luke  Wells 


OLD-SCHOOL  MANNERS  IN  MONEY-MATTERS. 

Mr.  Paine  w***  loue  to  you  this  is  to  intreate  you  to  de¬ 
liver  to  John  madax  &  Robart  Leeues  the  som  of  thirtine 
pounds  fortine  shillings  «&;  six  pense  for  ther  worke  Avhich 
is  due  to  them  from  mee 

So  I  pray  you  faile  not 
from  Salem  the  Your  freand 

19  day  of  agust  Richard  Hollinworth. 

1641.  - 

Rec  by  us  Robard  Lues  &  John  Matuxe  of  [torn  off'\ 
for  sawing  work  don  for  ship  Sara  &  was  by  [torn  off^ 
apointment  of  Richard  Holingworth  the  som  of  thi  [torn] 
pound  foure  shilinges  six  penc  I  say  Rec  by  us  [/om] 
1  day  of  the  8*"®  1642 

the  mark  of  Robart  Lues 
the  mark  of  John  “  matuxes 
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BROWNE  HILL 


[formekly  called  long  hill  and  leach’s  hill] 
AND  SOME  HISTORY  CONNECTED  WITH  IT. 

Communicated  to  the  £»sex  Institute, 

BY  EZKA  D.  HINES. 


THE  HILL. 

“I  left  the  valley  far,  far  behind, 

As  ever  upward  the  pathway  led, 

I'ast  gray  stone  walls,  where  the  ivy  twined, 

And  the  elms  a  grateful  coolness  shed. 

Till  at  last  I’ve  reached  the  highest  point, 

And  before  me  the  landscape  stretches  wide. 

And  eastward  or  westward  the  eye  may  seek, 

Y’et  And  no  bound  to  restrain  its  pride. 

While  nearer  along  the  valley  green. 

Full  many  a  village  meets  the  eye, 

And  here  and  there,  the  silver  sheen 
Of  a  brooklet  mirrors  the  arching  sky. 

Upon  thy  summit,  how  serene 
And  beautiful  the  widespread  scene ! 

The  distant  hills  in  calm  repose, 

In  kingly  garb  of  purple  robe, 

And  lake,  and  stream,  and  woodland  make 
A  picture  that  will  never  fade.” 

The  above  qiiotations  well  describe  one’s  feelings,  and 
the  view  as  well,  which  meets  his  eye,  when  standing 
upon  the  summit  of  a  very  high  hill,  situate  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town  of  Danvers,  and  near  the  Beverly 
boundary  line.  The  hill  has  been  called  Long  Hill, 

(201) 
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Leach’s  Hill  (the  name  it  bore  at  the  time  of  the  Witch¬ 
craft  Delusion  in  1692),  Browne’s  Hill,  Browne’s  Folly 
and  Folly  Hill.  Folly  Hill  is  the  common  name  for  it 
to-day. 

There  are  but  few  trees  upon  its  surface.  It  is  a  high 
and  long  hill,  rising  quite  abruptly  on  its  western  side, 
sloping  somewhat  on  its  eastern  side. 

In  1692,  a  portion  of  the  hill  was  included  in  the 
Barney  farm,  and  another  portion  of  the  hill  was  included 
in  the  Leach  farm. 

The  scientific  name  of  the  hill  is  a  pedestal  drumlin. 
Drnmlin  is  a  word  of  Irish  derivation,  meaning  a  long 
rounded  hill. 

The  following  terms  are  essentially  synonymous  with 
it:  "parallel  ridges,”  "drums  and  sow  backs  of  Scotland,” 
"lenticular  hills,”  "  whalebacks.”  Of  these  several  terms, 
it  is  said  that  drumlin  appears  by  far  the  best,  in  being  a 
name,  not  a  description  ;  in  having,  in  English  at  least,  no 
other  meaning  than  the  technical  one  here  adopted  ;  and 
in  having  been  proposed  liy  the  author  who  first  gave  a 
suflacient  clue  to  the  origin  of  these  hills.  Drumlin,  using 
the  term  in  its  general  sense,  may  lie  specifically  qualified 
as  long,  oval,  or  round. 

Drumlins  are  hills  composed  of  compact  unstratified 
glacial  drift  or  till ;  their  form  is  usually  elongate  or  oval 
with  a  ratio  of  horizontal  axes  varying  from  6:1  to  1  :1 ; 
the  longer  axis  is  parallel  to  former  local  glacial  motion 
as  shown  by  neighboring  striation  or  transportation  of 
boulders ;  the  profile  is  generally  smoothly  arched  and 
commonly  almost  symmetrical:  terminal  slopes  3°  to  10°, 
lateral  slopes  10°  to  20°,  length  one-eighth  of  a  mile,  to 
two  or  more  miles,  height  20  to  250  feet  above  base. 

Drumlins  are  of  direct  glacial  origin.  The  arched 
hills  of  glacial  drift  that  have  been  called  drumlins  by 
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the  Irish  geologists  are  among  the  most  peculiar  results 
of  the  action  of  land  ice  sheets. 

The  theory  most  satisfactory  in  relation  to  drumlius  is 
that  which  compares  them  to  sand  banks  in  rivers,  and 
thus  cojisiders  them  the  result  of  gradual  local  accumula¬ 
tions  of  drift  beneath  the  old  glacial  sheet,  when  more 
material  was  brought  than  could  be  carried  away. 

Folly  Hill,  as  I  have  before  stated,  is  a  "Pedestal 
Drumlin,”  from  the  fact  that  it  is  a  drumlin  resting  upon 
a  ledge  of  rock,  which  letlge  is  composed  of  diorite  and 
granite ;  on  the  south  side  diorite,  and  on  the  north  side 
granite. 

You  will  find  all  over  the  surface  of  the  hill  (in  its 
season)  "  a  gold  bloom.  ” 

“Woad  waxen  gold,— a  foreign  weed, 

Spoiling  the  fields  for  useful  seed, 

Yet  something  to  recall  the  day. 

When  we  were  under  royal  sway. 

And  paid  our  taxes  w  ell.” 

Webster  calls  it  the  "w’oad  waxen,  a  plant  of  the  genus 
Genista  {Genista  tinetoria)  •,  dyer’s  broom,  or  dyer’s 
weed,  called  also  wood  wash,  aiid  wood  wax  and  wood 
waxen.”  Anotlier  says  —  "Dyer’s  Broom,  called  also 
dyer’s  green  weed,  and  whin,  a  low  shrub  with  yellow 
flowers  and  simple  leaves.”  It  is  the  Genista  tinetoria,  a 
European  plant  now  thoroughly  naturalized  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  Its  tops  were  formerly  used  to  make  a  yellow  dye 
for  domestic  purposes.  It  is  said  to  be  the  genet,  the 
bush,  which  gave  its  name  to  the  Plantagenet  family : 
the  surname  of  Henry  I,  Plantagenet,  means  "the  plant 
of  broom.” 

“  Oh!  the  broom,  the  yellow  broom. 

The  ancient  poets  sung  it ; 

And  dear  it  is  on  a  summer  day. 

To  lie  at  rest  among  it.” 

HIST,  coi.i..  voi,.  xxxii  20* 
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"  It  had  become  a  sort  of  fashion  in  those  days,  and  was 
thought  very  meritorious  and  religious,  for  great  men  to 
take  up  some  humble  name  as  a  sort  of  disguise,  and  it  is 
said  that  Henry’s  father  from  some  such  motive,  had 
chosen  to  call  himself  by  the  name  of  this  wild  and  common 
flower,  and  to  wear  it  as  a  badge  on  his  hat.”  We  are  all 
made  aware  of  the  presence  of  wood  wax  upon  the  hill, 
when  viewing  its  annual  burning, — a  very  pretty  sight. 

The  hill  was  made  a  Coast  Survey  Station  in  August, 
1848. 

The  account  which  follows  in  relation  to  the  hill,  as  a 
Coast  Survey  Station,  was  received  from  Washington,  D.C. 

Signal  at  "  Browne’s  Folly  ”  in  Beverly,  called  Folly 
Hill. 

C.  O.  B.  August,  1848. 

Earthen  cone,  top  of  which  is  18  inches  below  surface 
of  ground,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  placed  a  stub  with 
copper  nail. 

Pole  15  feet;  braces  11  feet;  bottom  of  cone  (on  pole) 
above  copper  nail  13.83  feet;  top  of  cloth  12.41  feet; 
bottom  of  cloth  9.58  feet;  crotch  7.83  feet.  Above  the 
hill  is  pasture  land  and  has  two  trees  either  side  of  signal 
east  and  west. 

Brown’s  Folly  in  Beverly  sees  Prospect  in  Rowley, 
Brown’s  in  Hamilton,  Rock  station,  Beverly  Farms, 
Baker’s  Island  Light,  Coddons,  Legg’s,  Boulder  on  hill. 
Orne’s,  and  the  country  generally  within  these  points. 
Station  is  marked  by 

September  10,  1849. 

Reset  signal  at  Folly  Hill. 

Signal  consists  of  a  siuirle  pole,  11  feet  higli  with  a 
cedar  l)ush  and  a  white  flag,  the  liottom  of  which  is  8 
feet  10  inches  above  the  stu!)  marking  the  station  point. 
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Bottom  of  white  band  6  feet  3  inches  high.  Top  of  white 
band  9  feet  8  inches  high,  height  of  tuft  above  stui)  12 
feet  9  inches. 

For  description  of  J  see  topographical  sheet. 

Memorandum  about  station  Folly  Hill,  Mass. 

This  trigonometrical  station  was  established  in  1848, 
and  was  first  occupied  by  Assistant  C.  O.  Boutelle.  For 
exact  position  see  copy  ot  plane  table  survey  and  for  geo¬ 
graphical  iiosition  turn  to  page  316  of  the  accompanying 
app.  8  Rep.  for  1885. 

The  height  of  the  ground  was  determined  in  1849  and 
found  to  be  207  feet  above  the  half-tide  level  of  the  ocean. 

A  very  interesting  fact  in  relation  to  the  hill  is  tijis, 
that  near  its  base,  on  the  western  side,  formerly  stood  the 
house  of  Doctor  Griggs,  the  physician  of  Salem  Village, 
and  there  lived  with  him  as  a  member  of  his  family, 
a  niece  of  his  wife, —  Elizabeth  Hubbard.  These  two 
individuals  were  important  personages  at  the  time  of 
the  witchcraft  delusion.  According  to  Mr.  Uphani,  had 
Doctor  Griggs  stood  up  firmly  against  the  delusion  when 
it  first  appeared,  as  he  might  have  done,  and  with  good 
eft’cct,  the  whole  trouble  might  have  ended  then  and  there. 
He  did  not.  When  the  first  cases  appeared.  Doctor 
Griggs  was  called,  a  consultation  had,  and  the  opinion 
finally  and  gravely  given,  that  the  afflicted  children  were 
bewitched.  It  was  quite  common  in  those  days  for  the 
faculty  to  dispose  of  difficult  cases  b}'  this  resort.  When 
their  remedies  were  baffled,  and  their  skill  at  fault,  the 
patient  was  said  to  be  "  under  an  evil  hand.” 

Of  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  this  is  what  Clement  Coldum, 
aged  sixty  years  at  the  time  of  the  witchcraft  delusion, 
said:  He  deposeth,  that  "on  May  29***  1692,  being  at 
Salem  Village,  carrying  home  Elizabeth  Hubbard  from 
the  meeting  behind  me  —  she  desired  me  to  ride  faster  — 
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I  asked  her  why  :  she  said  the  woods  were  full  of  Devils, 
and  said,  there  they  be !  but  I  could  see  none.  Then  I 
put  on  my  horse,  and  after  I  had  ridden  a  while,  she  told 
me,  I  might  ride  softer,  for  we  had  outridden  them.” 

Is  it  not  a  remarkable  fact,  that  about  this  time  (1692) 
a  school  was  established,  and  a  school  house  built  very 
near  the  home  of  this  same  Doctor  Griggs?  and  there 
began  that  education,  before  which  superstition,  with  all 
its  attendant  horrors,  was  destined  to  flee  away. 

Standing  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  we  have  a  fine  view 
of  the  country  around.  We  observe  Salem,  Peabody, 
Marblehead,  Beverly,  the  Salem  and  Beverly  reservoii-s, 
Wenham  Lake,  the  Church  and  Brown’s  Hill  in  Hamilton, 
the  Ipswich  Hills,  the  Wenham  church  spire  peering 
through  the  trees,  and  in  the  same  line  the  North  and 
Methodist  church  spires  in  Ipswich  are  plainly  seen. 
Passing  around  to  the  left,  we  see  more  hills,  and  then 
the  flag-staflT  on  Topsfield  Common,  and  the  spires  of  the 
Topsfield  churches  are  in  sight.  Directly  over  Middleton 
church  spire,  is  seen  a  mountain,  "veiled  in  clouds,”  which 
runs  upward  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  believed  to  be 
Monadnock,  in  New  Hampshire,  sung  by  the  poet  in  these 
lines : 

“  And  there,  forever  firm  and  clear, 

Ills  lofty  turret  upward  springs ; 

He  owns  no  rival  summit  near. 

No  sovereign  but  the  King  of  Kings. 

Thousands  of  nations  have  passed  by, 

Thousands  of  years  unknown  to  story. 

And  still  his  aged  walls  on  high. 

He  rears  in  melancholy  glory.” 

It  may  not  be  Monadnock.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  a 
mountain,  and  there, 

“  As  ever  steep  and  clear. 

That  pyramid  of  nature  springs.” 
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Next  we  have  a  fine  view  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum, 
and  then  moving  along  to  a  point  directly  over  the  Maple 
Street  Church  spire,  Danvers,  we  observe  "Robin’s  Hill,” 
in  Chelmsford,  Mass. 

“  Hear,  oft  remembered  Eobin’s  Hill! 

How  many  memories  cluster  still, 

Around  thy  bold  yet  graceful  form, 

Unshaken  by  the  ages’  storm.” 

There  was  formerly  upon  the  summit  of  this  hill  (Rob¬ 
in’s),  a  pine  tree,  which  was  a  distinguished  landmark, 
but  it  was  cut  down  May  25,  1885,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1886,  a  building  called  the  "Summit  House,”  which 
afterwards  was  used  as  a  sort  of  summer  restaurant,  was 
erected  by  W.  S.  Simmons,  very  ne.ar  the  place  where 
the  old  pine  stood.  The  house  was  formally  opened 
July  5,  1886.  Tradition  says  that  the  name  comes  from 
an  Indian  chief  who  once  occupied  it,  and  his  name  was 
Robin,  and  again  it  is  said,  that  it  was  so  called  because 
it  was  a  favorite  resort  of  robin  redbreast.  The  house  and 
hill  can  be  seen  very  plainly  with  the  glass. 

Looking  over  the  Porter  house,  Danversport,  the  Blue 
Hills  of  Milton  rise  before  our  vision,  but  a  very  clear 
day  is  needed  to  locate  them. 

In  the  summer  of  1614,  Captain  John  Smith,  in  his 
exploration  of  our  coast,  caught  the  outline  of  these  hills, 
which  he  named  the  "Cheviot  hills,”  and  steered  his  boat 
to  the  Dorchester  shore.  From  that  day  the  hardy  ad¬ 
venturer  and  the  homeward-bound  mariner  have  hailed 
with  joy  the  blue  shadows  of  these  hills,  which  reveal  the 
first  signs  of  land  on  nearing  this  coast.  The  Indian  con¬ 
nected  with  them  his  visionary  ideas  of  sanctity  and 
grandeur.  From  them  he  named  his  tribe,  "Massachu¬ 
setts,”  which  means  in  the  Algonkin  dialect,  "The  people 
living  near  the  great  hills.” 
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Hawthorne  describes  Folly  Hill  and  its  surroundings 
as  follows:  —  "This  eminence  is  a  long  ridge,  rising  out 
of  the  level  country  around,  like  a  whale’s  back  out  of  a 
calm  sea,  with  the  head  and  tail  beneath  the  surface. 
Along  its  base  ran  a  green  and  seldom-trodden  lane,  with 
which  I  was  very  familiar  in  my  boyhood,  and  there  was 
a  brook  which  1  remember  to  have  dammed  up  till  its 
overflow  made  a  mimic  ocean.  When  I  last  looked  for 
this  tiny  streamlet,  which  was  still  rippling  freshly 
through  my  memory,  I  found  it  strangely  shrunken,  a 
mere  ditch  indeed,  and  almost  a  dry  one.  But  the  green 
lane  was  there  precisely  as  I  remembered  it;  two  wheel 
tracks,  and  the  beaten  path  of  the  horses’  feet,  and  grassy 
strips  between,  the  whole  overshadowed  by  bill  locust 
trees,  and  the  prevalent  barberry  bushes,  which  are  rooted 
so  fondly  in  the  recollections  of  every  Essex  man. 

From  the  lane  there  is  a  steep  ascent  up  the  side  of  the 
hill,  the  ridge  of  which  aflfords  two  views  of  very  wide 
extent  and  variety.  On  one  side  is  the  ocean,  and  Salem 
and  Beverly  on  its  shores ;  on  the  other  a  rural  scene, 
almost  perfectly  level,  so  that  each  man’s  metes  and 
bounds  can  be  traced  out  as  on  a  map.  The  beholder 
takes  in,  at  a  glance,  the  estates  on  which  ditt’erent  fami¬ 
lies  have  long  been  situated,  and  the  houses  where  they 
have  dwelt  and  cherished  their  various  interests,  inter¬ 
marrying,  agreeing  together,  or  quarreling,  going  to  live, 
annexing  little  bits  of  real  estate,  acting  out  their  petty 
parts  in  life,  and  sleeping  quietly  under  the  sod  at  last. 

A  man’s  individual  affairs  look  not  so  very  important, 
when  we  can  climb  high  enough  to  get  the  idea  of  a  com¬ 
plicated  neighborhood.” 

A  Danvers  woman,  writing  for  a  newspaper  in  1877, 
has  the  following  concerning  this  old  hill : — 

"Its  beautiful  prospect  and  its  old  colonhil  history,  both 
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touched  by  Hawthorne’s  magic  pen,  may  well  set  it  apart 
from  common  use,  and  a  spot  so  enriched  will  add  greatly 
to  the  attractions,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town, — 
each  coming  generation  will  value  it  more  and  more,  and 
will  also  perhaps  need  it  as  a  breathing  place  to  which  it 
can  escape  from  the  streets,  it  may  be  of  a  city,  and  get 
a  glimpse  of  the  mountains  and  the  sea.” 


II. 

BROWNE  HALL. 

“  A  sunken  cellar  now  is  all, 

Memorial  of  a  stately  hall.” 

About  1740,  Mr.  William  Browne,  of  Salem,  erected  a 
splendid  mansion  upon  the  summit  of  Folly  Hill  (then 
called  Browne’s  Hill),  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
"  Browne  Hall,”  after  a  place  in  Lancashire,  England, 
that  belonged  to  his  ancestors. 

The  building  consisted  of  two  wings,  two  stories  high, 
connected  by  a  spacious  hall,  the  whole  presenting  a  front 
of  80  feet. 

The  floor  »)f  the  hall  was  painted  in  imitation  of  mosaic 
and  springing  from  the  wall  was  a  commodious  circular 
gallery.  Adjacent  to  the  house  was  a  building  occupied 
solely  by  the  domestics,  all  of  whom  were  blacks. 

The  dwelling  was  finished  in  a  most  thorough  and  costly 
manner,  and  was  furnished  in  a  style  corresponding  with 
the  wealth  <»f  its  owner. 

The  hall  was  the  scene  of  many  magnificent  entertain¬ 
ments,  and  on  one  occasion  an  ox  was  roasted  whole  and 
served  up  to  a  numerous  dinner  party.  The  farm  h(»nse 
stood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  "Browne  Hall”  is  well 
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described  in  the  diary  of  Captain  Goelet,  a  New  York 
merchiint.  Recounting  his  visit  to  Salem,  he  says  : — 

“Oct.  19th,  1760.  Arrived  at  Salem  about  3  o’clk;  put  up  our 
horses  at  Widow  Pratt’s  [near  Town  House  Square],  from  whence 
we  went  to  see  Col.  Wm.  Browne  [he  resided  where  Bowker  Block 
now  is],  where  we  drank  tea  with  his  spouse.  After  tea  Mr.  Browne 
was  so  good  as  to  accompany  us  in  a  walk  around  the  Town,  showing 
us  the  wharves,  warehouses,  &c.  We  went  up  on  the  steeple  of  the 
Church  [St.  Peter’s  Church,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  j)resent 
one],  from  whence  there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  town,  harbour,  &c. 
From  here  we  had  a  view  also  of  Mr.  Browne’s  country  seat  [on 
Folly  Hill]  situated  about  six  miles  eastward  [?]  of  Salem;  —  spent 
the  evening  at  his  house,  where  joined  us  Parson  Appleton,  and  Miss 
Hitty,  his  daughter,  from  Cambridge;  we  supped  together,  and  after 
that  we  were  very  merry  at  whist,  &c.” 

“  Oct.  20th.  Lodged  at  Mr.  Browne’s,  —  after  breakfast  sauntered 
around  the  Town,  making  our  observations  on  the  buildings,  &c. 

Dined  at  his  house,  and  after  dinner,  had  a  good  deal  of  conversa¬ 
tion  with  him  upon  various  subjects,  he  being  a  gentleman  of  excel¬ 
lent  parts,  well  versed  in  literature,  a  good  scholar,  a  great  virtuoso, 
and  lover  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  having  an  extraordinary 
library  of  books  by  the  best  ancient  and  modern  authors. 

About  3  o’clk.,  we  set  out  in  his  coach  for  his  country  seat  [Browne 
Hall,  which  was  reached  through  Danvers :  neither  Essex  Bridge  nor 
Spite  Bridge  was  built  then],  riding  through  a  pleasant  country  and 
on  fine  roads.  We  arrived  there  at  4  o’clk.  'The  situation  is  very  airy, 
being  upon  a  high  hill,  Avhich  overlooks  the  country  round;  with  fine 
woods  and  lawns,  with  brooks  running  through  them. 

You  have  also  a  prospect  of  the  sea  on  one  side,  and  on  another  a 
mountain  [probably  Monadnock]  80  miles  distant. 

The  house  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  long  square,  with  wings  at  each 
end,  and  is  about  80  feet  long. 

In  the  middle  is  a  grand  hall,  surrounded  above  by  a  fine  gallery, 
with  neat  turned  bannisters,  and  in  the  ceiling  of  the  hall  represent¬ 
ing  a  large  dome.  It  is  designed  for  an  Assembly  or  Ball  Room ;  the 
gallery  for  the  musicians,  &c. 

The  building  has  four  doors,  fronting  —  North  —  East  —  South  and 
West.  Standing  in  the  middle  of  the  great  hall,  you  have  a  view  of 
the  country  from  the  four  doors.  At  the  ends  of  the  buildings  are 
the  two  upper  and  two  lower  rooms,  with  neat  stair  cases,  leading 
to  them.  In  one  of  the  lower  rooms  is  his  Library  and  study,  well 
stocked  with  a  noble  collection  of  books.  The  others  are  yet  unfur- 
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nishcd.  The  building  is  not  yet  compiete,  requiring  considerable 
workmanship  to  finish  it  so  as  the  design  is.  Not  finished  when  he 
met  with  the  loss  of  his  first  wife  [Mary  Burnet,  d.  1745]  who  was 
GoV^.  Burnet’s  daughter,  of  New  York,  by  whom  he  has  yet  two  little 
daughters ;  he  took  her  death  much  to  heart,  as  he  was  dotingly  fond 
of  her,  she  being  a  charming  lady,  —  but  he  is  now  determined  to 
complete  it. 

We  drank  a  glass  of  wine,  and  having  feasted  our  eyes  with  the 
prospect  of  the  country,  returned  to  his  house,  where  we  supped  and 
passed  the  evening  most  agreeably,  he  Iteing  a  merry,  facetious  gen¬ 
tleman.” 


III. 

THE  BROWNES. 


Bkowne  Pedigree. 

Simon  Browne  of  Browne  Hall,  LaneaBhire,  A.D.  l.'MO,  Barrister,  removed 
to  Brundish,  Suffolk. 

Thomas  Browne  of  Brundish;  d.  1608. 

Francis  Browne  of  Brundish;  d.  1626. 

Hon.  William  Browne,  b.  1608;  came  to  Salem,  New  England,  1635;  d.  1687. 

Hon.  William  Browne,  Salem,  b.  1639;  Councillor  and  Judge  for  Essex  Co.; 
d.  1715. 

Hon.  Samuel  Browne,  Salem,  b.  1669;  Judge  for  Essex  Co.;  d.  1731. 

Hon.  William  Browne,  Salem,  b.  1709;  Councillor;  d.  1763. 

William  Burnet  Browne,  Salem  and  Virginia;  b.  1738. 

See  diary  of  Benjamin  Lynde,  p.  210. 

William  Browne,  the  owner  of  Browne  Hall,  was  de¬ 
scended  from  an  old  and  respected  family.  Three  genera¬ 
tions  preceding,  a  William  Browne  had  resided  in  Salem. 
William  Browne,  the  first  of  the  race  who  came  to  this 
country,  was  the  ancestor  of  a  family  distinguished  for 
munificence  and  public  spirit.  He  was  born  March  1, 
1008,  and  emigrated  from  England  in  1635,  became  a 
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merchant  in  Salem,  where  he  was  eminent  for  his  exem¬ 
plary  life  and  his  public  charities.  In  1673,  he  paid  one 
tenth  part  of  the  cost  of  a  church  erected  in  the  town, 
and  at  his  death  left  valuable  bequests  to  the  schools  of 
Salem  and  Charlestown,  besides  large  sums  for  pious 
uses. 

During  his  life  time  he  contributed  liberally  to  the 
support  of  Harvard  College,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed 
£100  for  the  benetit  of  poor  and  meritorious  students. 
William  Browne  for  several  years  was  a  representative 
from  Salem  in  the  General  Court,  afterwards  was  ap¬ 
pointed  an  Assistant,  and  finally  one  of  the  Council  in 
1687,  during  the  administration  of  Edmund  Andros. 

He  died  in  1687,  highly  esteemed  for  his  usefulness 
and  example  as  a  private  citizen  and  honored  in  his  pub¬ 
lic  station  for  his  judgment  and  knowledge  in  commer¬ 
cial  affairs,  and  for  his  practical  skill.  His  charities  were 
his  crowning  glory. 

Major  William  Browne,  son  <tf  the  preceding,  was 
born  in  1639,  April  14th.  He  was  a  Councillor,  and 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Essex  County. 
He  was  successful  as  a  merchant.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  the  Colony  and  province,  and  had  been 
a  member  both  of  the  House  of  Deputies  and  of  the 
Council.  At  the  revolution  of  1689,  he  took  the  popular 
side  of  the  controversy,  and  was  made  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety.  He  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Capt.  George  Curwen,  and  his  second  wife 
was  Rebecca,  widow  of  Rev.  Thomas  Bailey,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Friend.  He  was  the  father-in-law 
of  Benjamin  Lynde,  who  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supe¬ 
rior  Court.  Castle  Hill,  just  out  of  Salem,  was  owned 
by  William  Browne,  and  on  his  decease  it  fell  to  Mrs. 
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Lynde,  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  said  Benjamin,  to  whom 
it  was  devised  in  the  will  of  her  father.  This  Castle 
Hill  was  for  many  years  the  country  seat  of  the  Lyndes. 
For  a  long  time  it  had  a  summer  house  upon  its  top. 

"  No  vestige  now  remains,”  says  the  annalist,  "  to  tell  us 
where  once  the  admirers  of  nature  assembled  and  dis¬ 
coursed  on  the  beauties  of  the  landscape  around  them.” 
It  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  seat  of  an  ancient 
Indian  fortification,  hence  its  name.  William  Browne  was 
a  man  of  great  wealth,  and  munificent  in  his  private 
charities  and  public  benefactions.  He  died  in  1716,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight,  in  the  language  of  the  historian 
of  Salem,”  full  of  years,  usefulness  and  honors.”  He  left 
to  Harvard  College  a  legacy  of  £100  in  the  currency  of 
Massachusetts. 

He  built  a  house  upon  the  site  of  the  present  ”  Bowker 
place,”  in  1698,  and  devised  the  same  in  his  will  to  his 
grandson,  William  Browne,  the  proprietor  of  Browne 
Hall. 

This  bouse  was  again  devised  by  the  last  named  William 
to  his  son  William  Burnet  Browne,  and  he  afterwards  sold 
it  to  his  cousin  Judge  William  Browne,  who  fled  the  coun¬ 
try  when  the  English  left  Boston,  and  was  afterwards 
made  Governor  of  the  Bermudas ;  his  property  here  was 
confiscated.  Later  on  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Hon. 
William  Gray,  who  resided  there  until  1800.  Subse¬ 
quently  it  was  known  as  the  "  Sun  Tavern,”  and  then  taken 
down  and  the  Bowker  building  erected. 

Colonel  the  Hon.  Samuel  Browne,  son  of  Major 
Wdliam,  was  born  in  1669.  He  was  many  years  a 
Representative, — ^the  first  Town  treasurer  in  Salem, — 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Essex  County, 
and  was  also  a  Chief  Justice  of  said  Court.  Also  Colonel 
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of  a  regiment,  and  Councillor.  He  was  said  to  be  by 
far  the  greatest  merchant  in  his  day  in  the  County  of 
Essex.  His  family  influence  and  his  wealth,  as  well  as 
the  ability  with  which  he  performed  the  duties  of  the 
oflices,  which  he  was  called  to  till,  gave  him  a  high  rank 
in  the  Province.  Like  the  other  leading  men  of  his  day, 
he  was  ambitious  of  military  rank,  and  rose  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  regiment.  He  was  a  distinguished  friend  and 
patron  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  was  no  less  respected 
in  private  life,  than  honored  as  a  public  man.  He  emu¬ 
lated  the  beneficence  of  his  father,  uncles  and  grand¬ 
father  and,  enlarging  the  measure  of  his  bounty  to 
Harvard  College,  bequeathed  in  aid  of  its  beneficiary  funds 
£1.50,  and  for  general  purposes  £60,  and  in  addition  a 
house,  and  a  valuable  well-stocked  farm  in  Hopkinton, 
Consisting  of  200  acres.  He  also  gave  by  his  will  £50  to 
the  Grammar  School  in  Salem,  and  also  £50  each  to  the 
Reading  and  Writing  School,  and  to  the  Woman’s  School 
for  teaching  poor  children. 

He  also  gave  to  Harvard  College  £60  "to  be  used  for 
purchasing  an  handsome  piece  of  plate^  for  the  College, 
with  my  Coat  of  Arms  on  it.”  He  died  in  1731,  aged  62. 

Col.  Benjamin  Pickman,  born  in  1741,  and  who  died  in 
1819,  said  of  the  Brownes  (writing  in  1793)  : — 

"  I  would  observe  that  the  family  of  the  Brownes  has 
been  the  most  remarkable  family  that  has  ever  lived  in  the 
Town  of  Salem,  holding  places  of  the  highest  trust  in  the 
Town,  Count}'  and  State,  and  possessing  great  riches. 
Their  donations  to  the  schools  have  been  considerable, 
and  their  mercantile  engagements  have  very  much  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  growth  of  the  Town.” 


•  See  picture  of  same  In  the  “  Curio,”  Sept.  1887,  page  21,  No.  3. 
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The  father  of  William  Browne,  the  first  of  the  family 
to  arrive  in  this  country,  and  of  whom  we  have  already 
spoken,  was  Francis  Browne  of  Brundish.  He  died  May 
9,  1626.  The  father  of  Francis  was  Thomas  Browne  of 
Brundish.  He  deceased  May  1,  1608. 

The  father  of  Thomas  Browne  was  Simon  Browne,  of 
"Browne  Hall,”  Lancashire;  came  to  Brundish,  Suffolk, 
where  he  had  a  grant  of  two  college  leases.  He  was  bred 
to  the  law,  and  was  living  in  1540. 

Thus  is  shown,  that  the  "Browne  Hall,”  spoken  of  as 
the  residence  of  Simon  Browne,  is  the  Hall  for  which, 
the  house  l)ullt  by  William  Browne,  on  Folly  Hill,  was 
named . 


IV. 

WILLIAM  BROWNE. 

Hon.  William  Browne  was  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Salem. 
He  was  the  son  of  Colonel  the  Hon.  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Browne,  and  was  born  May  7,  1709.  He  was  educated 
at  Harvard  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1727  ; 
the  two  brothers  Browne  standing  at  the  head  of  the 
class,  when  social  rank  prevailed,  and  outranking  Thomas 
Hutchinson  and  Jonathan  Trumbull.  Just  here  let  me 
digress  a  little. 

Among  his  classmates  were  Samuel  Browne,  his 
brother,  the  father  of  Hon.  William  Browne,  who  was 
graduated  at  Harvard,  in  1755,  the  third  in  his  class.  This 
William  Browne  was  appointed  Colonel  of  a  regiment  in 
1762;  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Salem  in  1764;  Colonel 
of  a  regiment  in  1770 ;  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  Essex  County  in  1770;  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  in  1774 ;  a  mandamus  councillor  in  1774,  and 
quitted  the  town  of  Salem  in  October,  1774,  took 
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refuge  in  Boston,  and  went  to  England  in  March,  1776, 
when  the  King’s  troops  left  Boston.  During  the  course 
of  the  war  his  property  in  Salem  was  confiscated.  In 
1780,  he  was  made  Governor  of  Bermudas,  where  he 
remained  sometime,  and  then  went  to  London.  He  was 
a  man  of  excellent  understanding,  a  good  scholar,  of  very 
engaging  manners,  and  extremely  beloved  by  the  people 
of  Salem.  I  am  not  able  to  state  positively,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  "Browne  Hall”  may  have  at  one  * 

time  been  owned  by  him  after  the  death  of  its  builder. 

Hawthorne,  as  I  shall  show  later  on,  inclines  to  this 
opinion.  William  Browne  died  in  1802. 

John  Adams  (our  second  President),  and  who  was 
graduated  with  Browne  at  Harvard,  said  of  him,  "  Society 
made  of  him  a  refugee ; — a  tory  I  verily  believe  he  never 
was.”  Other  classmates  of  his,  all  taking  lower  rank, 
were  Sir  John  Wentworth,  Tristram  Dalton,  and  David 
Sewall. 

There  was  also  graduated  at  Harvard  with  William 
Browne,  of  "Browne  Hall”  fame,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  a 
Boston  boy,  who  afterwards  served  his  State  as  Representa¬ 
tive,  Speaker  of  the  House,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Coun¬ 
cillor,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Suffolk 
County,  Judge  of  Probate  for  Suffolk  County,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  Governor  of  the 
Province,  being  next  to  the  last  Royal  Governor.  He 
was  also  a  Historian  of  Massachusetts.  He  it  was  whose  / 

house  was  sacked  August  26,  1765,  his  furniture  burned 
in  bonfires  in  the  street,  and  many  of  his  manuscripts 
relating  to  the  History  of  the  Province,  which  he  had 
been  thirty  years  collecting,  and  which  could  not  be 
replaced,  were  lost;  and  he  also  was  the  man  who  was 
responsible  for  the  "  Boston  Tea  Party,”  saying  that  the 
tea  which  was  on  board  the  ships  should  be  landed,  and 
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the  tax  should  be  paid  ;  while  the  patriotic  townspeople, 
on  that  cold  wintry  afternoon, 

“  Just  as  glorious  Sol  was  setting, 

On  the  wharf  a  numerous  crew, 

Sons  of  freedom,  fear  forgetting. 

Suddenly  appeared  in  view” 

and  hoisting  the  three  hundred  and  forty  tea  chests  on  the 
decks  of  the  vessels,  broke  them  open  and  threw  their 
contents  into  the  waters  of  Boston  harbor. 

Another  classmate  was  Jonathan  Trumbull,  who  after¬ 
wards  became  the  War  Governor  of  Connecticut,  during 
the  Revolution,  and  of  whom  it  was  recorded  that  Wash¬ 
ington —  "it  may  almost  with  exactness  be  said  —  never 
failed  upon  every  occasion  of  emergency  during  the  entire 
war  of  the  Revolution,  to  lean  for  counsel  upon  Trumbull’s 
sagacious  mind,  as  strongly  as  he  leaned  for  material  co¬ 
operation  upon  Trumbull’s  stalwart  arm.”  He  was  greatly 
beloved  by  his  General.  When  Washington  wished  to 
take  his  advice,  he  spoke  of  him  in  this  way,  "We  must 
consult  Brother  Jonathan.”  From  the  marquee  and  council 
rooms  of  the  commander-in-chief,  the  phrase,  "We  must 
consult  Brother  Jonathan,”  passed  out  to  the  soldiery; 
from  the  camp  the  expression  passed  to  adjacent  neigh¬ 
borhoods  ;  from  adjacent  neighborhoods  to  States ;  and 
both  in  this  way,  and  through  the  medium  of  returning 
soldiery,  became  propagated  through  the  country  at 
large ;  until,  finally  syncopated  in  part,  it  was  universally 
appropriated  through  its  two  emphatic  closing  words, 
"  Brother  Jonathan,”  as  a  sobriquet  current  to  the  present 
day  —  and  which  will  continue  current,  probably  through 
ages  yet  to  come  —  for  that  mightiest  of  all  Republics 
that  ever  flung  its  standard  to  the  breezes  of  Heaven  — 
"The  United  States  of  America.” 

Now,  to  go  back  to  William  Browne  of  Browne  Hall 
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fame.  Mr.  Browne,  during  his  lifetime,  filled  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offices,  to  wit.  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  and  Member  of  the  Executive  Council. 

In  1737,  he  married  Mary  Burnet,  only  daughter  of 
William  Burnet,  who  was  the  son  of  the  celebrated  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  Gilbert  Burnet,  and  who  had  been  Governor 
of  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  At 
the  time  of  this  marriage.  Miss  Burnet  was  not  fifteen  years 
of  age,  as  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  the  diary 
of  Judge  Benjamin  Lynde  : — 

“  Sept.  IS***  1737.  My  Coz.  W.  Browne  set  out  for  New  York, 
where  in  Nov.  he  married  Miss  Mary  Burnet,  y«  late  Gov'.  Burnet’s 
only  daughter  then  about  14i  yrs.  old  &  brot.  her  home  in  May.” 

The  children  of  William  and  Mary  were  :  William 
Burnet,  Samuel,  Benjamin,  Thomas,  Mary  and  Sarah 
Browne. 

Sarah  was  born  July  18,  1745,  and  Judge  Lynde 
says  in  his  diary,  about  this  time ;  "  her  [Sarah’s] 

mother  deep  in  a  consumption,  of  which  she  died  1st  of 
Aug.  JB.  22,  leaving  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  but  one  son  died  unmarried.” 

The  son  who  married  was  William  Burnet  Browne. 
He  married  Judith,  daughter  of  Colonel  Carter,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1764,  and  Oct.  23,  1767,  went  with  his  wife 
and  family  to  live  in  Virginia. 

William  Browne’s  second  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Philip  French,  Esq.,  of  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children. 

Mr.  Browne  deceased  April  27,  1763 ;  again  we 
quote  from  the  Lynde  diary ; — 

“Died  my  coz.  Hon.  William  Browne,  Esq.,  set.  54.  He  was  struck 
suddenly  in  the  field. 

May  these  repeated  and  sudden  deaths  of  my  near  relatives  and 
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acquaintances  excite  in  me  a  due  preparation  for  my  own  great 
change.” 

Mr.  Browne’s  will  was  proved  Sept.  2,  1763,  and  is 
now  on  file  and  of  record  in  the  Probate  OflBce  of  Salem. 

The  preamble  to  the  same  is  very  interesting.  It  is 
dated,  Oct.  24,  1750,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

“  I  willingly  and  cheerfully  resign  my  soul  to  God  my  most  merci¬ 
ful  Creator,  whenever  he  shall  in  his  own  Righteous  providence  think 
fit  to  put  an  end  to  my  life  in  this  world,  hoping,  beiieving  and  trust¬ 
ing  in  and  relying  upon  the  alone  all  sufficient  merit  and  satisfaction 
of  my  dear  and  blessed  Redeemer  Christ  Jesus,  my  only  hope  and 
Saviour,  for  the  justification  of  my  person,  and  remission  of  all  my 
sins,  and  the  resurrection  of  my  body  at  the  last  day,  and  into  whose 
Kingdom  I  hope  to  be  received  as  a  true  penitent,  notwithstanding  my 
great  unworthiness,  and  the  di.shonor  I  have  been  doing  to  his  holy 
and  righteous  laws  and  commandments  —  through  God’s  infinite 
mercy  and  grace. 

As  to  my  body,  I  will  that  it  be  buried  in  the  Tomb®  of  my  ances¬ 
tors  at  Salem,  and  I  hereby  direct  that  it  be  done  in  a  decent  and  a 
Christian  like  manner,  but  with  the  least  expenses  that  may  be,  &  if 
I  shall  die  elsewhere  than  at  Salem,  I  direct  that  my  body  be  conveyed 
there  and  buried  in  the  Tomb  aforesaid,  and  that  it  be  layed  nearest 
to  the  body  of  my  dear,  my  beloved,  my  affectionate,  and  my  constant 
wife,  friend  and  companion,  Mary  the  daughter  of  Gov'  Burnet 
deceased.  As  to  mourning  1  direct  that  it  extend  no  further  than  to 
my  wife,  children,  and  servants,  and  my  late  brother’s  children,  and 
to  the  minister  of  the  church  where  I  may  usually  worship  after  this 
time. 

And  I  do  hereby  direct  that  my  executors  do  with  all  convenient 
speed  purchase  in  England,  a  handsome  marble  monument,*  with  my 
late  wife’s  bust  on  it,  to  be  cut  by  the  same  hand  if  living,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  of  Mrs.  Shirley,*  late  wife  to  his  Excellency 
Gov.  Shirley,  and  on  this  monument  shall  be  an  inscription,  declaring 
it  was  executed  by  my  order,  in  honor  to  the  virtues  and  amiable 
graces,  of  the  best  wife,  and  the  best  earthly  friend,  that  any  mortal 
could  boast  of.” 

Other  portions  of  his  will  are  equally  interesting. 


*  Charter  St.  Cemetery,  “  Old  Burying  Point,”  Salem. 

*  Never  erected.  *  In  King’s  Chapel,  Boston. 
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He  gives  to  William  Burnet  his  eldest  sou  : 

“  All  my  farm  and  lands  at  Royall  Side  with  my  land  at  Porter’s 
Neck,®  with  the  farm  house  and  out  houseing,  stock  and  utensils,  and 
the  house  on  said  farm,  which  I  have  built  and  named  “  Browne  Hall” 
after  the  place  in  Lancashire,  England,  from  whence  my  ancestors 
originally  came,  to  William  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten,  and  for  want  of  such  issue,  the  remainder  to  my  son  Samuel, 
and  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  for  want  of  such 
issue  male,  remainder  to  son  Benjamin  and  heirs  male,  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten,  and  for  want  of  such  issue  male,  remainder  to  son 
Thomas,  and  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  for  want 
of  such  issue  in  him  to  revert  to  my  proper  heirs.  And  to  prevent 
any  doubt  whom  I  mean  by  heirs  male  in  this  devise,  and  in  other 
parts  of  this  my  last  will,  I  do  hereby  declare  them  to  be,  what  by  the 
laws  of  England  they  would  be  understood  to  be,  and  are  not  to  be 
construed  otherwise  by  any  colour  of  any  particular  law  or  laws  of 
any  of  the  Colonys  of  America. 

To  William  all  pictures  Tapestry,  Library  and  medals,  the  same  to 
be  deemed  heirlooms,  and  to  pass  wi'.h  my  said  house  called  “  Browne 
Kail,”  to  the  heirs  males,  to  whom  my  said  house  is  limited  as  afore¬ 
said.  But  my  other  sons  and  all  their  issue  male,  are  to  have  the 
perusal  of  any  of  the  books,  in  the  said  Library  and  liberty  of  bor¬ 
rowing  them  from  time  to  time,  as  they  have  occasion  for  them, 
giving  receipts  for  them  in  a  receipt  book,  fixed  to  the  Catalogue  of 
the  said  Library,  and  useing  them  carefully  and  returning  them  safely, 
after  a  reasonable  time  allowed  them  for  the  reading  thereof,  when 
the  receipts  given  are  to  be  cancelled. 

To  William,  one  gilt  cup,  embossed  with  silver  which  was  my  said 
wife’s  and  formerly  belonged  to  her  grand-mother.  Bishop  Burnet’s 
Lady,  which  grand-mother  was  descended  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh’s 
family.  This  is  to  be  deemed  an  heir  loom,  and  to  pass  with  my  said 
house  of  “  Browne  Hall.”  to  the  heirs  males,  to  whom  my  said  house  is 
limited,  that  so  it  may  remain  as  a  memorial  of  their  noble  extraction. 

To  Samuel,  one  gilt  cup,  with  the  Statue  of  Mars,  on  the  top  of  the 
cover,  which  cup  was  my  said  wife’s  and  formerly  belonged  to  Bishop 
Burnet’s  Lady,  the  same  to  be  deemed  as  an  heir  loom. 

To  Benjamin,  one  gilt  cup,  with  a  silver  flower  on  the  top  of  the 
cover,  which  cup  was  my  late  wife’s,  and  formerly  belonged  to  Bishop 
Burnet’s  Lady,  the  same  to  be  deemed  as  an  heirloom. 

To  Thomas,  a  gilt  cup,  wrought  work,  which  cup  was  my  late 
wife’s  and  formerly  belonged  to  Bishop  Burnet’s  Lady,  the  same  to  be 
deemed  as  an  heir  loom. 


Danversport,  formerly  Skelton’s  Neck. 
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To  William,  two  dutch  knives,®  in  a  sheath  of  velvet,  powdered 
with  pearl;  being  a  marriage  covenant  of  Apollonius  Scott,  and  Maria 
Vanderhoog,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  said  Bishop’s  Lady.” 

Mr.  Browne  was  buried  on  the  third  day  of  May,  A.D., 
1763,  in  the  Charter  street  burying  ground  in  Salem  in 
tlie  Browne  tomb.  The  tomb  can  now  be  seen,  but  is  in 
a  dilapidated  condition.  It  is  an  altar  tomb. 

V. 

THE  EARTHQUAKE  OF  1755. 

Dr.  Holmes  gives  the  following  account  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  of  1755  (18th  of  November).  "It  began,  at  Bos¬ 
ton,  a  litlh*  atter  four  o’clock  in  a  serene  and  pleasant 

*  The  handle  ol'  one  uf  thetse  kulvee  was,  in  1SS6,  in  the  posseeBion  of  Ella 
BaBsett  Washington,  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  Wm.  Browne.  The  Wash- 
Ington-Browne  connection  appears  from  the  following  tables,  which  show  a  liv¬ 
ing  relative  of  CJeorge  Washington  to  be  the  great-great-grandson  of  William 
Burnet  Browne  of  Salem,  through  two  lines  of  descent,  besides  being  the  great- 
great-grandson  of  George  Washington’s  half-brother,  Augustine  Washington, and 
of  George  Washington’s  own  sister  Betty,  who  intermarried  with  Fielding  Lewis. 

William  Burnet  Browne  =:  Judith  Walker  Carter. 
_ ! _ 

Betty  Carter  Browne  =  John  Bassett.  Judith  Walker  Browne  =  Bobt  Lewis. 

_ I  _ I 

George  W"  Bassett  =^Bctty  Burnet  Lewis. 

Ella  Bassett  =  Lewis  Wn. 

William  D’Hertburne  Washington. 


1st  2nd 

Jane  Butler  =  John  Augustine  Washington  =  Mary  Ball. 

I  ~~  I  i 

Augustac  Wn.  =:  Anne  Aylett.  Fielding  Lewis  =  Betty  Wn.  George  Wn. 

William  Augustine  Wn  =  Jane  Wn.  Robt  Lewis = Judith  W.  Browne 

~  I  _ I 

George  Corllln  Wn  =  Eliza  R.  Beall.  Betty  Gurnet  Lewis  =:  George  Wn  Bassett. 

Lewis  Willlani  Wn=Ella  Bassett. 

William  D’^ertburne  Wasbingtou. 
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night,  and  continued  nearly  four  and  a  half  minutes.  In 
Boston  about  one  hundred  chimneys  were  in  a  manner 
levelled  with  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  and  about  fifteen 
hundred  shattered  and  thrown  down  in  part.  In  some 
places,  especially  upon  the  low,  loose  ground  made  by 
encroachments  on  the  harbor,  the  streets  were  almost 
covered  with  the  bricks  that  had  fallen.  The  ends  of 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  brick  buildings  were  thrown  down 
from  the  top  to  the  eaves  of  the  houses.  Many  clocks 
were  stopped.  The  vane  on  the  Market  house  was  thrown 
down.  A  new  vane  on  one  of  the  churches  was  bent  at 
the  spindle  two  or  three  points  of  the  compass.  At  New 
Haven  the  ground  in  many  places  seemed  to  rise  like  the 
waves  of  the  sea ;  the  houses  shook  and  cracked,  as  if 
they  were  just  ready  to  fall,  and  many  tops  of  chimneys 
were  thrown  down.  The  motion  of  this  earthquake  was 
undulatory.  Its  course  was  nearly  from  North  West  to 
South  East.  Its  extent  was  from  Chesapeake  Bay  South 
West,  to  Halifax  North  East,  about  eight  hundred  miles; 
but  from  North  West  to  South  East  it  reached  at  least 
one  thousand  miles  and  perhaps  many  more.” 

Dr.  Holyoke  of  Salem,  remarks  in  relation  to  this 
earthquake :  — 

"At  4h.  15m.  vve  were  awakened  by  a  greater  earth¬ 
quake  than  has  ever  been  known  in  this  country.  Tops 
of  chimneys  and  stone  walls  were  thrown  down,  and 
clocks  stopped  by  the  shake.  I  thought  of  nothing  less 
than  being  buried  instantly  in  the  ruins  of  the  house.  It 
was  felt  from  Nova  Scotia  to  South  Carolina,  and  all  in¬ 
terjacent  territories.  Its  direction  supposed  from  North 
West  to  South  East.  Less  shocks  afterwards.  Lisbon 
was  destroyed  by  a  shock  the  first  of  the  same  month.” 

In  the  Lisbon  earthquake  above  alluded  to,  in  the  short 
space  of  six  minutes,  it  is  believed  sixty  thousand  persons 
perished. 
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Hanson,  in  his  History  of  Danvers,  relates,  "Glass  was 
broken,  chimneys  destroyed,  and  great  consternation 
created.” 

The  following  from  the  proclamation  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  Phips,  for  a  Fast,  dated  Dec.  24,  1755,  gives 
quite  a  good  idea  of  the  feeling  among  the  people  at  that 
time.  It  reads  as  follows  :  — 

“  It  having  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  a  most  awful  and  surprising 
manner  to  manifest  his  righteous  anger  against  the  provoking  sins 
of  men  by  terrible  and  destructive  earthquakes  and  inundations  in 
divers  parts  of  Europe,  and  by  a  late  severe  shock  of  an  earthquake 
on  this  Continent,  and  in  this  Province  in  particular,  which  has  been 
succeeded  l)y  several  otliers  although  less  violent  than  the  first,  &c.” 

This  earthquake  of  1755,  tvhile  here  in  New  England 
it  was  not  nearly  so  severe  as  in  Lisbon,  yet  it  was 
severe  enough  to  frighten  greatly  the  people  in  this 
vicinity. 


VI. 

BKOWNE  HALL  REMOVED. 

The  previous  chapter  describes  somewhat  in  detail  the 
earthquake  of  1755,  for  the  reason  that  after  its  occur¬ 
rence  the  proprietor  of  Browne  Hall  was  very  much 
troubled  concerning  the  stability  of  his  lordly  house,  it 
evidently  having  at  that  time  received  quite  a  shaking  up. 

Hawthorne  writes  as  follows  concerning  the  tradition¬ 
ary  title  of  the  hill,  Browne’s  Folly  :  — 

“  Whether  a  folly,  or  no,  the  house  was  certainly  an  unfortunate 
one.  While  still  in  its  glory,  it  was  so  tremendously  shaken  by  the 
earthquake  of  175.’i,  that  the  owner  dared  no  longer  reside  in  it.  and 
practically  acknowledging  that  its  ambitious  site  rendered  it  indeed  a 
folly,  he  proceeded  to  locate  it  on  humbler  ground. 

The  great  house  actually  took  up  its  march  along  the  declining 
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ridge  of  the  hill  and  came  safely  to  the  bottom,  where  it  stood’  till 
within  the  memory  of  men  now  alive.  The  proprietor®  meanwhile 
had  adhered  to  the  Royalist  side,  and  fled  to  England  during  the  Rev¬ 
olution.*  The  mansion  was  left  under  the  care  of  Richard  Derby 
[an  ancestor  of  the  present  Derby  family] ,  who  had  a  claim  to  the 
Browne  property,  through  his  wife,  but  seems  to  have  held  the  prem¬ 
ises  precisely  as  the  refugee  left  them,  for  a  long  term  of  years,  in  the 
expectation  of  his  eventual  return.  The  house  remained  with  all  its 
furniture  in  its  spacious  rooms  and  chambers,  ready  for  the  exile’s 
occupancy,  as  soon  as  he  should  reappear.  As  time  went  on,  however, 
it  began  to  be  neglected  and  was  accessible  to  whatever  vagrant  or 
idle  school  boy  or  berrying  party  chose  to  enter  through  its  ill-secured 
windows. 

But  there  was  one  closet  in  the  house  which  everybody  was  afraid 
to  enter,  it  being  supposed  that  an  evil  spirit  —  perhaps  a  domestic 
demon  of  the  Browne  family  —  was  conflned  in  it.  One  day  three  or 
four  score  years  ago,  some  school  boys  happened  to  be  playing  in  the 
deserted  chambers,  and  took  it  into  their  heads  to  develop  the  secrets 
of  this  mysterious  closet.  With  great  difficulty  and  tremor,  they 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  door.  As  it  flew  open,  there  was  a  vision 
of  people  in  garments  of  antique  magniflcence  —  gentlemen  in  curled 
wigs,  and  tarnished  gold  lace,  and  ladies  in  brocades  and  quaint  head¬ 
dresses,  rushing  tumultuously  forth,  and  tumbling  upon  the  floor.  The 
urchins  took  to  their  heels  in  huge  dismay,  but  crept  back  after  awhile, 
and  discovered  that  the  apparition  was  composed  of  a  mighty  pile  of 
family  portraits.  I  had  the  story  the  better  part  of  a  hundred  years 
afterward  from  the  very  school  boy'®  who  pried  open  the  closet  door. 

After  standing  many  years  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  house  was 
again  removed  in  three  portions  and  was  fashioned  into  three  separate 
dwellings  which,  for  aught  I  know,  are  yet  extant  in  Danvers.” 

Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  in  his  History  of  Beverly,  observes : 

“About  1761  Mr.  Browne  removed  this  delightful  residence  from 
the  hill  to  a  site  near  Liberty  corner."  After  Mr.  Browne’s  decease 
the  estate  became  the  property  of  Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  of  Salem. 
During  his  occupancy  of  it,  February  23,  1790,  the  barn  connected 


’  Near  corner  of  Liberty  and  Conant  Streets,  Danvers,  where  the  remains  of  a 
well  and  an  orchard  may  still  be  discovered. 

•  Wm.  Browne  (the  nephew  of  Wm.  Browne  the  builder),  who  fled  the  country 
In  1776,  is  the  one  alluded  to  by  Hawthorne. 

•Just  what  happened  to  Judge  Wm.  Browne.  Wm.  Browne  of  Browne  Hall 
fame  deceased  before  the  Revolution,  in  1763. 

>0  Perley  Putnam,  late  of  Salem. 

u  Used  here  afterwards  as  a  sort  of  public  hall  for  entertainments. 
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with  the  house  was  burned  and  thirty  six  head  of  cattle  with  it.  The 
estate  was  subsequently  purchased  by  the  late  William  Burley,  who 
disposed  of  the  mansion  which  was  removed  in  parts  by  several  pur¬ 
chasers.” 

From  a  lady  in  Danvers,  we  have  the  following  con¬ 
cerning  the  old  house,  after  its  removal  from  the  hill. 
Tills  it  was  which  her  grandmother  (the  first  white  child 
horn  in  Danversport)  told  her :  that  on  one  occasion  she 
heard  a  travelling  showman  sing  in  the  Old  Browne  Hall 
a  song,  which  she  thinks  began  as  follows : 

“  The  Major’s  only  son,  it  was  for  love  he  was  undone.” 

One  verse  ran  thus :  — 

“  Rings  off  her  finger  she  did  take. 

Saying,  always  keep  them  for  my  sake. 

And  every  time  these  rings  you  view. 

Remember  that  I  died  for  you.” 

VII. 

BROWNE  HALL  IN  DANVERS. 

Browne  Hall,  after  its  sojourn  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on 
Liberty  corner,  was,  so  tradition  says,  removed  in  three 
parts  and  located  in  Danvers.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  are 
sure  as  to  a  portion  of  the  old  hall. 

From  an  old  resident  of  Danvers,  we  glean  the  fol¬ 
lowing  in  relation  thereto.  He  says :  my  father  bought 
the  old  Danvers  Hotel  (which  stood  upon  the  site  of  the 
present  Hotel)  from  Jethro  and  Timothy  Putnam,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century,  about  1807.  Attached 
to  the  hotel,  and  parallel  with  High  street,  was  the  hall 
of  the  hotel,  and  this  hall  was  a  poi’tion  of  the  old  house, 
"Browne  Hall,”  thought  by  our  informant  to  be  the 
middle  or  hall  part  of  the  building.  This  hall  of  the 
hotel  was  used  on  all  state  occasions.  The  oflicers  of 
the  militia  at  the  May  trainings  had  their  headquarters 
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ridge  of  the  hill  and  came  safely  to  the  bottom,  where  it  stood’  till 
within  the  memory  of  men  now  alive.  The  proprietor*  meanwhile 
had  adhered  to  the  Royalist  side,  and  fled  to  England  daring  the  Rev¬ 
olution.*  The  mansion  was  left  under  the  care  of  Richard  Derby 
[an  ancestor  of  the  present  Derby  family] ,  who  had  a  claim  to  the 
Browne  property,  through  his  wife,  but  seems  to  have  held  the  prem¬ 
ises  precisely  as  the  refugee  left  them,  for  a  long  term  of  years,  in  the 
expectation  of  his  eventual  return.  The  house  remained  with  all  its 
furnitnre  in  its  spacious  rooms  and  chambers,  ready  for  the  exile’s 
occupancy,  as  soon  as  he  should  reappear.  As  time  went  on,  however, 
it  began  to  be  neglected  and  was  accessible  to  whatever  vagrant  or 
idle  school  boy  or  berrying  party  chose  to  enter  through  its  ill-secured 
windows. 

But  there  was  one  closet  in  the  house  which  everybody  was  afraid 
to  enter,  it  being  supposed  that  an  evil  spirit  —  perhaps  a  domestic 
demon  of  the  Browne  family  —  was  conflned  in  it.  One  day  three  or 
four  score  years  ago,  some  school  boys  happened  to  be  playing  in  the 
deserted  chambers,  and  took  it  into  their  heads  to  develop  the  secrets 
of  this  mysterious  closet.  With  great  diiflculty  and  tremor,  they 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  door.  As  it  flew  open,  there  was  a  vision 
of  people  in  garments  of  antique  magniflcence  —  gentlemen  in  curled 
wigs,  and  tarnished  gold  lace,  and  ladies  in  brocades  and  quaint  head¬ 
dresses,  rushing  tumultuously  forth,  and  tumbling  upon  the  floor.  The 
urchins  took  to  their  heels  in  huge  dismay,  but  crept  back  after  awhile, 
and  discovered  that  the  apparition  was  composed  of  a  mighty  pile  of 
family  portraits.  I  had  the  story  the  better  part  of  a  hundred  years 
afterward  from  the  very  school  boy*®  who  pried  open  the  closet  door. 

After  standing  many  years  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  house  was 
again  removed  in  three  portions  and  was  fashioned  into  three  separate 
dwellings  which,  for  aught  I  know,  are  yet  extant  in  Danvers.” 

Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  in  his  History  of  Beverly,  observes : 

“About  1761  Mr.  Browne  removed  this  delightful  residence  from 
the  hill  to  a  site  near  Liberty  corner."  After  Mr.  Browne’s  decease 
the  estate  became  the  property  of  Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  of  Salem. 
During  his  occupancy  of  it,  February  23,  1790,  the  barn  connected 


’  Near  corner  of  Liberty  and  Conant  Streets,  Danvers,  where  the  remains  of  a 
well  and  an  orchard  may  still  be  discovered. 

•  Wm.  Browne  (the  nephew  of  Wm.  Browne  the  builder),  who  fled  the  country 
in  1776,  is  the  one  alluded  to  by  Hawthorne. 

•Just  what  happened  to  Judge  Wm.  Browne.  Wm.  Browne  of  Browne  Hall 
fame  deceased  before  the  Revolution,  in  1763. 

•oPerley  Putnam,  late  of  Salem. 

»  Used  here  afterwards  as  a  sort  of  public  hall  for  entertainments. 
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with  the  house  was  buniecl  and  thirty  six  head  of  cattle  with  it.  The 
estate  was  subsequently  purchased  by  the  late  William  Burley,  who 
disposed  of  the  mansion  which  was  removed  in  parts  by  several  pur¬ 
chasers.” 

From  a  lady  in  Danvers,  we  have  the  following  con¬ 
cerning  the  old  house,  after  its  removal  from  the  hill. 
Tins  it  was  which  her  grandmother  (the  first  white  child 
horn  in  Danversport)  told  her ;  that  on  one  occasion  she 
heuid  a  travelling  showman  sing  in  the  Old  Browne  Hall 
a  song,  which  she  thinks  began  as  follows  : 

“  The  Major’s  only  son,  it  was  for  love  he  was  undone.” 

One  verse  ran  thus :  — 

“  Rings  off  her  finger  she  did  take. 

Saying,  always  keep  them  for  my  sake. 

And  every  time  these  rings  you  view. 

Remember  that  I  died  for  you.” 

VII. 

BROWNE  HALL  IN  DANVERS. 

Browne  Hall,  after  its  sojourn  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on 
Liberty  corner,  was,  so  tradition  says,  removed  in  three 
parts  and  located  in  Danvers.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  ai’e 
sure  as  to  a  portion  of  the  old  hall. 

From  an  old  resident  of  Danvers,  we  "lean  the  fol¬ 
lowing  in  relation  thereto.  He  says :  my  father  bought 
the  old  Danvers  Hotel  (which  stood  upon  the  site  of  the 
pre-sent  Hotel)  from  Jethro  and  Timothy  Putnam,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century,  about  1807.  Attached 
to  the  hotel,  and  parallel  with  High  .street,  was  the  hall 
of  the  hotel,  and  this  hall  w’as  a  portion  of  the  old  hou.se, 
"Browne  Hall,”  thought  by  onr  informant  to  be  the 
middle  or  hall  part  of  the  iinilding.  This  hall  of  the 
hotel  was  used  on  all  state  occasions.  The  oflicers  of 
the  militia  at  the  May  trainings  had  their  headquarters 
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here.  The  selectmen  of  the  town  met  here,  as  did  also 
Jordan  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  last  but  not  least,  were 
held  here  the  meetings  of  the  old  Danvei's  Lyceum.  Dr. 
Braman  once  delivered  a  very  funny  lecture  in  this  hall 
the  subject  of  which  was  "Quackery.”  Many  debates 
took  place  in  this  old  hall. 

In  a  Danvers  paper,  published  in  1877,  a  writer  thus 
discourses  concerniiig  "Browne  Hall.” 

“Another  was  the  part  known  as  the  hall  of  tlie  old  tavern,  that 
stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  tlie  Danvers  Hotel.  It  was  a 
picturesque  old  house  with  wide  porches,  shaded  by  the  same  horse 
chestnuts  that  now  stand  by  the  hotel.  The  hall  formed  the  south¬ 
eastern  part  of  it.  and  the  writer  well  remembers  its  wide  window 
seats  and  the  handsome  window  recesses  and  above  all  the  haunted 
closet,  the  same  probably  out  of  whose  depths  the  portraits  tumbled. 
This  hall  was  the  scene  of  the  village  gayeties  in  the  shape  of  danc¬ 
ing  schools  and  singing  schools,  and  of  the  discussions  and  decisions 
of  important  questions  by  the  members  of  the  Village  Lyceum.” 

White,  in  his  History  of  Danvers,  observes  of  the  hall 
while  in  Danvers : — 

“Here  the  Danvers  militia  congregated  with  their  burnished  flint 
locks  and  the  implements  of  destruction,  awaiting  officer’s  inspection. 
Here  the  North  Danvers  Lyceum  met.  Here  aiso  met  the  Select¬ 
men  and  Assessors.  Here  was  the  Lodge  room  of  Jordan  Lodge  of 
Masons,  and  here,  by  no  means  last  to  be  mentioned,  were  held 
those  dancing  parties  at  the  mention  of  which  old  eyes  kindle  and 
limbs  no  longer  sprightly  beat  time  to  the  echoes  of  the  darkey  Harry’s 
fiddle  which  still  linger  in  their  ears.” 


VIH. 

THE  END  OF  BROWNE  HALL. 

After  the  old  hotel  just  described  had  been  taken 
down  to  make  room  for  the  present  hotel  which  .stands 
upon  its  site,  that  part  of  it  called  the  Hall  was  removed 
up  Maple  street,  and  located  upon  the  left  or  western 
side  of  that  street,  a  short  distance  from  and  in  sight  of 
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its  iurmer  location.  Here  it  remained  until  the  great 
Danvers  conflagration  of  June,  1845,  when  the  old 
"Browne  Hall”  went  up  in  fire  and  smoke.  And  vvith 
the  fire,  just  about  a  century  from  its  building,  passed 
from  sight  the  last  remnant  of  the  stately  Hall,  precious 
with  all  its  memories  of  a  hundred  years. 


IX. 

THE  HILL  AGAIN. 

Old  Folly  Hill 

- “  unchanged  remains, 

Through  Winter’s  storms  and  Summer’s  rains, 

An  emblem  faint  of  love  and  power. 

That  guides  our  steps  from  earliest  hour. 

Till  we  up  Zion’s  mount  shall  climb. 

Past  earthly  hills,  past  earthly  time.” 

Again  we  quote  from  Hawthorne.  He  says,  "  The  an¬ 
cient  site  of  this  proud  mansion  may  still  be  traced  upon 
the  summit  of  the  Hill.  Two  shallow  and  grass  grown 
cavities  remain  of  what  were  once  the  deep  and  richly 
stored  cellars  under  its  two  wings ;  and  between  them  is 
the  outline  of  the  connecting  Hall,  about  as  deep  us  a 
plough  furrow,  and  somewhat  greener  than  the  surround¬ 
ing  sod.  The  two  cellars  are  still  deep  enough  to  shelter 
a  visitor  from  the  fresh  breezes  that  haunt  the  summit  of 
the  hill.  There  I  have  sometimes  sat  and  tiled  to  re¬ 
build,  in  my  imagination,  the  stately  house  or  to  fancy 
what  a  splendid  show  it  must  have  been  even  so  far  oflT  as 
in  the  streets  of  Salem,  when  the  old  proprietor  illumi¬ 
nated  his  many  windows  to  celebrate  the  King’s  birtluiay.” 

Thus  we  have  tried  to  gather  up  and  place  before 
our  readers  in  comprehensive  manner,  and  with  regular 

HIST.  COLL.  VOL.  XXXII  22 


Thta  fac-slmile  U  made  from  a  letter  addressed  by  Hawthorne  to  his  cousin,  Richard  C.  Manning  of  Salem,  to  whose 
courtesy  the  Essex  Institute  is  indebted  for  the  use  of  the  manuscript. 
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sequence  all  or  very  much  of  what  has  been  written  in  the 
past  concerning  this  old  hill  and  its  most  interesting  asso¬ 
ciations.  If  those  who  read  shall  partake  in  any  degree 
of  the  pleasure  we  have  experienced  in  preparing  this 
sketch,  we  shall  indeed  feel  that  our  labor  has  not  been  in 
vain. 

And  now,  where  can  we  better  take  leave  of  this  old 
hill  than  upon  its  summit,  where  in  earlier  days  stood  its 
crowning  glory  "  Browne  Hall  ?”  And  so,  in  imagination 
seated  with  the  Historian  of  Beverly,  in  the  upper  cham¬ 
ber  or  hall  of  this  beautiful  palace,  let  us  quietly  listen  as, 
in  words  so  choice  and  expressive,  he  describes  to  us  the 
beauties  of  the  world  about  us,  to  be  seen  and  admired 
from  this  exalted  height. 

“  From  this  Hill  opens  to  the  beholder  a  prospect  of  surpassing 
beauty  and  grandeur.  His  eye  scans  an  immense  panorama  of  hill  and  4 

dale — of  forest  and  lawn— teeming  with  animation,  and  sending  up  to 
his  ear  the  hum  of  busy  life, — the  lowing  of  the  herds,  and  the  cheer¬ 
ful  notes  of  the  feathered  tribes  blending  rural  sounds  with  the  bustle 
of  town  and  city.  Before  him  Beverly  spreads  out  as  a  map,  dotted 
with  churches  and  school-houses, — those  objects  here  in  New  England 
so  happily  and  gloriously  united,  and  that  bring  to  his  mind’s  vision 
the  spirit  of  Puritan  forecast,  which  provided  simultaneously  for  the 
culture  of  intellect  and  the  improvement  of  the  heart.  A  little  to  the 
North  lies  Wenham  with  its  charming  lake  and  still  further  on, 
the  solitary  spire  of  Hamilton  Church  is  seen,  pointing  heavenward, 
and  relieved  by  the  rich  background  of  Ipswich  Hills.  Turning  him¬ 
self  slowly  round,  his  eyes  rest  successively  on  the  valley  of  Tops- 
fleld,  remarkable  for  the  superior  intensity  of  its  atmospheric  light 
while  the  far  away  mountains  veil  their  heads  in  clouds  —  on  Danvers  ^ 

Plains,  the  Salem  Village  of  the  olden  time,  whose  proverbial  enter- 
prize  has  obliterated  almost  every  memorial  of  the  painful  and  fatal 
scenes  of  Witchcraft  folly — on  Salem,  the  city  of  peace,  where  the 
Godly  Higginson  planted  and  nurtured  the  vine  whose  prolific  energy 
fruited  the  New  England  churches— on  Marblehead,  with  its  iron 
bound  shore  emblematical  of  the  hardy  spirit  of  its  enterprizing  and 
patriotic  inhabitants,  and  to  promote  the  moral  good  of  whom,  the 
pious  Avery  encountered  a  watery  grave, — and  finally  to  perfect  the 
view,  on  Massachusetts  Bay,  which,  hashing  with  silvery  light,  toss- 
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ing  in  giant  sportiveness  her  glittering  foam-cap  aloft,  mingling  her 
charms  with  indented  shores,  rugged  promontories  and  countless 
patches  of  russet  and  green,  and  bearing  on  her  proudly  heaving 
bosom,  the  saiis  of  many  and  distant  climes,  stretches  out  and  out,  as 
if  to  mock  the  feebleness  of  sight,  until  she  receives  and  reciprocates 
the  embrace  of  the  mighty  Atlantic.” 


X. 

A  SEARCH  AND  WHAT  CAME  OF  IT. 

HOW  I  FOUND  THE  PICTURES. 

In  the  house  that  stood  upon  the  hill  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  in  the  foregoing  sketch,  there  were  among 
other  valuables,  many  pictures  and  portraits,  some  of 
them,  according  to  Hawthorne,  in  a  mysterious  closet. 
A  desire  to  ascertain  what  he  could  about  these  family 
portraits  led  the  writer  to  commence  a  search  for  them 
with  the  following  result.  It  was  known  that  the  only 
son  of  the  proprietor,  who  lived  to  adult  age,  married 
in  Virginia  and  went  there  to  live.  None  of  the  pictures 
or  portraits  so  far  as  known,  were  extant  in  this  vicinity. 
The  following  portion  of  a  letter  furnished  by  a  friend  was 
the  starting  point  in  the  search.  The  letter  was  written 
by  George  Washington  Bassett  to  Rev.  E.  A.  Dalrymple, 
Baltimore,  Md.  Extracts  from  it  follow  :  — 


“  Clover  Lea, 

Sept.  22nd,  1869. 

*«****><  Your  much  esteemed  favor  of  the  16th  came  to 
hand  yesterday ;  the  unusual  press  of  business  this  morning  hurries 
my  reply,  and  must  make  it  brief.  Imprimis,  iet  me  say  that  when¬ 
ever  your  convenience  shall  allow  you  to  visit  us,  you  will  meet  a 
Virginia  welcome.” 


Mr.  Bassett  first  touches  upon  General  Washington’s 
birth  place,  family,  etc.,  in  answer  to  Dr.  Dalrymple’s 
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questions,  and  then,  speaking  of  the  children  of  the 
father  and  mother  of  Washington,  observes:  — 

“  The  second,  a  daughter,  Betty,  who  married  Fielding  Lewis,  and 
w'as  the  mother  of  Robert  Lew'is,  secretary  and  confidential  agent  of 
the  General  (George  Washington),  his  uncle;  Robert  Lewis  was  the 
father  of  my  wife,  Betty  Burnet  Lewis,  and  he  married  my  motlier's 
sister  Judith  Walker  Browne  whose  grandmotlier  was  a  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Bishop  Burnet,  and  her  father  Col.  Browne  of  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  was  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne 
brother  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne  who  was  standard  bearer  to  Henry 
VII  on  the  Held  of  Bosworth.” 

************ 

“  My  time  is  short  and  I  must  devote  that  to  the  Brownes  of  whom 
you  speak  as  having  met  a  descendant  of  Wm.  Burnet  Browne,  at 
Salem,  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Scientific  Association. 

W'm.  B.  Browne  of  Salem,  Mass.,  married  Miss  Carter  of  Cleves, 
Virginia,  granddaughter  of  Robert  Carter  commonly  called  King 
Carter.  He  had  no  male  descendants  to  survive  him  —  my  mother 
Betty  Carter  Browne  was  his  second  daughter.  Col.  Browne,  his 
father,  of  Saiem,  Mass.,  married  Mary  Burnet,  granddaughter  of 
Bishop  Burnet.  There  is  no  portrait  of  Col.  Browne  of  Salem,  who 
married  Miss  Carter,  but  there  exists  now  at  Rosewell,  the  residence 
of  my  nephew’,  Mr.  J.  L.  Deans  of  Gloucester,  the  full  length  por¬ 
trait  of  his  father  of  Salem,  and  his  wife  Mary  Burnet.  Also  a  bust 
of  Sir  Anthony  Browne,  taken  with  his  hat  on,  he  not  being  obliged 
to  unbonnet  even  in  the  King's  presence.  I  can  no  more  for  the 
present. 

Believe  me  to  be. 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  W.  Bassett.” 


This  letter  proved  that  in  1869,  paintings  of  William 
Browne,  who  built  the  house  upon  Folly  Hill,  Danvers, 
and  of  Mary,  his  wife,  were  at  Rosewell  in  Virginia. 
This  w  as  a  fact  worth  knowing.  Where  tvere  those 
pictures  now?  Were  they  still  in  existence?  At  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Wheatland  of  the  Essex  Institute,  a 
letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Brock,  Secrctfiry  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Historical  Society  for  information  concerning  the 
pictures.  It  was  believed  he  could  furnish  valuable  in- 
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formation.  The  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Broek  brought 
the  following  reply : 


“Westmoreland  Club,  601  East  Grace  St., 
Richmond,  Va.,  Jan.  22,  ’90. 

Ezra  I).  Hines,  Esq., 

Mv  DEAR  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  is  very  welcome  to 
me,  in  the  interesting  facts  it  includes  and  in  bringing  me  into  com¬ 
munication  with  yourself.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist  you  as 
I  may. 

I  have  been  making  inquiries  to  day  as  to  the  representatives  of 
George  Washington  Bassett,  who  died  some  years  ago,  and  learn  that 
his  daughter  Mrs.  Ellen  11.  Washington,  now  resides  in  Henderson, 
N.  C.  She  can  answer  most  definitely  the  questions  propounded  by 
you.  The  portraits  about  which  you  enquire  were  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Deans,  but  he  is  dead,  and  “  Rosewell  ”  is  owned  by  another. 
He  has  a  daughter  resident  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

“Rosewell”  is  in  Gloucester  County  near  Gloucester  Court  House. 
I  write  now  that  you  may  be  put  in  communication  with  Mrs.  Wash¬ 
ington.  If  you  have  printed  your  lecture  on  “Browne  Hall”  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  a  copy,  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  call 
attention  to  it  here. 

Humbly  but  faithfully  yours, 

R.  A.  Brock.” 

This  letter  was  received  with  great  pleasure.  It  fur¬ 
nished  important  information  and  that  of  a  practical  kind. 
The  next  move  in  the  search  tvas  indeed  plain.  Corre¬ 
spondence  must  he  had  with  Mrs.  Washington  at  Hen¬ 
derson,  N.  C.  Later  an  interesting  letter  was  received. 
Mrs.  Washington  wrote:  "Your  letter  was  a  source  of 
great  pleasure,  transmitting  to  me  interesting  facts  re¬ 
specting  my  ancestors,  hitherto  unknown.”  Several 
letters,  every  one  containing  valuable  and  interesting 
f:icts,  were  received  from  !Mrs.  Washington.  From  these 
letters  it  w’as  found  that  the  pictures  heretofore  men¬ 
tioned  were  still  in  existence.  The  information  thus 
obtained  was  imparted  to  Dr.  Wheatland  and  other  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Institute.  They  deemed  it  desirable  to  ob¬ 
tain,  if  possible,  copies  of  these  portraits  of  William 
Browne  and  his  wife  Mary.  A  letter  to  that  effect  was 
sent  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  following  was  received 
in  reply. 


“Mordington,  nkar  Charlestown,  West  Va., 

June  6,  1891. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Hines  : 

Dear  Sir  ; — Holding  pleasantly  in  mind  the  interest  expressed  by 
you  in  the  tracings  of  the  Browne  family  in  Virginia,  I  now  write 
to  ask  if  you  would  like  to  have  photographs  of  the  full  length  por¬ 
traits  of  William  Browne  and  his  wife  Mary  Burnet.” 

Mrs.  Washington  then  goes  on  to  state  the  arrange¬ 
ments  being  made  to  procure  photographs  of  these  paint¬ 
ings.  She  adds : — 

“My  cousins,  the  Deans,  were  delighted  with  your  letters  and  took 
copies  of  their  contents.  One  of  them  tells  me  that  in  one  corner  of 
Mary  Browne’s  portrait  there  was  a  Manor  House  which  she  thinks 
looks  like  the  sketch  of  Browne  Hall.  I  have  decided  to  enclose  you 
my  cousin  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Deans  Smith’s  letter  on  the  subject—  it  is 
strictly  a  family  letter,  but  I  do  not  believe  she  would  object  to  your 
reading  and  returning  it.  Was  your  lecture  on  Wm.  Browne  ever 
published  in  monograph  form?  I  should  like  to  see  it.” 

This  letter  answered,  the  next  communication  received 
concerning  my  subject  was  from  Mrs.  A.  M.  D.  Smith, 
before  mentioned.  It  was  as  follows : 


Ezra  D.  Hines,  Esq. 


Warner  Hall,  Gloucester,  Va. 

July  11,  1891. 


Dear  Sir: — My  cousin  Mrs.  Lewis  Washington  has  kindly  granted 
me  the  privilege  of  making  some  valuable  extracts  from  your  corre¬ 
spondence  in  regard  to  the  Browne  family  of  Salem,  Mass.,  in  which 
I  am  interested  through  my  great-great-grandfather  Wm.  Burnet 
Browne.” 
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From  this  letter  I  receive  the  most  definite  account  of 
the  portraits ;  the  letter  continues  : — 

“The  full-length  life-size  portraits  of  his  father  and  mother  [mean¬ 
ing  Wm.  Browne,  who  built  the  house  or  hall  on  Folly  Hill,  and  Mary 
his  wife]  are  still  in  existence,  and  the  present  owner  of  them  has 
kindly  invited  me  to  his  house  to  have  them  photographed.  The  por¬ 
trait  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Browne,  of  Browne  Hall,  is  taken  in  a  charm¬ 
ing  attitude  and  represents  the  courtly  gentleman  of  the  middle  of 
the  18th  century.  His  lady,  Mary  Burnet,  is  very  stately  in  a  flowing 
robe  of  dark  blue  velvet  and  her  taper  Anger  seems  to  point  to  a 
manor  house  in  the  background  which,  as  I  remember  it,  is  the 
same  as  the  sketch  of  Urowne  Hall  which  you  gave  Mrs.  Washing¬ 
ton.  These  portraits  were  in  fairly  good  condition  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  years  ago,  when  they  were  at  Rosewell,  my  father’s  house  in 
Gloucester  Co.,  Va.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  division  of  the 
Browne  portraits,  and  these  two  passed  into  the  keeping  of  another 
branch  of  the  family.” 

Mrs.  Smith  also  alludes  to  other  pictures,  one  being  of 
"  Hon.  Samuel  Browne,  who  was  conspicuous  for  courage 
and  virtue  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  This  painting  is 
by  Hans  Holbein.” 

Mrs.  Smith  desei  ibes  the  arrangements  for  procuring 
jihotogiaphs  of  the  paintings  which  are,  she  observes, 
eight  feet  in  height.  Her  very  interesting  letter  closed 
with  the  following  beautiful  sentiment : — 

“  Thus  the  relics  of  this  noble  family  extend  from  Massachusetts  to 
Georgia.  In  cherished  memories  of  this  nature  Virginia  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  have  a  fleld  of  united  interest,  and  antiquarian  research  will 
no  doubt  form  links  that  have  been  lost  and  sought  for  long  ago.” 

Mrs.  Smith  also  excused  “  the  seeming  intrusion  of  a  letter  from  a 
stranger, —  an  intrusion  which  I  hope  is  justifled  by  the  interest  you 
manifest  in  the  subject. 

Trusting  that  my  long  letter  may  contain  a  few  items  of  interest 
and  therefore  not  seem  too  long, 

I  am. 

Very  sincerely, 

Anna  M.  D.  Smith.” 
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It  will  be  seen  that  this  letter  was  nf  great  value;  and 
now  we  proceed  to  the  final  move. 

Members  of  the  Essex  Institute  were  consulted  and, 
after  various  correspondence,  it  was  finally  aiTanged  that 
a  Richmond  photographer  should  proceed  to  the  place 
where  the  paintings  coidd  he  found,  take  photographs  of 
them  and  send  the  negatives  to  the  proper  parties  at  Sa¬ 
lem.  And  here  it  is  eminently  proper  and  just  to  say 
that  Mr.  Hunt  and  the  writer  were  greatly  helped  in  their 
work  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Cousins  of  Salem.  It  was 
wholly  through  his  eft'orts  that  we  were  enabled  to  secure 
excellent  photographs  of  the  paintings  of  William  Browne 
and  his  wife  Mary.  Thus  we  have  seen  how  these  pict¬ 
ures  were  procured.  If  what  has  been  written  has  proved 
to  be  of  as  much  interest  to  those  who  may  read  these 
lines  as  the  search  has  been  to  others,  their  reward  is  suffi¬ 
cient.  Before  the  end  of  the  story  is  reached,  we  would 
call  attention  to  these  interesting  facts.  Mrs.  Smith 
before  mentioned  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Deans 
spoken  of  in  the  first  letter  referred  to,  from  George 
Washington  Bassett,  as  his  nephew.  George  Washington 
Bassett  was  a  grand  nephew  of  Martha  Washington,  wife 
of  George  Washington,  and  Mr.  Bassett  was,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Martha  Washington,  named  for  her  husband,  and 
Martha  Washington  was  sponsor  at  his  baptism.  The 
wife  of  Mr.  Bassett  was  Betty  Burnet  Lewis,  she  being 
the  daughter  of  a  daughter  of  William  Burnet  Browne, 
and  Miss  Lewis’s  father,  Robert  Lewis,  was  a  son  of  Betty 
Washington,  a  favorite  sister  of  George  Washington,  and 
it  is  said  that  Betty  Washington  sometimes  dressed  up  in 
the  uniform  of  her  brother  and  that,  when  so  dressed,  the 
resemblance  to  her  brother  was  very  striking.  Lastly 
Mrs.  Lewis  Washington,  my  first  correspondent,  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Bassett. 
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And  now  a  word  in  relation  to  "  Rosewell,”  a  fine  old 
house  upon  the  York  River,  in  Virginia.  Built  in  the 
last  century  in  the  most  elegant  and  costly  manner  of  the 
time,  all  of  the  material  for  the  same  being  imported 
from  abroad,  it  still  stands  a  monument  of  old  colonial 
or  provincial  days.  Here  in  this  old  house,  —  in  which 
hung  for  a  long  time  the  Browne  paintings  —  lived,  dur¬ 
ing  the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  John  Page,  who 
afterwards  became  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  it  was  who 
allowed  the  lead  in  the  window  casements  to  be  taken 
therefrom  and  molded  into  bullets,  for  the  use  of  the 
American  army. 

To  this  old  mansion  Thomas  Jefferson  often  came  on 
a  visit  to  the  proprietor,  John  Page  —  and  in  this  house  is 
shown  a  room  which  was  occupied  by  him  during  his 
visits  and  in  one  of  the  rooms  at  Rosewell,  he  is  said  to 
have  committed  to  paper  the  first  rough-draft  of  that  im¬ 
mortal  document,  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  On 
the  roof  of  this  house,  which  faces  the  York  River, 
Jefferson  and  Page  are  said  to  have  sat  for  hours  and 
talked  over  affairs  of  State,  while  watching  the  vessels 
moving  up  and  down  York  River.  And  across  this  very 
river,  and  very  likely  within  sight  of  "  Rosewell  ”  manor 
itself,  lies  Yorktown,  where  the  lordly  Cornwallis,  forced 
into  the  conduct  of  a  war  he  had  denounced  in  Parliament, 
surrendered  his  sword,  and  with  it  his  armies,  to  our 
beloved  Washington. 


